
GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 
April 25, 2014 

 
 

The Graduate Council met at 2:00 p.m. in Ingram 101.  Chair Nita Brooks 
presided. 

I. Call to Order 
 
Members present:   
Vaughn Barry, Helen Binkley, Carol Boraiko, Larry Burriss, Alex Collins, 
Kathleen Darby, Bichaka Fayissa, Robin Lee, David O’Brien, and Jennifer 
Vannatta-Hall  
 
Ex-Officio/Guests present:   
Michael Allen, Dean, College of Graduate Studies 
Amy Sayward, Interim Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

II. Announcements 

A. Dr. Nita Brooks, Chair 

   Dr. Brooks opened the meeting. 

 

B. Dr. Michael Allen, Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

   Dr. Allen made an announcement that Dr. Amy Harris had a healthy baby boy 
on April 20th.  

  

C. Dr. Amy Sayward, Interim Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

Dr. Sayward reported that TBR has approved the proposed revisions to the 1978 
MTSU-TSU Joint Operating Agreement governing the operation of the Master 
of Criminal Justice degree.  Revisions to the agreement will remove the 
requirement that students complete 18 credit hours, including specific courses at 
each school, thus eliminating the requirement to travel between Nashville and 
Murfreesboro.  This revision will also create a non-thesis option allowing 
students to select a program of study best suited to their career and professional 
objectives.   

   



III. Approval of minutes from last meeting—March 28, 2014 

   A motion was made to accept the minutes of the March 28, 2014.  The motion was 
seconded and passed.   

 

IV. Sub-Committee Reports 

A. Graduate Faculty and Curriculum Review                                                                                         
Dr. Theresa McBreen, Chair 

• The April Consent Calendar is attached. 

• A motion was made to accept the Consent Calendar.  The motion was 
seconded and passed. 

B. Student Affairs and Travel                                                                                                                   
Dr. Robin Lee, Chair                                                                                                                            

• Dr. Lee reported that the committee met and decided on the six graduate 
scholarship recipients.  The award letters will be sent out in May. 

 

C. Policies and Procedures                                                                                                                     
Dr. Jim Williams, Chair  

• For purposes of clarification, this committee has voted to recommend the 
following revisions to the Accelerated Bachelor’s / Master’s (ABMs) 
Degree Programs --- under the Formal Admission to an ABM Program 
section, the third bullet should read: 

o Official transcripts of all previous college work.   

• Under Retention and Graduation Requirements of the ABM Policy, the 
second and third bullet points should read: 

o Students must receive a grade of B (3.0) or better in double 
counted graduate courses.  Courses with a grade below B 
(including B-) cannot be doubled counted toward the 
graduate degree requirements.  If a student wishes to 
retake a graduate course in order to replace a grade, the 
College of Graduate Studies will allow them to do so even 
if they have been dismissed from the ABM program. 

o If a student receives a grade of A- in a double counted 
graduate course, the grade will be recorded as an A- on 
the student’s graduate transcript but as an A on the 



undergraduate transcript (due to the absence of an A- on 
the undergraduate grading scale). 

• A motion was made to accept these revisions to the ABM Policy.  The 
motion was seconded and carried.  The revised policy is attached. 

• Dr. Sayward noted that the Council will need to explore the possibilities of 
covering the costs of undergraduate courses for Graduate Assistants. 

 

D. Graduate Program Review                                                                                                                   
Dr. Larry Burriss, Chair     

• Dr. Burriss reported that overall there was favorable responses from the 
program reviews.  He distributed a brief summary (attached) of the following 
four program reviews: 

1) Exercise Science (MS) 

2) Recording Arts & Technology (MFA) 

3) Public History (PhD) 

4) Literacy Studies (PhD) 

 

V. Old Business 

• Dr. Sayward distributed the revised College of Graduate Studies Awards 
guidelines and nomination forms.  These include awards for Outstanding 
Thesis/Dissertation and Outstanding Graduate Faculty Mentor.   

• A motion was made to accept the College of Graduate Studies Awards 
guidelines with the following revisions:  addition of the 1) application 
deadline and the 2) link to the nomination form.  The motion was seconded 
and carried. 

 

VI. New Business 
• There was no new business. 

 
 
    

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 pm.  The next meeting  
will be May 16th at 2:00 pm. 
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Graduate Faculty Membership 
 
 
 
Full 
Wendy Beckman / Aerospace / EdD / M01001340 
Laura Dubek / English / PhD / M00021080 
Suzanne Duchacek / History / PhD / M01271935 
Nancy Goldberg / Foreign Languages and Literature / PhD / M00020792  
Martha Hixon / English / PhD / M00021885  
Christine Isley-Farmer / Music / DMA / M00019626  
Mark Jackson / English / PhD / M01074546  
John Merchant / Recording Industry / MFA / M00305673  
Carol Nies / Music / DMA / M00020968 
Tanya Peres / Sociology & Anthropology / PhD / M01000997  
Christopher Quarto / Educational Leadership / PhD / M00021131 
Medha Sarkar / Computer Science / PhD / M00020835 
Roland Untch / Computer Science / PhD / M00019800 

 
 
 
 

Adjunct 
Frederick Cottle / Human Sciences / PhD / M01055047 
David Loyd / Educational Leadership / EdD / M01181453 
Marcia Melton / Educational Leadership / EdD / M00005832 
Margurette Oliver / Educational Leadership / EdD / M00023766 
Patty Poe / Human Sciences / EdD / M00023057 
Antoinette van Zelm / Center for Historic Preservation / PhD / M00019704 
 
 
 
 

Graduate Faculty Departmental Review 
 
The Math and Science Education (MSE) Ph.D. program has voted on a set of 
departmental guidelines for graduate faculty membership.  The guidelines are attached. 
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Graduate Curriculum Changes 
 

Economics	and	Finance 
 
New Program Proposal 
 
Master of Science in Finance  Proposed Implementation:  Fall 2015 
 
 
 
Proposed New Courses 
FIN  6750  Advanced Corporate Finance, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
FIN  6760 Derivatives Valuation, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
FIN  6770 Modern Applications in Finance, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
FIN  6780 Portfolio Analysis, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
Course Title Changes 
ECON/FIN  6460 New Title:  Equity Valuation, effective Fall 2014 
   Old Title:    Financial Markets 
 
 
FIN  6740  New Title:   Bond Market Analysis, effective Fall 2014 
   Old Title:    Security Analysis 
 
 
 
University	College 
 
Other – Add Concentration 
Add the Human Resources Leadership Concentration to the existing Master of Professional Studies 
(MPS) degree, effective Fall 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
Criminal	Justice	Administration	
�
Other – Create a Non-Thesis Option and Revise Joint Operating Agreement 
Changes to be effective Fall 2014 
Revision to the original 1978 MTSU-TSU Master of Criminal Justice Joint Operating Agreement to include 
1) the creation of a non-thesis option in the Master of Criminal Justice degree and  
2) remove the requirement that students must complete 18 credit hours, including specific courses, at 
each school 
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Molecular	Biosciences	
 
Proposed New Course 
MOBI  7700 Advanced Concepts in Molecular Biosciences, 3-4 credit hours, effective Summer 2014 
 
 
Mathematics	and	Science	Education	
 
Proposed New Course 
MSE  7700 Advanced Concepts in Mathematics and Science Education, 3-4 credit hours, effective 

Summer 2014 
 
Computational	Science	
 
Proposed New Course 
COMS  7700 Advanced Concepts in Computational Science, 3-4 credit hours, effective Summer 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Health	and	Human	Performance 
 
Course Title Changes 
LSM  6530 New Title:   History and Philosophy of Leisure and Sport, effective Fall 2014 
  Old Title:     History and Philosophy of Leisure  
 
 
Proposed New Course 
LSM  7530 History and Philosophy of Leisure and Sport, to be dual-listed with LSM 6530, effective 

Fall 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music 
 
Other- Change Degree Name 
Change the name of degree from M.A. in Music to M.M. (Master’s of Music) in Music, Summer 2014 
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Elementary	and	Special	Education	
	
Proposed New Course 
ELED  6580 Effective Management Practices for the Elementary Classroom, 3 credit hours, effective   

Fall 2014 
 
 
Other 

o Add the existing course, YOED  6030 (Content Instruction for English Language Learners) to the 
Initial Licensure Program under the Curriculum & Instruction Master’s program, effective Fall 
2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Informational	Items:	
	
Dean Allen has recently approved the following ABMs: 

• B.S. to M.S. in Economics 
• B.A. to M.A.T. in Foreign Languages 
• B.S. to M.A. in International Affairs 
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