
GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 
    January 23, 2015 

 
The Graduate Council met at 2:00 p.m. in Ingram 101.  Chair Nita Brooks 

presided. 

I. Call to Order 

 

Members present:   

Vaughn Barry, Ginny Dansby, Bichaka Fayissa, Josh Howard, Robert Kalwinsky, 

Steve Livingston, Pamela Morris, Dwight Patterson, Lencie Plancher, Cliff 

Welborn, and Jeremy Winters   

 

Ex-Officio/Guests present:   

Jackie Eller, Interim Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

Scott Handy, Interim Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

II. Announcements 

A. Dr. Nita Brooks, Chair 

   Dr. Brooks opened the meeting at 2:04 pm. 

B. Dr. Jackie Eller, Interim Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

     Dr. Eller announced that the College of Graduate Studies will be hosting    

    Tuesdays @ Ingram for graduate students beginning February 3
rd

.  Ingram 101     

    will be open on Tuesdays between 10:00 am – 11:00 am and 4:00 pm – 5:45 pm 

    for graduate students to meet casually.   This will be a great opportunity for  

    graduate students to become more connected with the campus community. 

C. Dr. Scott Handy, Interim Associate Dean, College of Graduate Studies 

   Dr. Handy asked Lisa Mitchell to give a quick overview of our new reporting                                                     

   tool, Argos.  This will be a great tool to use for gathering report data for  

   department use on such topics as the number of prospective graduates by  

   program and term, admissions tracking, degrees awarded, etc.  Argos has  

   already been made available to department secretaries.  By mid-February, we     

   are hopeful that ITD will have it available to faculty members.  To access the  

   site, use the URL evmaps.fsa.mtsu.edu without the www.  Your login  

   username and password is the same as the one you use to log in to your desktop  

   computer.  Once logged in, click on Argos Web Viewer. 

 

   Dr. Handy wanted to bring further clarification to the 3 + 1 + 1 procedures.  He  

   distributed a handout (attached) outlining a clarification to the already existing    

   procedures.  This particular handout uses the College of Mass Communication  

   as an example. 

 

 

 



III. Approval of minutes from last meeting—December 12, 2014 

   A motion was made to accept the minutes of the December 12, 2014 meeting.  The 

motion was seconded and passed.   

 

IV. Sub-Committee Reports 

A. Graduate Faculty and Curriculum Review                                                                                               

Dr. Vaughn Barry, Chair 

 The January Consent Calendar is attached. 

 A motion was made to accept the Consent Calendar.  The motion was 

seconded and passed. 

 

B. Student Affairs and Travel                                                                                                                     

Dr. Kathleen Darby, Chair                                                                                                                            

 No report at this time. 

 

C. Policies and Procedures                                                                                                                     

Dr. Bichaka Fayissa, Chair  

 No report at this time. 

   

D. Graduate Program Review                                                                                                                     

Dr. Ginny Dansby, Chair     

 No report at this time.   

 

 

V. Old Business 

VI. New Business 

 Graduate Student Association President, Josh Howard, noted that the 

printing allocations for students have changed effective January 20
th

.  

Printing is no longer free.  Students are now limited to the number of copies 

they can print before they will need to add funds to their Blue ID card.    

Beginning January 20
th

, students can print approximately 320 black and 

white or 140 color prints each semester.  These changes affect all campus 



labs.  Josh is concerned about there being no distinction in the number of 

copies allocated for undergraduate and graduate students. 

 

 Dr. Handy distributed some handouts (attached) pertaining to English 

Language Proficiency Standards.  Dr. Handy discussed the English language 

standards of our peer institutions in comparison to those of MTSU.  Some of 

the points of discussion included: 

 

o Should individual programs set their own English Language 

Standards as opposed to using those already in place by the 

College of Graduate Studies? 

o Concern about programs being perceived as being unwelcoming to 

international students. 

o Should we raise our standards for the TOEFL PBT/TOEFL IBT/ 

IELTS? 

o Is it time to consider having not just required competency in 

spoken English but in written English as well for GTAs? 

   

Dr. Handy asked the council members to have discussions about the  

above-mentioned matters within their own departments.   

 

 

    

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:28 pm.  The next  

Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for February 27
th

. 
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    Graduate Council – Consent Calendar 

January 23, 2015 

 
Graduate Faculty Membership 
 
Shannon Harmon / Elementary and Special Education / EdD  
Yating Hu / Engineering Technology / PhD  
Darren Levin / Speech and Theatre / MFA  
Mike Linton / Music / PhD  
Joseph Morgan / Music / PhD  
Rebecca Seipelt-Thiemann / Biology / PhD  
Stephen Shearon / Music / PhD  
 

Adjunct 
Dana Autry / Health and Human Performance / PhD  
Pamela Ertel / Educational Leadership / EdD  
Andra Helton / Elementary and Special Education / EdD  
Paul Henderson / Music / MM 
Angela Risto / Educational Leadership / EdD  
Joey Shaw / Biology / PhD - 
  

 

 

Graduate Curriculum Changes 

 

Geosciences 
Change in Credit Hours 
PGEO  6060 Advanced Topics in Geosciences 
  Change credit hours from 3 credit hours to variable credit of 1 to 3 hours,     
              effective Summer 2015  
 
 
 
 

Educational Leadership 

Non-Substantive Revisions in Curriculum of Existing Major, Minor, Emphasis 
For the MED Curriculum and Instruction – English as a Second Language Concentration, add program restriction to the 
following courses:   
SPSE  6800 Language and Linguistics for ESL Teachers 
YOED  6030 Content Instruction for ELLs 
SPSE  6715 Applied Research and Practice in EIL Environments 
 
Changes to be effective Summer 2015 
 
 
 

Aerospace 

Non-Substantive Revisions in Curriculum of Existing Major, Minor, Emphasis 
MS in Aviation Administration – Aviation Education Concentration:  In addition to the 18 hours of core course, note the 
prescribed 6 hours of required Education Courses, choose 6 hours of Education Electives, and choose 6 hours of required 
Aerospace Electives, effective Fall 2015 
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Computer Information Systems 

Proposed New Courses 
BIA  6905 Applied Business Analytics, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
BIA  6910 Business Intelligence, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
BIA  6920 Data Mining and Predictive Analytics, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
INFS  6810 Big Data for Analytics, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
INFS  6835 IT Applications for Decision Making, 2 credit hours, Fall 2015 
INFS  6855 Information Systems, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

Business Administration 

Change in Admission to Program must go to TBR 
Change the Admission Requirements to accept both GRE and GMAT scores, effective Summer 2015 
 
Change in core course offerings, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
Proposed New Course 
MBA  6805 Professional Development Seminar, 1 credit hour, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
 
 

Accounting 

Proposed New Courses 
ACTG  6815 Accounting Information for Managers, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
ACTG  6885 Decision Making in Accounting and Finance, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
 
 

Management and Marketing 

Proposed New Courses 
BUAD  6915 Integrated Marketing and Management Decision Making, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
BUAD  6925 Strategic Business Consulting, 4 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
MGMT 6825 Leading Organizations, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
MGMT 6875 Supply Chain Operations, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
MKT    6895 Marketing Strategy, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
 
 

Economics and Finance 

Proposed New Courses 
ECON  6865 Economic Decisions for Managers, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
FIN      6845 Managerial Finance, 2 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
FIN      6885 Decision Making in Accounting and Finance, 3 credit hours, effective Fall 2015 
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Electronic Media Communication 

Inactivation of Course 
MC  6350 Cultural Studies in Popular Music, effective Fall 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Science 

Other must go to TBR 
Revisions to the MS in Professional Science – Healthcare Informatics Concentration, effective Summer 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

Elementary and Special Education 

Course Title Change/Reactivation 
ELED  6290/7290  Reactivate ELED 7290  
      Change Title from Inquiry and Problem-Based Learning to Research into Practice,  
      effective Summer 2015 
 
 
 
Other must go to TBR/needs cover memo 
Deactivation of both the Early Childhood Concentration and the Middle School Concentration; restructure course 
 offerings in the Elementary Education Concentration, effective Summer 2015 
 
 
Change in Credit Hours and Dual-List 
ELED 6220/7220 Seminar in Elementary Education, change to 1-3 credit hours, effective Summer 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLED ITEMS 
Educational Leadership --- Changes in admission requirements for the MED Curriculum and Instruction – Concentration in 
                               English as Second Language 
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