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New CBAS Chairs for 2009-10               
After a year as Interim 
Chair, Dr. Ron Hender-
son was appointed as 
chair of Physics and 
Astronomy. Dr. Hender-
son brings knowledge of 
the university, commit-
ment to the department, new 
ideas, and boundless energy to the 
position.  
LTC Tharrel ñTKò Kast is the new 

Professor of Military 
Science and Chair of the 
Department of Military 
Science at MTSU. LTC 
Kast has had a distin-
guished career in the 
army after graduating 

from UT -Chattanooga. His last 
assignment was as operations 
officer at Fort Bragg, NC, 1st 
Theatre Sustainment Command.  
Dr. Don Nelson has 
been appointed as 
interim Chair of 
Mathematical Sci-
ences after Dr. Terry 
Quinn returned to 
full -time teaching at the end of 
July 2009. Dr. Nelson has been 
at MTSU since 1986 and is com-
mitted to serving the department 
in a new role. He served as assis-
tant chair from 1992 to 1998. 
Special thanks to Dr. Quinn for 
his three years of service as chair.  

MTSUôs proposal to create a B.S. in 
Forensic Science was approved by 
Executive order by the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission. The 
program includes substantial 
coursework from the departments 
of Biology and Chemistry with ad-
ditional coursework from Criminal 

Justice. Drs. George Murphy, Earl 
Pearson, and Deborah Newman 
(CJA) developed the interdiscipli-
nary proposal. 
 

During the summer of 2009, 
TMSTEC projects provided sus-
tained teacher development insti-
tutes for more than 500 K -12 
teachers across Tennessee. 
TMSTEC and its partners pro-
vided more than 110 days of 
teacher development in Mur-
freesboro, Chattanooga, Knox-
ville, Clarksville, and Memphis. 
Institutes focused on utilizing 
technology to improve student 
learning in mathematics through  
the Texas Instruments Nspire, a  
 

L  i e u t e n a n t 
Colonel Michael T. 
Walsh, past Chair 
of MTSU Military 
Science Department 
and Professor of Mili-
tary Science, was recently pro-
moted to Colonel.  The officiat-
ing officer for the ceremony was 
Brigadier General Terry ñMaxò 
Haston, an MTSU graduate and 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
Tennessee Army National 
Guard. In September, Col. 
Walsh leads an 11-man advisory 
team to Iraq for a 12-month 
deployment. His team is 
charged with coaching and ad-
vising the leadership of an Iraqi 
Army division. His wife Trish 
and other family members were 
present at MTSU for the promo-
tion ceremony.  Col. Walshôs 
awards and decorations include 
the Bronze Star Medal, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, and 
the Meritorious Service Medal.  

 

LTC Walsh Promoted to 

Full Colonel 

student handheld computer, as   
well as advanced training on the 
Nspire system for returning 
teachers. Our Teacherôs Excel-
lence project focused on high 
school mathematics and physics 

instruction. Efforts are 
supported by faculty at 
MTSU, TBR and UT insti-
tutions. Projects are led by 

Dr. Rick Vanosdall, 
(TMSTEC director), Drs. Richard 
Audet, Dovie Kimmins , Mary 
Martin , and TMSTEC staff.  

TMSTEC WORKSHOPS  

The National Professional Sci-
ence Masterôs Association 
(NPSMA) held a regional work-
shop in Nashville on June 18th 
and 19th this year. Professional 
Science Masterôs (PSM) directors 
from across the nation attended 
to discuss ways to begin, fund, 
and maintain PSM pro-
grams. MTSUôs Master 
of Science in Profes-
sional Science (MSPS) 
is equivalent to the 

PSM degree and was proud to 
welcome the NPSMA workshop 
to Nashville. MSPS director, Dr. 
Saeed Foroudastan, attended the 
workshop and shared his pro-
gram experiences with other di-
rectors. A group of MSPS stu-
dents also attended the work-

shop. Two recent 
MSPS graduates, 
Karen Beasley and 
Jason Shelton, 
(see CBAS pg.2) 

B.S. in Forensic  

Science 



A erospace 
News and Publications, Ad-
missions, and MTTV made 
"Spotlight" videos highlighting 
different areas on campus. The 
Aerospace Department is the 
first academic program to be 
highlighted on True Blue TV 
and the ñCampus BLUELIGHT 
EDITION.ò  The clips can be 
seen on YouTube and are also 
shown on the campus TV sta-

tion, MTTV.      An-
drew Symonds, 
Aerospace Aca-
demic Advisor is 
featured on one of 

the three clips.  
http://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Yg_LB1kwC_g 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WAYdX291T08 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=kk88XaKlvZE   
 

A g r i b u s i n e s s /

Agriscience    

Student Wins World 
Championship  

 

MTSU Equestrian Team Mem-
ber Korry Bailey , Interdiscipli  
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nary Studies major, won the 
world championship in the 
Youth Cow Horse Competition 
riding her horse Sparking 
Champ. The competition was 
held in Oklahoma City August 
2, 2009. Korry beat all the 
cowboys from Texas and Okla-
homa. The working cow horse 
is a fast and exciting class to 

watch that combines both a 
reining pattern and cow han-
dling work.  
 

 

B iology 
Cindi Smith -Walters 
(Biology/Center for 
EE) and Cheryl 
Hitchcock (Early 
Childhood) re-
cently conducted 
two Project Learn-
ing Tree (PLT) work-
shops with representatives 
from the TN Division of For-
estry. In July, the day long 
workshop was held at the Wil-
son County Fairgrounds in 
Lebanon and hosted by the 
Middle Tennessee Stormwater 
Coalition. At the training over  
50 classroom teachers, youth 
leaders, and natural resource 
professionals received PLT 
Training. The second work-
shop was held at Jasper Ele-
mentary School in August. 
Nearly 60 PreK-4th grade 
teachers participated in the 
daylong training, received PLT 
curriculum guides, and 
learned how to better make 
use of their 8-acre campus to 
teach required state mandates 
in science, mathematics, social 
studies, and language arts.  
 

 

C omputer Science 
Brenda Parker 
conducted a one-
day Alice work-
shop on July 
27th on the 
MTSU campus. 
Alice is a free soft-
ware offered by Carnegie Mel-
lon University which allows 
students to easily create games 
and 3-D animations. Several 
middle and high school teach-
ers as well as local 4-H leaders 
were in attendance at the 
workshop. 
 
 

 

$600K NSF-Partnership 
for Innovation in IT 

 

Nationally, enrollments in 
computer science have de-

clined by 50% since 2000. Our 
nation needs a strong IT work-
force and MTSU wants to do 
its part. A partnership with 
Nashville State Community 
College, Alabama A & M Uni-
versity, Mind2Marketplace 
and The Nashville Technology 
Council to recruit and retain 
computing students  will help. 
High school students will be 
exposed to computing through 
summer camps on robotics, 
Alice and multi -media pro-

gramming. College 
students will be 
engaged in real-
world computing 
problems to help 
retention. Cen Li, 
Zh i j i -

ang Dong, and 
Tom Cheatham 
are the PIs. 
 
 

P hysics 
Chuck Higgins (Physics & As-
tronomy) received the 2009 
McGuffey Lon-
gevity Award 
from the Text 
and Academic 
Authors Asso-
ciation (TAA).  
The book is 
titled An In-
troduction to 
Physical Science, 12th ed., by 
James T. Shipman, Jerry D. 
Wilson, Aaron Todd, and 
Charles Higgins, published by 
Houghton Mifflin (Now Cen-
gage) (College Physical Science 
category). The late Dr. Aaron 
Todd(Chemistry) was recog-
nized at the conference for his 
10 year contribution to the 
textbook. 
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joined current students  Kris-
tina Hulsey  and Sandi Hyde 
for a question-and-answer ses-
sion. NPSMA members com-
plimented the panel and 
boasted that it was the most 
interesting workshop session 
of the weekend. 
 

Eight MSPS students recently 
gave internship presentations 

with several 

faculty and 
business partners in atten-
dance. This semester, intern-
ships were completed at Van-
derbilt University Medical 
Center, NASA, InMotion, 
Nodality, and United South 
and Eastern Tribes. 
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