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The following is aWash- try viewed hlstorlcally as low-tech ar on the MTSU program and it is anxious to
ington Post article pub- dirty. In the process, the budding concr recoup its investment. Over the past dec-
lished in the December - scholars jokingly declare they one day v ade, many young workers have gravitated
2001 issue. The author "kick asphalt" with starting jobs offerin toward high-tech jobs at a time in which
Associated Press report $45 000, a company car and other perks concrete businesses have consolidated and
Marta  W. Aldrich. We “The concrete industry has depth,” s become more competitive, and need pro-
reprinted it here in it Matt Dryden, 30, a junior who left carpe fessional managers.
entirety: try work to seek a degree in the hard stu "Young people aren't interested anymore
"A lot of people think it's just about drir in 'old economy" industries like construc-
e walk on it, drive on it. It sparing a big truck and placing sidewalks a tion or concrete,” said Robert Garbini,
rivers, holds back dams, serves as the f( patios. They don't realize there's all kir president of the National Ready Mixed
dation of skyscrapers, shopping centers, of professional jobs in sales, quality cc Concrete Association.

homes. trol, production management, managing "They want to become an investment
Yet, since the Roman Empire first inti project for a concrete contractor -- all sc banker or work in the stock market or the
duced a rudimentary form of concre of things,” he said. Internet. They don't realize there are huge

around 300 B.C., academia has virtu: The university program is the brainch opportunities for longevity and success in a
snubbed the oozing, grainy mixture tl of industry heavyweights who bemoar growth industry like ours,” he said.
accounts for about a third of the natio the lack of concrete course work in colle So what exactly do concrete scholars
$250 billion construction industry. civil engineering programs. With ma study for four years?

Now, a growing Tennessee school is concrete classes squeezed out by comy  The foundation is math and science, with
nation's first university to churn out grac courses, civil engineers today gener: @ heavy load of business courses. That's
ates with four-year degrees in, well, ct graduate from college knowing little abc solidified by instruction in everything from

crete. the properties of one of the primary cc how to erect precast concrete to what to do
"We're not abou struction materials. when a slab curls or separates.
just leamning tc That concerns industry leaders. They learn about hydration -- the chemi-

pour slab,” sait "you never know all there is to knc cal process of making concrete by turning
Austin  Cheney about concrete,” said Ward Malisch of 1 cement and water into the glue that holds
director of the American Concrete Institute, a techni together aggregates such as sand, gravel or
Concrete Industr society devoted to building better wi crushed stone -- and admixtures, which are
Management pra concrete. chemicals that modify concrete's proper-
gram at Middle Tennessee State Univers “|t's an exciting material, and the chen ties, such as making it set faster or slower.
a 19,000-student school just south of Né try involved is incredibly complex,” h They conduct slump tests and strength
ville. said. tests, and the learn industry codes and en-
"People don't realize concrete is in alm  On-the-job training can result in cos vironmental regulations.
every structure built. There's a lot of techr mistakes that require removing and repl By graduation, they are as adept at using
ogy involved. We need professionals w ing huge chunks of concrete -- "a contr PowerPoint as they are at using a trowel.
can understand both the technical side tor's nightmare,” said Malisch, who help And, perhaps most of all, they adopt the
the business side. This isn't a laborer's develop MTSU's program. industry's pet peeve and pledge to teach all
gree." "Believe me, you'd rather learn it in who will listen that cement and concrete
The bachelor of science program starte classroom than make a mistake on a m: are not the same. Cement is an ingredient
the fall of 1996 with two students. It now h project that can cost you millions of dolle used to make concrete.
about 100 students and nearly 20 graduat and set a project back months," he said.
The aim is to break the mold on an ind  The industry has spent at least $1 mill

Lynn Parsons Named Outstanding Educator

L ganizations within and outside of Tenn ter. She has presented over 40 papers, sev-
ynn Parsons, DSN, RN, CNA, h see. Her articles have appeared in dozer eral at the national and international levels,
been named Outstanding Educator for 2 online and traditional publications, and < and was selected through a rigorous peer
by the Tennessee Nursing Associatis a regular participant on nursing-rela review process to become Distinguished
(TNA). The Council on Nursing Educatic editorial boards. Lecturer for Sigma Theta Tau International
Award for Outstanding Nurse Educar Her grant activity has experienced trem on nurse delegation decision-making top-
recognizes the accomplishments of ntdous success in generating thousand: ics.

educators in Tennessee in honor of D dollars in grant monies for various Midc Dr. Parsons has been very active at both
Ruth Neil Murry. Tennessee medical institutions, includ the district and state levels of the Tennes-

Dr. Parsons is a frequent presenter tc MTSU and Middle Tennessee Medical Ci see Nursing Association.
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The KW BoE.S.T- (Boastful Educators Showing Talents)

All departments are invited to submit items for this column

A video clips, hands-on activities, lectur E Lynn Parsons and Karen Ward co-
gribusiness/Agriscience and discussion. The video-conference v ngineering Technology/Industrial presenters on the topic, "Claim Your
Harley Foutch recently attended the 2001jgined by a studio audience of 5th grad: Studies Power! Writing Successful Presentation
Annual Conference of the American Assofom Reeves Rogers Elementary School David Gore was elected secretary recently éstracts."

ciation of Colleges of Agriculture and Re- the meeting of the Manufacturing Engineering

newable Resources (AASCARR) at Califor- Technology Advisory Committee. Linda Covington presented a paper
nia State University, Fresno. Dr. Foutcl‘Compwter Science entitled "Digital Divide in TBR Schools"

serves as President of the organization. o~ "h 1o has been awarded an Eise Marvin Runyon, Chairholder of the Robert Eat the National Conference of Higher
) hower Professional Development Grant 1 and Georgianna West Russell Chair in ManEducation in Cincinnati, OH in October.
Harley Foutch, as President of AAS- 3 ; i facturing Excellence, spoke in November to
> .~ _the 2001-2002 academic year to implem:
CARR, attended the National Associationy” toocher Enhancement Partnership - Students (ETIS/ CSCI) and faculty on the topRuzanne Prevosivas re-elected to the
of State Universities and Land-Grant Col; : o .4 "The Use of Technology in Corporate AmeSigma Theta Tau International Research
Maury, Lewis, and Williamson County Mid ay p 9

leges meeting of University Presidents in, . “'a'\ * " ciicnce Teachers” Also s ica" Committee at the biennial convention in

Washington, DC in November. He alsosen/ed as Session Chair at the .MidSOUIh( Indianapolis, IN in October.

attended the American Association of Statﬁssociation for Computing Machiner M

Colleges and Universities at their annua(lACM) conference in Gatlinburg in Nover athematical Sciences Kate Moore and Suzanne Prevost

meeting in New Orleans, LA in November. o/ - Dovie Kimmins presented "One University'sittended the Heritage Society Dinner at
' Experience in Improving Teacher Licensutke Marriott Hotel in Nashville in No-

The Farm Laboratory along with RUthe"-Judy Hankins and Brenda Parker co- EXam Pass Rate" at the 100th annual meetignber. Members of this society are

ford County Soil Conservation District | o " "ol at the MidSoutheast Ac Of the School of Science and Mathematicsirse philanthropists.
hosted the county 4H-FFA Land Judgm@ nference in Gatlinburg in November en Association Conference in Chicago, IL, in
Contest in September. Teams from severﬁgd “Teaching Computer Literacy Online November

high schools in the area competed with &
T Iso they had a research paper accepted
total of 100 students participating. the National Educational Computing Confe M . )
. . . _ence (NECC) held in June 2002. The paf ilitary Science . P .
The Milk Processing Plant was involved in i \yin he'an oral presentation, is entiti The department recently was selected as wi hysics
several activities in October: providing. ., - Joys and Sorrows of Teac’hing Co Ner of the Order of the Founders and Patrio

; : e Congressman Bart Gorddn

seyeral gallons of c‘:hogolate mll_k for theguter Literacy Online.” of America. Th[s is an Awarq lfor Excellence annognced in November that the 1S

Dairy Science Club's silent auction at th as the outstanding ROTC Unit in the US Army h

Dairy Expo; conducting several dairy tours,. . Region I, which means they must excel if] JoUS€ Of Representatives Hhas
! Richard Detmer presented a talk at the Mic ~€9 ! Yy approved $340,000 for the ndw

providing two Cub S?IE.Ut 9“0“%5 t}?e OPPOT%, theast ACM conference in Gatlinburg P0th the Military Science Program and inf MTSU Observatory Plaza.
tunity to practice milking; and the entirey o her entitied “The 1A-64 Architecture. 2cademic endeavors. The observatory structure will beja

Farm staff was involved in assisting withAISO he served as Session Chair. naked-eye, self-guided facility fqr

Farm Day Festival. The department also was recognized as one | students and the general public|to

Mr. Allen Willmore, a senior Plant and Cen Li was awarded an Instructional Evalu (1€ 15 schools out of 88 within Region Il thaf Iea';n ab|OUt astrogom)ll. A serleﬁl 0{]12
e L i i 1 has exceeded their commissioning missior] Uniformly spaced columns will e

Soil Science major from Manchester. tion and Development Grant which will b A >0 laced around the outer edge of the
h e ; S d h ; f They received the Commander's Louisvilld P g

with a minor in Business Administration used to purchase equipment for a course

> . 1 > circular plaza to give observers
has received the Middle Tennessee Goff ~ Will be teaching during the summer entitle ;';g?ser Baseball bat as one of the MVP prd fuiers that can be used to lochte

=

Course Superintendent's Association “Mobile Robotics.” astronomical objects or track the
Scholarship apparent motion of the sun. Learnihg
_\ basic principles of celestigl
Chemistry ursing ) navigation, identifying circumpolgr
B ) Pat Patterson presented a paper entitle The following faculty presented at the Sigmd constellations, using constellations|to
iology "Making the Connection Between the Clas 1h€ta Tau Intemational in Indianapolis, IN in| tell time, identifying the first days ¢f
Kim Sadler conducted a WET (Water ;qom and the Real World" at the 21st Lil November: the seasons and measuring the Eajth's
; ; ; ; .| rotation rate are some tHe
Education for Teachers) in-service trainconference on College Teaching in Oxfor Suzanne Prevostlead presenter, for the topic| ° =0 - S & = 20 hhe
ing session for several Campus Scho@H in November. "Sigma Theta Tau Intelr‘natlonal: Your Re- neev observatory. Reminiscent in
faculty. Participants investigated the search Support System.” And lead present{ jogion'to Stonehenge, the plaza il
characteristics and significance of watepat Patterson, Brenda Parker (CScl), for the topic "Leading Nurses tBvidenced | syrround a building planned for later
through a series of inquiry-based learrGindi Smith-Walters (BIOL), and Kim Based Practice. construction to house the university's
ing activities. Sadler (BIOL) were awarded a 2001-20C main telescope. (Stonehenge i a
Eisenhower Professional Development Gr Dara Grissom, nursing major, won first plagce ir:wreEhr!lztlgrr:(c:i arllrt\Lcjiatl)erl]iqeo\?eudmtgnl;el?Jg&ét gs
Cindi-Smith Walters and Karen entitled "A Teacher Enhancement Partn | % o' \qon posters contest at the TAS/ an ancient astronomical tool.)
Hargrove conducted a video-conferencéhip for Maury, Lewis, and W'"'amS?' KAS joint meeting held at MTSU recently. MTSU officials said the ne
which was viewed by classrooms in afrounty Middle School Science Teachers.” | per entry was in the science and math observatory, to be equipped wgh
eight-county service area. The program education section. state-of-the-art technology, will He
explored water use, pollution, and re- located between the Cope building

and Peck Hall.

sponsible actions through the use of




