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TN Academy of Science  

Congratulations to the newly ten-
ured and promoted CBAS faculty 
including: Tenured and Promoted 
to Associate ProfessorðDaniel 
Erenso, Joseph C. Hawkins, Anhua 
Lin, Chris Stephens, Lita F. Warise, 
and Ping Zhang; Promoted to Pro-
fessorðSing Chong, Ronald Hen-
derson, and Eric Klumpe .  Nine 
CBAS faculty were recognized.  

Dr. Gore Ervin , Biology, served 
as chair of the Tennessee Acad-
emy of Science for 2009. Dr. 
Cindi Smith -Walters is Past-
President and Chair of the Long 
Range Planning Committee, and 
Dr. Kim Sadler is Chair of the 
Education Committee. Dr. 
Charles McGhee is Chair of the 

Fellows Committee, and Dr. 
George Murphy is Chair of the 
Necrology Committee. MTSU 
faculty chair divisions and ses-
sions, and 11 CBAS faculty and 
20 students made 15 different 
presentations. Thanks to all who 
participated at the TAS meeting 
October 30. 

The Aerospace Division of the 
American Society of Civil Engi-
neering (ASCE) selected Dr. Wal-
ter Boles, Chair of Engineering 

Technology, for the 
2009 Outstanding Pro-
fessional Service 
Award. This  is one of 
the highest awards  
given to an individual 

who has contributed substan-
tially to the advancement of aero-

MTSU received a 5-year $1.9M 
grant to help launch a replicate of 
the nationally -known UTeach pro-
gram created at the University of 
Texas Austin.  UTeach fundamen-
tally changes the way high school 
math and science teachers are 
trained.  UTeach recruits strong 
math and science majors with an 
opportunity to try out teaching for 
free through two one-credit fresh-
man courses that help the college 
student prepare and deliver an ac-
tive-learning lesson for elementary 
students and middle school stu-
dents.  UTeach supports deep con-
tent knowledge and early, and of-
ten, engagement of future teachers 
in K-12 classrooms.  Training in 
pedagogy is specific to the content 
area and delivered  by master 
teachers who were outstanding  
high school teachers.  MTSUôs ver-
sion of UTeach will be called 
MTeach.  The 
MTeach program 
will be directed by 
Dr. Amy Phelps, 
Chemistry, and Dr. 
Linda Gilbert , Edu-
cational Leadership.  Both are pas-
sionate about improving teaching 
and learning for all students. Spe-
cial thanks to Dr. Rick Vanosdall, 
Dr. Robert Carlton , Dr. Phil 
Waldrop (Associate Dean for 
Teacher Education at MTSU) and 
Ms. Leigh Gostowski for helping 
with the proposal.  

MTSU Funded to Replicate 

UTeach 
 space science and technology 

through civil engineering. The 
award will be presented at 
the ASCE 2010 National 
Conference. Dr. Lynn 
Parsons was named 
2009 Distinguished 
Educator in Distance 
Learning by the MTSU 
College of Continuing Education 
and Distance Learning. Congratu-
lations to Drs. Parsons and Boles. 

Famous Chemists Speak at MTSU 

Dr. Tom Lane, Presi-
dent of the American 
Chemical Society, 
spoke at the weekly 
chemistry seminar 

organized by Dr. Martin Stewart. 
Dr. Lane  had a distinguished 35-
year career as a chemist for Dow 
Corning Corporation. He was on 
the cover of Chemical  & Engi-
neering News in January 2009. 
He gave an inspiring talk to fac-
ulty and students about how 

chemistry improves peopleôs 
lives. Drs. Judith Iriarte -Gross 
and Preston MacDougal arranged 
a Distinguished Lecture series 
visit by Dr. Dick Zare, Chair of 
Stanford University Chemistry 
Department and internationally 
known chemist. Dr. Zare spoke to 
several groups including an excit-
ing lecture for a general audience 
on using problem solving skills to 
succeed in life. Both gentlemen 
did a wonderful job!  

Newly Tenured/Promoted  
Faculty  

Inaugural Aerospace Scholarship Award Banquet 

On Saturday, November 21, the 
Aerospace Department held an 
Inaugural Awards banquet to rec-
ognize scholarship recipients and 
also to recognize the generosity of 
the donors who had made this 
possible. In addition, executive 
members of the Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association (AOPA), 
the largest aviation association in 
the world, attended the event to 

announce that the MTSU Aero-
space Department and the Air-
craft Owners and Pilots Associa-
tion had reached an accord to 
further help students with the 
cost of their flight training. At 
the event, Amit Sakar, VP of 
Marketing of the AOPAôs Air 
Safety Foundation, presented a 
check to Dr. Sidney McPhee             
see ñBanquetò    pg 2 



A erospace 
ñBanquetò from pg 1        for the 
first of what will become an 
annual $7,500 scholarship. In 
addition, FREE membership 
to every Aerospace student in 
the aviation program will also 
be provided as part of the 
agreement. As AOPA mem-
bers, MTSU students will, like 
all AOPA members, have ac-
cess to the expertise of AOPA's 
technical specialists. "We work 
really hard at MTSU to make 
sure our aviation students are 
ready for the real world they'll 
face when they graduate," said 
Dr. Wayne Dornan, Chair of 
MTSU's Aerospace Program. 
"The scholarship will ease the 
financial burden for some, and 
the AOPA membership is 
something that will help all of 
our students, during their ca-
reers here and in whatever 
kind of aviation career they 
pursue after graduation.ò 

John 
and Bar-
bara El-
lington, 
who 
through 
their 

generosity provide an annual 
scholarship to Aerospace stu-
dents, are seen here with Ryan 
Mortensen, this yearôs recipi-
ent of the John and Barbara 
Ellington Aerospace Scholar-
ship.  
 

A g r i b u s i n e s s /
Agriscience 
Kym Stricklin is the new Ex-
ecutive Aide in the School of 
Agribusiness and Agriscience. 
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An MTSU employee since June 
2006, Ms. Stricklin transferred 
to ABAS from the 
Center for Popular 
Music. Previously, 
she was Secretary to 
the Dean of the 
School of Music and 
the Arts at Cumberland Uni-
versity in Lebanon, TN. She is 
the current President of the 
MTSU Association of Secretar-
ial and Clerical Employees 
(ASCE). 

Jessica Carter served 
as the associate judge 
for the national Red 
Angus show that was 
held during the North 

American International 
Livestock Exposition in Louis-
ville, KY on Nov. 16, 2009. 
 

Drs. Nate Phillips and Warren 
Anderson, students from 
ABAS, and the Rutherford Co. 
Habitat for Humanity have 
partnered together in estab-
lishing a community garden.  
This project was initiated sev-
eral months ago through con-
versations with Beth Smith, 
the director of Habitat for Hu-
manity; Drs. Bonner and 
Owens from the MTSU Office 
of Community Engagement 
and Support; ABAS; and UT 
Extension personnel. The ob-
jective is to assist community 
members associated with 
Habitat for Humanity in learn-

ing garden-
ing skills 
that they can 
use to grow 
their own 
produce. 

Funds and materials were so-
licited through donations for 
the construction of the first 
raised bed.  In October, a kick-

off event with a table top dem-
onstration of ñlasagnaò gar-
dening was held. In November 
community members, Drs. 
Phillips, Anderson and ABAS 
students layered the bed with 
cardboard, newspaper, leaves, 
coffee grounds, egg shells and 
compost to 
complete the 
first lasagna 
garden. 
Seminars on 
gardening 
and food processing will con-
tinue through the winter.  

 

B iology 
Dr. Jeff Walck and an Austra-
lian colleague have published 
an opinion paper in the jour-
nal Nature , which is one of the 
two most prestigious publica-
tions in the field of science 
(the journal Science being the 
other). Dr. Murphy states, ñI 
believe this is the first Nature 
publication by an individual 
while employed by MTSU.ò 
Congratulations, Dr. Walck, 
for this achievement. 

 

E ngineering  

Technology 
A lean graduate research pro-
ject (ET 6390, lean course) at 
the MTMC ñCath Labò was 
completed this month. The 
new Six Sigma team (ET 6190, 
Six Sigma) of three graduate 
students will now begin quality 
research activities identified by 
the lean project team for next 
spring and summer semesters. 
Training is planned for MTMC 
staff personnel in lean technol-

ogy and ñ5Sò improvement 
methods.  

 

M athematical  
Sciences 
Congratulations are in order 
for the following faculty for co -
authoring a recently accepted 
publication: Drs. Terry Quinn 
and Zachariah Sinkala 
(MATH), Drs. Anthony Farone 
and Mary Farone (BIOL), and 
Dr. Paul Kline (CHEM). A 
Practical Approach for Com-
puting the Active Site of the 
Ribonucleoside Hydrolase of 
E.coli Encoded by ribC 
ñAdvances in Computational 
Biology,ò Springer Series, Ad-
vances in Experimental Medi-
cine and Biology, AEMB, to 
appear, 2010. 

 

N ursing 
Wilson, D.R. (2010). Health 
Consequences of Childhood 
Sexual Abuse. Perspectives in 
Psychiatic Care, 46 (1), 56-64. 
Publishing in January.   
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