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E ighteen MTSU Army ROTC Cadets 

will attend the National Cadet Command 
Leadership Development Assessment 

Course (LDAC) at Fort Lewis, WA.  
Four cadets will attend the Leadership 

Development Course at Fort Knox, KY. 

Five cadets will attend Parachutist School 

at Fort Benning, GA.  One cadet will 
attend Air Assault School at West Point, 

NY.  Additionally, three cadets will 
receive follow-on training after LDAC 

with one cadet participating in helicopter 

training in ND while two other cadets will 
be at Fort Campbell and Aberdeen 

Proving Ground , MD.  

Military Science Cadet Training 

Horse Science Successes  
 

S everal individuals and the Western 
Riding Team competed at the national 

Intercollegiate Horse Show Association.  
The team placed 4th nationally.  Individu-

ally, Sarah McKee was named national 

champion in Individual Intermediate, and 
alumnus Jess Schultz won both Reining 

and Rail competitions.  Matt McMurtrey 

(Team Intermediate) and Elaine Gray 
(Individual Beginner) were Reserve Cham-

pions.  Crystal Hall (Team Beginner) and 
Sarah McKee (Team Novice) won 3rd and 

Whitney Henon (Team Advanced) won 

6th place.  It was a great show for our 
students. Students pictured left to right: 

AQHA repre-
sentative, 

Amarillo, 

TX; Jessica 
Schultz, 

MTSU Barn 

Manager, 
Murfrees-

boro; Faye 
Lynn Coffey, 

Asst. Coach, 

Murfreesboro; Elaine Gray, Senior, Mur-
freesboro; Amy Snoderly, Junior, Mary-

ville; Crystal Hall, Senior, Brentwood; 
Matt McMurtrey, Freshman, Orlando, FL; 

Whitney Herron, 
Junior, Maryville; 

Sarah McKee, 

Junior, Gallatin; 
Emily Cavender, 

Junior, Knoxville; 

Michael 
Hunsinger, Sen-

ior, Gallatin; 
Anne Brzezicki, 

Head Coach, 

Murfreesboro; Bob Cacchione, IHSA 
Exec. Director and founder, Fairfield, CT. 

 

O n Monday, June 4, undergraduate 
students from MTSU, TSU, the Univer-

sity of Memphis, and Southern Univer-

sity of New Orleans (SUNO) met for an 
orientation for the summer research 

program at MTSU.  With funding from 
STEPMT (24 students), TLSAMP (5 

students), and the office of the Provost 

(2 students) we have a wonderful group 
of aspiring scientists and engineers.  

Including funding for mentors, the col-

lege is investing over $150,000 in under-
graduate research this summer alone.  

Our STEPMT mentors for research teams 
include Becky Seipelt and Bruce Cahoon 

from Biology, Walter Boles and Ahad 

Nasab from ETIS, and Daniel Erenso 
from Physics.  A STEPMT research team 

consists of a faculty mentor, two under-
graduate students, a high school STEM 

teacher and a high school student.  Our 

TLSAMP mentors include Matt Elrod-
Erickson, Tony Farone, Andy Brower 

and Sandra Johnson from Biology and 

A  familiar question some parents may 

be asked on a vacation trip this summer is 
ñAre we there yet?ò  This question might 

also be asked in relation to the new science 

building.  The answer is that weôre right on 
track in the planning and design process.  

The phase of Schematic Design is nearly 

complete and is currently undergoing a 
budget analysis, a normal part of every 

project.  Faculty from Biology and Chem-
istry continue discussions with the Joint 

Venture Team to ensure that the program 

remains within the budget.  Issues under 
consideration include building security, 

classroom technology, and optimization of 

air handling/fume hoods.  Later this sum-
mer the Design Development phase begins 

when small groups of faculty will meet 
with the designers to determine configura-

tion of each space, location of equipment, 

as well as appropriate utilities and case-
work.  So, weôre not there yet, but weôre 

making great progress.  

Science Building  

Update 

Brenda Parker from Computer Science.  
Our mentors for students in industry 

settings include Dick Redditt, Chong 
Chen, Karim Salman and Heather Brown 

from ETIS.  James Howard from Chem-

istry and Judith Shardo from Biology are 
mentoring students at MTSU working on 

collaborative problems with industry. 

The SUNO students are here as a part of 
the partnership agreement that President 

McPhee signed with SUNO.   

SUNO Participants 



B iology 
 

Captain Dan Roberts (M.S., 

Biology, 2007) made a presen-

tation at the 78th Annual Meet-

ing of the Aerospace Medical 

Association in New Orleans, 

LA, held May 13-17.  The pres-

entation was titled "The Effect 

of Reduced Oxygen Breathing 

Induced Hypoxia on Error Rate in 

Civilian Aviation Simulators" by 

Daniel A. Roberts, Capt., USAF, 

BSC, Amy E. Jetton, Paul A. 

Craig,  and Freder ick L. 

Nauer.  Capt. Roberts represented 

both the Aerospace and Biology 

Departments with this presenta-

tion. 

Jennifer A. Freimund (M.S., Biol-

o g y ,  2 0 0 7 ) p r e s e n t e d 

"Aldosterone signal transduction 

pathways regulating serum and 

glucocorticoid-induced kinase-1 

(sgk1) expression in murine kid-

ney cells" by Jennifer A. Fre-

imund and Amy E. Jetton at the 

Endocrine Societyôs 89th Annual 

Meeting held June 2-5 in Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada. 

The following publication was 

reported: Partridge, Charlyn, Ju-

dith Shardo, and Anne Boettcher. 

2007. ñOsmoregulatory role of 

the brood pouch in the euryhaline 

Gulf pipefish, Syngnathus 

scovelli.ò Comparative Biochem-

istry and Physiology, Part A. 

147:556-561. 
  

C omputer Science 
 

The Computer Science Depart-

ment will have a new scholarship 

available next year.  Richard Det-

mer, professor and chairperson of 
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Computer Science, has estab-

lished the "Richard Detmer 

Computer Sci-

ence Academic 

Scholarship.ò  

The scholarship 

will be awarded 

on the basis of 

academic excel-

lence to a Com-

puter Science 

major who is a sophomore or 

junior and who has completed 

at least 10 hours of computer 

science courses at MTSU. This 

is in appreciation of all the 

good students Dr. Detmer has 

taught through the years.  It was 

partially funded by royalties 

from sales of his books through 

the years, recognizing that stu-

dents' purchases were the 

source of those royalties. 

Al Cripps and Chrisila Pettey 

were recog-

nized for 

their service 

at MTSU. 

Al received 

a gold me-

dallion for 

25 years of 

service, and 

C h r i s i l a 

received a 

silver medallion for 15 years of 

service. 
 

E TIS  
 

John Leonard, Manager of 

Quality Evaluation at Bridge-

stone/Firestone USA, and 

David Gore, ETIS associate 

professor, are jointly presenting 

a paper at the NAIT convention 

titled "Industry and University 

Collaboration for Training To-

morrow's Leaders" in October 

2007 during the fall semester.  

Bridgestone/Firestone USA initi-

ated a collaboration with the 

ETIS department last year and 

has provided student projects in 

Lean, Six Sigma, and plant lay-

out.  As mentioned in last month's 

Basic Facts, Bridgestone has pro-

vided a summer internship posi-

tion for an undergraduate student 

to allow time for his projects to 

be completed.   
 

M athematics 
 

The Biological Dynamics Group 

(A. Farone, M. Farone, A. Khaliq 

P. Kline, Terrance Quinn, Z. 

Sinkala) won a $40,000 MTSU 

Synergy Grant for 2007ï2009 for 

research in mathematical model-

ing of protein dynam-

ics. 

Terrance Quinn will be 

presenting ñSigned 

field curvature stability 

analysis with applica-

tions to biological Sys-

temsò at the 31st SIAM 

Southeastern-Atlantic 

Section Conference at 

the University  

o f  M e m p h i s . 

Jason Johnson was a co-presenter 

at a roundtable discussion, "Math 

Elementary Education,ò at the 

TMATYC Conference held in 

Jackson, Tennessee. 

Diane Miller recently published 

an article titled "An Historical 

Perspective on the Evolution of 

School Mathematics Curriculum 

in the United States of America 

(1900-2006)ò in the Natural Sci-

ence Journal of Northwest Nor-

mal University, Vol. 43, No. 2, 

distributed by China Interna-

tional Book Trading Corporation, 

Beijing. 

Ginger Holmes Rowell, Scott 

McDaniel, and Lisa Green and 

alumna Megan Hall represented 

MTSU very well at the 2007 US 

Conference on Teaching Statis-

tics held May 17 ï 19 at Ohio 

State University.  They were 

invited to give an hour and a half 

presentation entitled ñFinding 

Statistics Teaching and Learning 

Onl ine Resources Using 

CAUSEweb.ò  They also pre-

sented ñMERLOT Personal Col-

lections: Creating Useful Re-

sources for Teaching Statisticsò 

in the Idea Exchange Forum 

(IEF).  Drs. Rowell and McDan-

iel presented a second topic in 

the IEF, ñInteract with Inquiry-

based Learning Modules for Sta-

tistical Concepts.ò  Dr. Rowell 

and Ms. Hall led an Introductory 

Statistics Cluster Group of 20 

statistics educators who have 

made a commitment to work 

together for two years to develop 

an electronic handbook of re-

sources and best practices for 

teaching elementary statistics.  
 

P hysics 
 

Bill Robertson presented a paper 

entitled "Protein Microarray 

Analysis Using Surface Optical 

Wave Resonance in Photonic 

Band Gap Multilayers" at the 

2007 Conference on Lasers and 

Electro-Optics in Baltimore.  Co-

authors on the paper were faculty 

members  S. M. Wright and A. 

C. Friedli as well as student re-

searchers T. R. Denton,  N. 

Brady, D. Moore, N. Major,W. 

Cline, and J. Freimund.  
 
 


