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CCM Golf Tournament 

The Commercial Construction 

Management program hosted their 

inaugural CCM golf tournament on 

October 15th. With the help of 

Platinum SponsorsðSkanska, Har-

daway Construction, Turner Uni-

versal and  Enterprise Electricðthe 

tournament raised over $7,400. 

The money raised will support the 

Boardôs main goal of funding a 

program director position within 

the next 2 years. Joey Hatch, co-

Chair of the CCM Board said, "We 

wanted this to be more of a friend 

raising event to let industry leaders 

know the program exists here at 

MTSU." Currently, the CCM pro-

gram has approximately 20 de-

clared majors and 20 students tak-

ing the Intro-

duction to 

Commercial 

Construction 

course.                          

The MTSU horse judging team 

won all three divisions and the 

overall top award at the Ameri-

can Quarter Horse Congress 

horse judging contest held in 

Columbus, Ohio, October 14. 

Team members are  (rt. to lf.) 

Patrick Davis, Brittany Lehman , 

Megan Hephner, Kristen Chan-

dler, Samantha Cobb and Dr. 

Dave Whitaker, coach and direc-

tor of the MTSU Horse Science 

Program. With 

over one hundred 

individual com-

petitors in the 

senior college 

category, the MTSU team walked 

away with individual honors by 

all five members. Lehman earned 

first place awards for the most 

points in performance judging 

and fifth overall score. Chandler 

placed in the top ten in every 

division and finished the day 

third overall. Hephner placed in 

the top five in reasons and con-

formation judging and was 

fourth overall. Cobb talked her 

way to the first place 

in the oral reasons 

division, while Davis 

was sixth in perform-

ance judging. 

Dr. Heather Brown organized 
another pervious concrete re-
search project. This project was 
mostly funded by donations of 
labor and products from CIM 
supporters (Oldcastle Belgard 
Environmental, Rogan -Smith-
Associates, Sitework Inc., Stan 
Reece Concrete, Moody Dozer 
Service, Swanson Development, 
Rogers Group Inc., Nashville 
Ready Mix, ADS Pipe) plus funds 
from MTSUôs Clean Energy pro-

 

Janet Kelly Promoted 
to NURS Advisor gram. After significant sub -base 

work, Dr. Brown placed perme-
able interlocking concrete pavers 
that allow water to soak through. 
For research purposes Dr. Brown 
is 
meas-
uring 
the 
water 
that 
makes 
it through to a holding tank.   

SAC 2009: Student Poster Project Contest  

Automotive and indus-
try leaders throughout 
the southeast attended 
the Southern Automo-
tive Conference (SAC) in 
Murfreesboro on October 29-30. 
For the first time in SAC history, 
a student poster project contest 
was held, and several MTSU stu-
dents participated.  
David OôBrien and Alex Steven-
son presented a poster on 
MTSUôs SAE-Baja vehicle; John 
Ihrie  presented a poster on 

MTSUôs student-
built SAE Formula
-One competition 
car. Sherry 
Harner , a graduate 

assistant in ET, also assisted with 
both posters. Dr. Saeed 
Foroudastan is the faculty advi-
sor for these competition teams. 
MTSU was awarded a  $250 2nd-
place prize for itôs Baja poster. 
Congratulations are extended to 
David, Alex, and Sherry for this 
achievement. 

Ms. Janet Kelly is an 
institution in ABAS 
having served fac-
ulty and students 
for 23 years. Ms. 
Kelly, as the stu-
dents know her, 
was promoted to an 
advisor position in the 
School of Nursing where she will 
assist on-line students  and other 
nursing majors that need her help. 
Janet has advised many ABAS stu-
dents over the years and is well 
qualified to provide the same great 
standard of service to Nursing stu-
dents. We wish Ms. Kelly well in 
her new position and thank her for 
her wonderful work in ABAS.  

Horse Judging Team Sweeps Quarter Horse Congress 



A g r i b u s i n e s s /
Agriscience 
Drs. Nate Phillips, Warren Ander-
son and three ABAS Plant and Soil 
Science majors worked 
with Habitat associates 
and community leaders 
to fill the raised bed con-

structed in 
October. The 
24ft by 4 ft by 1.5 ft 
high bed was layered 
with cardboard, leaves, 
newspaper and stall 

bedding from the Horse Science 
Center.  

 

B iology 
Thompson MW, Beasley KA, 
Schmidt MD, Seipelt RL. 2009. 
Published a paper on ñArginyl 
aminopeptidase-like 1 (RNPEPL1) 
is an alternatively processed 
aminopeptidase with specificity 
for methionine, glutamine, and 
citrulline residues.ò  / Protein and 
Peptide Letters/ . 16(10):1256-66. 
 

West Elementary science class 
helped the National Science 
Teachers Association (NSTA) re-
view childrenôs science books for 
pros, cons, kid 
friendliness, 
age appropri-
ateness and 
science con-
tent. This is 
being done in association with Dr. 
Cindi Smith -Walters. 
 

 

C hemistry 
Dr. Judith Iriarte -Gross presented 
an invited talk titled "Girls Raised 
In Tennessee Science" to the 
Southern Automotive Women's 
Forum on October 28th  
at the Embassy Suites Conference 
Center in Murfreesboro.  
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E ngineering  
Technology 
Three major graduate & under-
graduate Six Sigma research pro-
jects were started this month.  A 
major initiative at the Smyrna 
Nissan operation involved student 
projects in the following plants:  
two students in Trim & Chassis; 
two in Paint; two in Body; and 
three in Quality Assurance.  Re-
cently, a new MTMC student pro-
ject involving survey data on pa-
tient satisfaction has started that 
involves two graduate students.  
Additionally, another graduate 
student, an MTMC employee, is 
involved with the transition of the 
patients from the current MTMC 
facility to the new one being con-
structed on Medical Center Park-
way. 

 

M athematical  

Sciences 
Drs. Marva Lucas and Nancy 
McCormick  presented ñExploring 
the Significance of Mathematics 
College Readinessò at the 25th 
Annual Conference of the Tennes-
see Association of Developmental 
Education. The meeting was held 
in Dickson, TN, on October 28-30. 
Also at the Tennessee Association 
of Developmental Education Con-
ference, Drs. Nancy McCormick 
and Linda Clark (academic en-
richment) presented ñPromoting 
Complex Mental Skills in Mathe-
matics.ò  
Dr. Wandi Ding presented, 
"Optimal Control for a Tick Dis-
ease Model Using Hybrid ODE 
Systems," at the 2nd  Interna-
tional Conference on Mathemati-
cal Modeling and Analysis of 
Populations in Biological Systems,  
held in Huntsville, AL, on October 
9-11. 
Dr. Zachariah Sinkala presented, 
"Stability of Traveling Waves in  

Nonlinear Hyperbolic Equations," 
at the 29th Annual Southeastern-
Atlantic Regional Conference on 
Differential Equations,  
Mercer University, Macon, GA, on 
October 16-17. 

 

N ursing 
Deb Sullivan was selected by the 
National League for Nursing 
(NLN) to be a NLN  ambassador 
for the MTSU School of Nursing. 
She will keep faculty and admini-
stration informed about NLN's 
initiatives, grant opportunities, 
conferences, publications, work-
shops, and other benefits available 
to NLN members. 
Drs. Debra Rose Wilson and Lita  
Warise published another book 
review in the Social Science Jour-
nal (2009) 46(4), p. 806 -807. 
They, along with Dr. Doug Eicher 
of Missouri Western State Univer-
sity, reviewed the book Ritual and 
its Consequences: An Essay on 
the Limits of Sincerity , by A. B. 
Seligman, R. P. Weller, M. H. 
Puett, & B. Simon. (2008).  

 

P hysics 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY  
STAR PARTIES  

6:30 PM, WPS 
102 and outside  

December 4 
 

Binary Stars: 
Strange Star 

Dances 
 

A 30-45 minute 
public lecture will be fol-
lowed by outdoor telescope  
observing.  
 
 

      The STAR PARTIES are free  
      and open to anyone interested 
 

C BAS 
 

Middle Tennessee State University 
College of Basic and Applied Sci-
ences students and faculty pre-
sented recently at the Professional 
Science Master's Sixth Biennial 
Meeting, hosted by the Council for 
Graduate Schools in Washington, 
D.C. The theme of the event, 
ñPSM: Advancing the Nationôs 
Competitiveness and Innovation 
Agenda,ò sought to discuss and 
evaluate models for ethics, recruit-
ment and marketing, and financial 
sustainability of PSM programs.   
There are more than 150 profes-
sional science mastersô programs 
to meet the needs of an ever-
changing workforce by producing 
knowledgeable and business-savvy 
science professionals. Middle Ten-
nessee State University is cur-
rently the only Tennessee univer-
sity offering a masterôs of science 
in professional science (MSPS) 
program.  
A paper co-authored by Dr. Saeed 
Foroudastan, Associate Dean and 
Di-
rector 
of the 
MSPS 
pro-
gram, Kristina Hulsey and Sandi 
Hyde (both Graduate Assistants) 
was one of only two selected na-
tionally on the topic of successful 
program recruitment and market-
ing to be presented at the event.  
Sandi Hyde was also selected to 

present a research 
poster at the con-
ference on the 
topic of PSM pro-
gram awareness.  

The presentations were very well 
received and generated requests 
from several other university rep-
resentatives wishing to visit the 
Murfreesboro campus and learn 
from MTSUôs success.   Addition-
ally, MTSU was featured on a 
poster presented by the Council of 
Graduate schools at this event as a 
model for an accomplished, tradi-
tional PSM program.   


