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MTSU 2009 Agricultural Field Day  

Draws Crowd of 150  Facilitator of the Year 
Dr. Cindi Smith -Walters, Pro-

fessor of Biology, was se-
lected as Project Learning 
Tree (PLT) Facilitator of the 
Year for her environmental 

education efforts.  The PLT is 
an American Forest Foundation 

program which focuses on helping 
students learn how, not what, to 
think about the environment. Dr. 
Smith-Walters  leadership has 
made a difference in Tennessee and 
given students the background to 
make wise choices as they become 
our future decision -makers. The 
award will be presented at the 
TFAôs annual meeting in Pickwick 
Landing State Park. Congratula-
tions!  

Ms. Karen Case, after advising students in CBAS for 7 

years, has taken a position as Assistant Director for 

three large multi -year STEM education grantsðGK-12, 

Noyce Master Teaching Fellows, and Noyce Scholarship 

grant. Karen did an amazing job as our only advisor for 

several years before we hired Jennifer Danylo and Andrew 

Symonds. We are grateful for Karenôs great work with and love for our 

students. We wish her well in her new position. 

 

THEC Executive Director, Dr. Rich 
Rhoda approved, by executive or-
der, the three MTSU Ph.D. propos-
als: Computational Science, Mo-
lecular Biosciences, Mathematics 
and Science Education. Special 
thanks go to President Sidney 
McPhee whose unwavering support 
made the proposals pos-
sible. Congressman Bart 
Gordon was instrumen-
tal in the approval proc-
ess. Thanks 
to Drs. Wil-
liam Robert-
son (CPS), 
Jeff Leblond 
(MBS), and 
Michael 
Sanger (MSE), who led 
the proposal develop-
ment teams, and to the 
participating faculty. These Ph.D. 
programs will have a profound im-
pact on the STEM departments at 
MTSU and allow the university to 
continue development into a strong 
doctoral granting institution.  

 

Ph.D. Programs  

Approved 

Teachers Now 

With funding from the U.S. 
Department of Education, Dr. 
Dovie Kimmins  and col-
leagues created a program to 
recruit and train middle 
school math and science 
teachers. 2008-09 was the 
first year of the program, and 
the number of middle school 
math and science teachers 
grew from less than 10 to 
more than 30 in one year. Dr. 
Kimmins received an addi-
tional $450 +K for 2009 -10.  

The program has developed  
new courses and implemented 
several features borrowed 
from the UTeach program for 
training math and science 
teachers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Seminar led by Kim Day 

MTSUôs School of Agribusiness 

and Agriscience (ABAS) hosted 

a field day on September 24th, 

highlighting the MTSU Student 

Gardens and Nursery as well as 

Applied Research on the new 

MTSU farm. One hundred and 

fifty people attended and en-

joyed the nice weather. Commis-

sioner of Agriculture, Ken Giv-

ens, pointed out the important 

role the millions of dollars that 

the Tennessee Ag Enhancement 

Program has played in improv-

ing Tennesseeôs competitiveness 

in the agricultural industry. Top-

ics such as how individuals  

 

can take advantage of the Ag 

Enhancement Program and the 

importance of free markets to 

agriculture were discussed, 

along with a tour of a native 

warm-season grass demonstra-

tion. Dr. Warren Gill, Director 

of 

ABAS, 

pointed 

out how 

important 

faculty, staff, and students are in 

the success of any and all agri-

culture programs at MTSU. 



A g r i b u s i n e s s /
Agriscience 
The Tennessee Chapter of the Soil 
and Water Conservation Society 
was held at Montgomery Bell 
State Park on October 8th. Educa-
tional presentations geared to-
ward water quality were pre-
sented. Dr. Warren Anderson  
spoke about ñRain Gardens - Wa-
ter Quality Structures You Can 
Buildò. 

On Oct 3, Dr. 
Anderson was at 
the Extension 
Center manning 
3 displays in the 
inaugural, Ad-
ventures in Agri-
culture.   It was 

hosted by NRCS, UTK, TSU, Farm 
Bureau and the Rutherford 
County Soil Conservation District. 
The displays were on; 1)patio gar-
dening, 2) MTSU vineyard and 3. 
MTSU vegetable garden   
 

B iology 
Dr. Cindi Smith -Walters con-
ducted a workshop at the TN En-
vironmental Education Associa-
tion's annual conference in Nash-
ville (along with Karen Hargrove a 
MTSU PhD candidate in Health & 
Human Performance). The title 
was 'Teaching Sustainably' and 
featured the internationally recog-
nized 'Facing The Future' curricu-
lum on sustainability. Attendees 
received the K-4 curriculum 
guide.   
 

C hemistry 
Dr. Judith Iriarte -Gross presented 
an invited talk to parents and 
teachers attending the West Ten-
nessee Expanding Your Horizons 
in Science and Math conference at 
the University of Memphis on 
September 26.  The title of the talk 
was "Yes She Can!" 
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C omputer Science 
Dr. Ralph Butler , (along with col-
leagues S. Pieper and  E. Lusk 
from Argonne National Lab) has 
succeeded in running a critical 
Nuclear Physics application on 
131,072  proces-
sors with an effi-
ciency of 82.6%. 
As of one year 
ago, the applica-
tion had never 
run with more 
than 2000 proc-
essors.  This tre-
mendous success is due to the use 
of the Asynchronous Dynamic 
Load-Balancing (ADLB) library, 
which is code developed primarily 
by Dr. Butler to be used in con-
junction with MPI to handle load 
balancing for high performance 
computation applications.  
 

E ngineering  

Technology 
The students taking ET 6190 SIX 
SIGMA completed their project at 
the Tennessee Bun Company in 
Nashville. The company produces 
McDonaldôs breakfast buns 
among other products. They were 
so pleased by the project com-
pleted by the six-sigma students 

that the company hired one of 
the students as a Process Engi-
neer. In fact, his supervisorðthe 
Production Manager is a 2008 ET 
graduate. 
 

M ilitary Science 

Military Science enrolls out-
standing students. Army ROTC 
Cadet Evelyn Gutierrez and Cadet 
Laura Wiemar were two of less 
than 100 Cadets nationwide se-
lected to participate in a Cultural 
Immersion Internship program in 
Argentina and Panama respec-
tively.  

Cadet Jonathan Snider was se-
lected for an exchange program 
with the United States Military 
Academy at West point.  
Cadet Jason Stisser, and Cadet 
Trent Wiggins completed the US 
Army Air Assault qualification 
course earning the right to wear 
Air Assault wings throughout their 
military careers.  
Cadets Evelyn Gutierrez, Justin 
Stewart, Omar Washington and 
Trent Wiggans completed the US 
Army Airborne qualification com-
pleting 2 weeks of rigorous train-
ing to include 5 airborne jumps 
from various military aircraft.  
Cadets Jill Flynn and Meghan 
McNeal completed the Armyôs 
nurse summer training program 
(NSTP) spending several weeks in 
an Army nursing clinical environ-
ment. Cadet Flynn attended at 
Fort Hood, Texas and Cadet 
McNeal attended at Tamc, Ha-
waii.  
Cadet Daniel Ervin was awarded 
the Armed Forces Bank award for 
excellence and Cadet Kimberly 
Isham received the National So-
journers Medal for excellence 
these Cadets represented two of 
only 9 cadets to be recognized 
from their regiment of over 300 at 
the summer Leaderôs Training 
Course at Fort Knox, KY. 
 

N ursing 
September 19, 2009, the School of 
Nursing provided a workshop led 
by Dr. Debra Rose Wilson and 
assisted by Ms. Janice Harris to 
certify health care professionals in 
guided imagery. Guided imagery 
uses images to induce relaxation, 
reduce pain, and enhance healing. 
The Tennessee Nursesô Associa-
tion approved continuing educa-
tion hours for the 55 MTSU nurs-
ing students, 19 Austen Peay stu-
dents, and 10 practicing RNs from 
the community. This certification 
in guided imagery is offered every 
semester as part of training in 

mental health nursing.  
Ms. Deb Sullivan and Dr. Lynn 
Parsons presented, "How to Make 
a Difference in Functional Out-
comes with Spina Bifida" at the 
2009 Congress on Spinal Cord 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, held 
in Dallas Texas. They also pre-
sented, "NCLEX-RN Strategies: 
New Tactics for Success" at the 
Southern Regional Education 
Board Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education 2009 Annual 
Meeting held in Atlanta Georgia.  
Dr. Debra Rose Wilson recertified 
by exam as an International Certi-
fied Lactation Consultant. This 
highly recognized certification in 
breastfeeding requires recertifica-
tion by exam every 10 years. She 
has been an IBCLC since 1994. Dr. 
Lynn C. Parsons also recertified in 
October as a Nurse Executive 
through the American Nurses Cre-
dentialing Center (ANCC). She 
was initially certified as a Certified 
Nurse Administrator (CNA) in 
1985 when she served as a Nurse 
Manager in an Orthopaedic 
Trauma and Surgical unit at a 
teaching regional referral hospital 
in Michigan.  
 

CBAS  
 

CBAS staff will 
have a table under 
the ñbig tentò in 
Walnut Grove dur-
ing MTSU Homecoming Celebra-

tion on Satur-
day, October 
24th from 11:30
-1:30.  
Please stop in 

for a visit.  
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