Middle Tennessee State University 
Welcomes you to the

Baseball in Literature and Culture Conference

[image: image1.wmf]
Friday, April 1, 2011
James Union Building

8:15 AM-4:00 PM
Special Guests:
Luncheon Speaker: Jim Rooker
Former Major League Pitcher and Broadcaster; Children’s Book Author

Keynote Address: Dr. Stephen Andrews, Grinnell College:  

“Suicide Squeeze: Immigration and the Art of Stealing Home.”

16th Annual Conference on Baseball in Literature and Culture
Friday, April 1, 2011
Sponsored by the Department of English at Middle Tennessee State University, this annual conference focuses on the role of baseball in literature and culture.  Presentations include papers from baseball scholars on a variety of topics, including baseball and social issues, baseball and language, baseball in fiction and poetry, and baseball in drama.  

Special Guests
Dr. Stephen Andrews
Steve Andrews earned his PhD in English from the University of Washington and teaches American Literature at Grinnell College. His primary research is focused on American attitudes toward land and landscape, which may merely be an excuse to justify the baseball park as research site. As a naturalized citizen and adoptee, baseball has always been a focal point of his acculturation into various aspects of the American idiom, and his talk today is in line with his current scholarly non-fiction work that mines the joys and sorrows of adoption and assimilation on the North Dakota New Frontier.
Mr. Jim Rooker

Making his major league debut in 1968, Jim Rooker became a  mainstay on the Pirates’ pitching staff through the middle 70’s.  Rooker’s best statistical season was 1976, when he went 15-8 in 30 starts for his second-place team.  However, pitching as a fifth starter on a division-winning team in 1979,  Rooker enjoyed his career highlight. As his rollicking team, lead by future Hall-of-Famers Willie Stargell and Bert Blyleven, and emerging stars Dave Parker, Bill Madlock, Kent Tekulve, and John Candaleria, marched toward the division title, their emerging personality captured a national audience.  Adopting the popular Sister Sledge song “We Are Family” as their theme anthem and clad in distinctive, old-timey pinstriped black and gold uniforms and caps, the Pirates swept the West Division-winning Reds in the playoffs and then faced the American League Baltimore Orioles in the World Series.  With his team down 3-1 in games and facing elimination, Rooker took the ball in a decisive Game Five and pitched five solid innings before being lifted for a pinch hitter in the sixth with his team down 1-0.  The Pirates’ bats came alive that inning and ended up winning the game by a 7-1 score.  The win was a momentum-turner, and the Bucs went back to Baltimore and swept the two final games to win a signature series that still stands out in the minds of now long-suffering Pittsburgh fans.  Rooker retired after the 1980 season, completing his thirteen-season career with 103 wins to his credit. 


Known for his outspoken personality, Rooker became a member of the Pirates broadcast team in 1981.   In this role, Rooker is best known for announcing “If we lose this game, I’ll walk home,” as his team jumped out to a 10-0 lead in the first inning in Philadelphia on June 8, 1989. The Phillies clawed back into the game, eventually winning 15-11.  Once the season was over, Rooker proved true to his word, transforming his failed boast into a money-making event and raising over $100,000 for charity over the course of his 300-plus mile stroll through the Pennsylvania fall back to Pittsburgh. In his post-broadcasting career, the pitcher has become an author of children’s books. His three published books are titled Kitt The Mitt,” “Matt The Bat,” and “Paul The Baseball,”  and are oriented toward an early childhood audience.  According the Major League Baseball Speaker’s Bureau, Rooker’s books “are themed toward children developing friendships, having fun and enjoying baseball.” 
Tentative Agenda: 

7:45-8:15
Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:20-8:30
Welcome: Warren Tormey, Conference Coordinator;



Dr. Mark Byrnes, Dean, College of Liberal Arts

8:30-9:15
Keynote Address: Dr. Stephen Andrews
9:20-10:20 
Concurrent Sessions A

10 :30-11:30 
Concurrent Sessions B
11 :40-12:05
Concurrent Sessions C
12:15-12:45
Lunch

12:45-1:45 
Luncheon Speaker:  Jim Rooker talk (20 min +  ~10 min 

Q & A;  book signing to follow)

1:50-2:50
Concurrent Sessions D
3:00-4:00 
Concurrent Sessions E
Sessions will take place on campus in the James Union Building on the campus of Middle Tennessee State University.
Lodging:

Wingate Inn—(615)849.9000 (State Rate for Tennessee Employees)



Country Inn & Suites—(800)456.4000
Microtel Inn Murfreesboro--(615) 904-2000
Best Western Chaffin Inn--(615) 895-3818
Super 8 Murfreesboro--(615) 867-5000
Sleep Inn Murfreesboro (615)396-3000
Holiday Inn Express (615)-849-9000 
(transportation from hotels to campus can be arranged)

Registration and Cost:
The conference registration fee is $70.00. This includes breakfast, luncheon, and the conference program. To register, please complete the registration form on the back and return to Baseball Conference, MTSU Box 97, Murfreesboro, TN 37132. It is also possible to register in person on April 1  
Cancellation Policy:

If registration must be cancelled, we must receive notification by March 24, 2011. Cancellations received by this date will be fully refunded. After March 24, no refunds will be given. Substitutions may be made if advance notice is provided. 
For Further Information:

Please direct your scheduling or agenda questions to Ron Kates (rkates@mtsu.edu) or Warren Tormey (tormey@mtsu.edu) at Middle Tennessee State University.  For additional conference information, please contact Connie Huddleston, Events Coordinator at (615) 494.7628 or email to chudd@mtsu.edu.

For directions to campus and to the James Union Building, please access this printable campus map. If you require transportation assistance, please e-mail your flight arrival and departure times so we can make arrangements for your pick up and return (contact Connie Huddleston, Events Coordinator, at chudd@mtsu.edu).   Transportation from hotels to and from conference location can be arranged.  
 (Please detach below )
----------------------------------------------------------------

Baseball in Literature and Culture
Registration Form

Please complete the information below to register. Use a separate form for each person. You may photocopy if necessary.

Name ___________________________ Title ___________________________

Organization______________________________________________________

Address _________________________ City ____________________________

Phone: Work (______) _____________ Other (______) ___________________

E-mail address____________________________________________________
Will you need airport shuttle service? Yes or No_________________________
Will you need hotel shuttle service? Yes or No___________________________

Registration Fee: $70.00 (includes breakfast, lunch, and conference program)
Make your check or money order payable to MTSU. PLEASE NO CREDIT CARDS. Feel free to mail your payment to: Ms. Connie Huddleston, Baseball Conference, MTSU Box 97, Murfreesboro, TN 37132 You may also register in person the day of the conference. For more information, please call (615) 494-7628. 
