 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Agenda for 14th Annual Conference 

Baseball in Literature and Culture

Friday, March 27, 2009
8:00-8:30 
Registration and Breakfast

8:30-8:35
Welcome:  

 

Warren Tormey, Conference Coordinator


Dr. John McDaniel,  Dean, College of Liberal Arts, MTSU
8:35-9:05
Keynote Address:  

Dr. Harriet Hamilton, Alabama A & M University:  “Daddy’s Scrapbook: Discoveries and Reflections From a 

Daughter of a Negro League Player”



9:15-9:55
Concurrent Sessions A

Session A1:   “Baseball in Popular Culture” 
Location: Hazlewood

Chair:   Matthew Gladman
Aaron Miller,  Ball State University:  “’What the Hell Did You Trade Jay Buhner 
For?’:  The Role of Baseball in the ‘Show About Nothing’”

Travis Stern, University of Illinois: “Staging a Feminist Movement in Baseball:  Rida Johnson Young’s  The Girl and the Pennant”
Session A2:  “Baseball in Genre Novels”  
Location:  Dining Rm. C 

Chair:  Tom Wells
Gary Land, Andrews University:  “Hard-Boiled Baseball:  The Diamond Game in the Fiction of Robert B. Parker”
Carl Schinasi, Miles College:  “Zane Grey’s Baseball:  The National Pastime at the Turn of the 20th Century”
10:05-11:05 Concurrent Sessions B

Session B1:  “Baseball History in Local Contexts”  
Location:  Hazlewood

Chair:  Aaron Miller
Steven Andrews, Grinnell College:  “The Ellipse and the Zero Mile Marker:  Baseball at the D.C. Diamond”

Doug Malan, Plantsville, CT:  “Muzzy Field:  Tales From a Forgotten Ballpark”

Kevin Grace, University of Cincinnati:  “’Blasphemous Youths Who Play Base-Ball’: A Cincinnati Baseball Tale From 1885”

Session B2:  
“Baseball, Race, and Class”
Location:  Dining Room C

Chair:  Rebekah Billings
Jeremy Larance, West Liberty State College:  “What’s Not Cricket Ain’t Necessarily Baseball Either:  Class and Racial Dichotomies in the Literature of Cricket and Baseball”  

Thomas Veve, Dalton State University:  “Pumpsie Green:  The Last of the First”

James Blackstock, Cleveland, OH:  “A Day at the Races with Daddy Wags:  Ascot Park, Leon Wagner, and an Impressionable Kid on a Bike”

Session B3:  
“Reading Baseball’ Role in Media and Society”  
Location:  Tennessee Room

Chair:  Gary Land
Don Roy, Middle Tennessee State University: “Strategic Implications of the World Baseball Classic” 

Sarah Bunting, TomatoNation.com:  “’Wrong With’ Baseball:  Overwrought Baseball Editorial’s Most Frequent Complaints About The Game”
Tom Wells, Schreiner College:  “Using Baseball Fiction to Teach Sociology of Sports”

11:15-11:55 

Concurrent Sessions C 


Session C1:  “Portraying Race in Baseball Literature”
Location:  Hazlewood

Chair:  Daniel Anderson
Damjana Mraovic-O’Hare, Pennsylvania State University:  “Race and Baseball:  Delillo’s ‘Pafko at the Wall and the Triumph of Death”  

Rebekah Billings, University of North Dakota:  “Portrayal of the Negro Leagues in Post-1945 American Fiction:  An Overview”

Session C2:  “Baseball Heroes in the Early 20th Century”
Location:  Dining Rm. C

Chair:   Kevin Grace
Gerald Wood, Carson-Newman College:  “Imagining the Smoke King:  Reflections on Writing a Baseball Biography”

Matthew Gladman, Ohio University:  “The Flying Dutchman’s Redemption or the Georgia Peach’s Comeuppance” 

12:00-1:15 Luncheon and Jim “Mudcat” Grant Talk:  

Tennessee Room 

12:00-12:30 Lunch

12:30-1:15  Jim Grant Talk (30 min + ~10 min. Q & A)

1:30-2:10  Concurrent Sessions D
Session D1:  “Creating Baseball Fiction”  
Location:  Hazlewood

Chair:   Warren Tormey
R. Dean Johnson, Eastern Kentucky University:  “How to Write a Great Baseball Story”

Steven Walker, Middle Tennessee State University:  “’Because He Wanted to Play Ball’:  Birth of a Novel”
Session D2:  “Paying Tribute to Baseball Versifiers”  
Location:  Dining Room C 


Chair:  Carl Schinasi
Phil Oliver, Middle Tennessee State University:  “The Inevitable Last Pitch:  Adieu to John Updike”

Andy Hazucha, Ottawa University:  “An Elegy for Quiz:  The Plaintive Verse of Baseball’s Best Poet”
2:20-3:00  Concurrent Sessions E

Session E1:  “Baseball, Football, and Boxing: Cultural and Historical Contexts”  
Location:  Hazlewood


Chair:  Phil Oliver
Nick Bush, Middle Tennessee State University:  “Sports Writing, Baseball, and Boxing:  The Role of the The Johnson-Jeffries Heavyweight bout as Precursor to the Black Sox Scandal in Harry Stein’s Hoopla”
Daniel  Anderson,  Dominican University:  “’The Hot Winds of Change’: Baseball, the Civil Rights Movement, and Cultural History in August Wilson’s Fences”
Session E2:  “Researching Baseball History” 
Location:  Dining Room C


Chair:  Ron Kates
Bob Barrier, Kennesaw State University:   “When Every Mudville Joined a League: Minor League Baseball's Post-War Boom”
Stacey Graham, Middle Tennessee State University:  “Baseball Primary Sources at the Library of Congress:  An Online Demonstration”
3:10-4:00  Session F

Session F1:  “Beer and Baseball” 


Location:  Dining Room C


Chair:  Andy Hazucha
Shawn O’Hare, Carson-Newman College:  “Baseball and Brew:  Marketing Beer in the Major Leagues”
Warren Tormey, Middle Tennessee State University:  “Putting the Ball Cap on James Joyce:  Beer and Bars, and Echoes of Ulysses  in Coover’s Universal Baseball Association”
