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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1❧The 2009 Conference 
on John Milton SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1❧
October 15-17, 2009
Sponsored by the English Department

Middle Tennessee State University 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

All conference activities will be held at the Doubletree Hotel-Murfreesboro.

Schedule of Events

Thursday, October 15




6:30-8:30 p.m.

Reception

Salons A-C

Friday, October 16

Official Welcome and Plenary Address

9:00-10:00 a.m.

Salons A-C
 John McDaniel (Middle Tennessee)

Achsah Guibbory (Barnard) 

“Milton and the Restoration (of Israel)”
Coffee Break





10:00-10:15 a.m

Milton and Influence




10:15-11:30 a.m.

Salon A
Jameela Lares (Southern Mississippi)

“The Lighter Side of All our Woe: A. A. Milne on John Milton”

Diana Treviño Benet (North Texas)
“The Iconoclastic Intention: Defoe’s War with Milton and Poetry”
David Bradshaw (Warren Wilson)
“Transgression Leading toward Transcendence: Felix Culpa Formulations in

The Marble Faun and Paradise Lost”

Milton Abroad





10:15-11:30 a.m.



Salon B
Sarah Higinbotham (Georgia State)
“Education as Repair: Teaching Milton in Prison”

Kemmer Anderson (McCallie)

“Listening to Milton: Jefferson’s ‘Thoughts on English Poetry’”

William Moeck (Nassau)
“Richard Howard’s Milton: The Primal Scene of Dictation”
Political Milton





10:15-11:30 a.m.

Salon C
Nate Thacker (Loyola-New Orleans)
“Kingship and Vow-Breaking: Politico-Moral Symbolism

And Narrative Context in Samson Agonistes”
Carter Revard (Washington)
“How Milton (unlike Prynne) Kept His Ears: by Encrypting That ‘two-handed engine’”

Andrea Walkden (Queen’s)
“Foreign Policy and Poetic Occasions: Milton and the Thirty Years War”
Milton’s Manuscripts




10:15-11:30 a.m.
Rosecrans Room

Bryan Adams Hampton (Tennessee-Chattanooga)

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Singing the heaven-descended King’:

The Incarnational Aesthetics of the 1645 Poems”

Brett Hudson (Middle Tennessee State)

“Poems 1673 and The Transproser Rehears’d: Milton’s Non-Prose Response 

to an Ad Hominem Attack”

Randy Ingram (Davidson)

“The ‘Manuscript Life’ of Milton’s Early Poetry”

Coffee Break





11:30-11:45 a.m.
Milton’s Satan





11:45 a.m-1:00 p.m.

Salon A

William John Silverman, Jr. (Florida State)
“From Angel to Serpent: Satan’s Descent on the Great Chain of Being”

Stella Revard (Southern Illinois)
“Satan in Paradise Regained: The Quest for Identity”

Margaret Justice Dean (Eastern Kentucky)
“Lifted Up in the Wilderness: Satan Exalts the Son in Paradise Regained”
Matters of Style





11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Salon B

Peter Medine (Arizona)
“Milton’s Tetrachordon: ‘Woven close, both matter, form and style’”

Elisabeth Liebert (Louisiana State-Shreveport)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Suitable Grace’: The Stripling Cherub’s Politeness Strategies”

Jon Baarsch (Louisiana State-Shreveport)
“Necessary Evil: Horror and Narrative in Milton’s Wonderful Depiction of Hell”
Shorter Poems





11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Salon C

Louis Schwartz (Richmond)
“Looking Back: Lyric Repetition and Relation in ‘L’Allegro’ and ‘Il Penseroso’”
Sara van den Berg (St. Louis)
“Unruly Daughter, Virtuous Wife:

Identifying the Double Subject and Double Occasion of Milton’s Ninth Sonnet”

Stephen Buhler (Nebraska)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘And never must returne’: Henry Lawes against Milton in ‘A Pastoral Elegie’”

Samson Agonistes





11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Rosecrans Room
Olin Bjork (Georgia Tech)
“A Hierarchy of Motives: The Argument to Samson Agonistes”

Karla Landells (Western Ontario)
“The Politics of Touch in Samson Agonistes”

Nick Moschovakis (Independent Scholar)
“Samson Agonistes and the Scene of Imprisonment”
Lunch Break (on your own)



1:00-2:30 p.m.
Paradise Lost





2:30-4:15 p.m.

Salon A

Alice Mathews (North Texas)
“Time Travel in Paradise Lost:

Depicting the Fallen and Justifying the Creator”

Margaret Rice (Maryland)
“The Material Basis of Free Will and Linear History in Paradise Lost”

Claire Falck (Wisconsin)
“Radiant Images: Unfallen Iconoclasm in Paradise Lost”
Emily Speller (Dallas)

“Tempering the Warning Voice: A Thought Experiment”

Milton and the Classics




2:30-4:15 p.m.

Salon B

Erin Elizabeth Peterson (Yale)
“Classical Influences on the Early Modern Mode of Intrusion:

A Study of Milton’s Lycidas”

Miklós Péti (Károli Gáspár)
“The Bird Simile in Book 6: A Reconsideration”

Margaret Arnold (Kansas)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘You don’t need to live like a refugee’: Classical Exile and Paradise Regained”

Amy Stackhouse (Iona)
“Converting the Lady”
Milton and Theology




2:30-4:15 p.m.

Salon C

David Ainsworth (Alabama)

“Christian Liberty and the Holy Spirit in De Doctrina Christiana”

Matthew Stallard (Ohio)

“The Holy Spirit in Paradise Lost XI and XII”

Thomas Mapes (Georgia State)
“Milton’s Bipolar God?: Matter and the Scale of Nature in Paradise Lost”

Laura DeFurio (Villanova)

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Servility with freedom to contend’: 

Milton’s Discontented Arminianism on the Battlefield”

Milton Abroad II





2:30-4:15 p.m.

Rosecrans Room

Matthew Brera (Edinburgh)

“Translating John Milton in Italy: A Study of the Rendering

of Paradise Lost between the Eighteenth and the Twenty-first Century”

Angelica Duran (Purdue)

“Anglo-Hispanic Relations Attempted only in Rhyme”

Derek N. C. Wood (St. Francis Xavier)

“Milton and Galileo: Further Reconsideration”

Coffee Break





4:15-4:30 p.m.

Milton and Influence II




4:30-5:45 p.m.

Salon A

Joan Blythe (Kentucky)

“Milton, Cromwell, and Napoleon in Chateaubriand and Victor Hugo:

The Poet, Champion of Liberty, as Conscience of the Realm 
Eric B. Song (Swarthmore)
“Crises of Substitution in Paradise Lost and Behn’s Oroonoko”

Lauren Shook (Mississippi State)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Enlightener of my darkness’:

Lucy Hutchinson’s Illumination of Eve’s Dream in Milton’s Paradise Lost”
“Reading” Milton





4:30-5:45 p.m.

Salon B
Lee Morrisey (Clemson)
“Milton and the Fate of Reading” 

Ryan Netzley (Southern Illinois)
“Reading Is Love: Immanent Desire and the Limits of Interpretation in Paradise Regained”

Michael Bartch (Montana)
“Milton Among the Critics: An Ethics of Readership in Comus and Paradise Lost”

Milton and the Critics I




4:30-5:45 p.m.

Salon C

John Leonard (Western Ontario)
“Lord Monboddo: An Unjustly Neglected Miltonist”

Russell McConnell (Western Ontario)
“Miltonic Ambiguities: Stanley Fish, William Empson, and the Uses of Interpretive Communities”

Catherine G. Martin (Memphis)
“Religion, Reception Theory, and Reading a Milton Sonnet”
Milton and Seventeenth-Century Debates

4:30-5:45 p.m.
Rosecrans Room

David Boocker (Nebraska-Omaha)

“Milton and Astrology”

Jason A. Kerr (Boston)

“Scriptural Vehemence and the English Nation in John Milton and Joseph Hall”

Giuseppina A. Iacono (Pennsylvania State)

“Conscience and the ‘Paradise Within’ in Paradise Lost”

Cash Bar






6:30-7:30 p.m.

Salons A-C

Dinner (Casual Attire)




7:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 17

Paradise Regained 




9:00-10:15 a.m.
Salon A

Michael Bryson (California State-Northridge)
“The Gnostic Milton”

Richard DuRocher (St. Olaf)
“Hermes’s Blessed Retreats: Rival Views of Learning in Paradise Regained”

Vanita Neelakanta (Rider)
“Paradise Regained in the Closet”

Milton and His Antecedents



9:00-10:15 a.m.

Salon B

Alison Chapman (Alabama-Birmingham)
“Milton’s genii loci and the Specter of the Medieval Saints”

John Mulryan (St. Bonaventure)
“Is Milton’s Shakespeare Better than Shakespeare’s Shakespeare?:
The Degradation of Gender in Macbeth and Paradise Lost, Books 8-12”

Talya Meyers (Stanford)
“In the Shadow of Tasso’s Forest: Milton’s Eden and Its Wilderness”
Milton’s Eve





9:00-10:15 a.m.

Salon C

Tom Festa (SUNY-New Paltz)

“The Problem of Good: Eve’s Contrition”

T. Ross Leasure (Salisbury)

“Eve (Un-) (Re-) Dressed: A Case of the Vapors,

Competing Crowns, and the ‘Unsupported Flower’ in Book IX of Paradise Lost”

Emma Annette Wilson (Western Ontario)

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘A pure conversing soul’: Eve’s Rational Fall from Grace in Paradise Lost”
Milton’s Language




9:00-10:15 a.m.

Rosecrans Room

L. Bellee Jones (Alabama)

“With Regard of What We Are and Where: A Lens for Reading Paradise Lost”

Blaine Greteman (Iowa)

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘The debt immense of endless gratitude’: Contract and Filial Affect in Paradise Lost”

Cori Perdue (Alabama)

“Pious Samson’s Fleshy Heart: Not ‘firmlier fast’n’d than a rock’”
Coffee Break





10:15-10:30 a.m.
Milton and Ecocriticism



10:30-11:45 a.m.
Salon A
Wendy Furman-Adams (Whittier)
“Ecofeminist Eve: Illustrators Reading Milton’s Heroine”

Ken Hiltner (California-Santa Barbara)
“Environmental Justice in Milton’s England”

Warren Tormey (Middle Tennessee State)
“‘All My Trees thir prey’: Surveyorship, Paradise Lost, and the Reafforestation acts of 1668”
Paradise Lost, Books 10-12



10:30-11:45 a.m.

Salon B

Lewis Walker (North Carolina-Wilmington)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Great laughter was in Heav’n’: Milton’s Handling of Babel/Pentecost 

in Book XII of Paradise Lost”

Jude Welburn (Toronto)
“Divine Laughter and the Genesis of Worldly Political Power: 

Milton’s Reading of the Story of Babel”

Ryan Hackenbracht (Pennsylvania State)
“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1‘Mixing Intercession sweet’: Divine Judgment and Historiography 

in Paradise Lost, X-XII”
Milton’s Language II




10:30-11:45 a.m.

Salon C

William E. Engel (Sewanee)
“Milton’s Anglo-Saxon Poetic Register”

Gardner Campbell (Baylor)
“Milton’s Empyreal Conceit”

Mary Fenton (Western Carolina)
“The Passible God: Why Satan Chooses to ‘Interrupt God’s Joy’”
Milton and his Critics II



10:30-11:45 a.m.

Rosecrans Room

David Urban (Calvin)
“Speaking for the Dead: C. S. Lewis Answers ‘The New Milton Criticism’;

or, ‘Milton Ministries’ Strikes Back” 

Bill Goldstein (CUNY Graduate Center)
“Harbinger of Hermeneutics: Kenneth Tynan’s 1947 Production of Samson Agonistes 
at Oxford and the History of Milton Criticism”
Hugh Wilson (Grambling)

“The Spear of Ithuriel”
Coffee Break





11:45 a.m.-noon
Plenary Address





12:00-12:45 p.m.

Salons A-C

William Shullenberger (Sarah Lawrence)
“Milton’s Pagan Counterpoetic: Eros and Inspiration in ‘Elegy V’”

Official Closing





12:45 p.m.
Kevin J. Donovan (Middle Tennessee), Charles W. Durham (Middle Tennessee), and Kristin Pruitt (Christian Brothers University)

Registration
The registration fee of $120 includes the catered opening reception on Thursday, October 15; coffee and pastry on Friday and Saturday, October 16-17; and dinner on Friday, October 16. The registration fee may be paid by check, money order, or bank draft. We cannot accept payment by credit card. Please make checks payable to "The Conference on John Milton" and mail with the registration form to Kevin Donovan, Department of English, P.O. Box 401, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN 37132.

Accommodations

Travel: Murfreesboro is located 35 miles south of Nashville International Airport. Anytime Transport Shuttle Service will provide transportation between the airport and the conference site (the Doubletree Hotel in Murfreesboro) for the special conference rate of $35 (one way) or $60 (round-trip), tax and tip included. To arrange airport shuttle service, use the hotlink at the conference website, or send an e-mail message to <anytimetransport@juno.com> or call toll-free at 1-877-479-5483; be sure to ask for the conference rate. Car rental service is also available at the airport. 

Lodging: All conference activities will be held at the Doubletree Hotel; the rate there is $80 (plus tax) per room. For reservations, you can go directly to the Doubletree website at <www.murfreesborodoubletree.com>. In order to obtain the conference rate, when booking a room enter the following as Group/Convention Code: JM1. Or call 615-895-5555. The Doubletree will hold rooms until September 16th; we strongly encourage you to make reservations as soon as possible. Other area motels are listed below. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Some Nearby Murfreesboro Motels

Microtel Inn






Country Inn & Suites

(615) 904-2000





(615) 890-5951

151 Chaffin Place





2262 Old Fort Parkway 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129




Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Days Inn and Suites





Hampton Inn

(615) 893-8170





(615) 896-1172
I-24 Exit 78B 




     

2230 Old Fort Parkway

Murfreesboro, TN 37129




Murfreesboro, TN 37129

Wingate Inn






Super 8 Motel

(615) 849-9000





(615) 867-5000

165 Chaffin Place





127 Chaffin Place

Murfreesboro, TN 37129




Murfreesboro, TN 37129

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Saturday Evening Dinner at Cortner Mill:

Once again we are organizing a trip to Cortner Mill, a picturesque country restaurant, for conference participants who are staying over Saturday night. The cost of dinner is $30.  We will provide bus transportation for those who don’t wish to take their cars.

REGISTRATION FORM
Mail to: Conference on John Milton, c/o Kevin Donovan, MTSU Box 401,

Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Name  _________________________________________________  

Position  __________________________________________

Institution  _____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (Street) ___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________________

_____I need AV equipment for my presentation.  (Please specify.)

Fee:  $______ at $120 per person for _______ registrants.

The registration fee may be paid by check, money order, or bank draft.

Please put ​​​____ names on the list for dinner at Cortner Mill. 

The cost of dinner is $30 per person.

(Feel free to wait until the conference to pay for the dinner at Cortner Mill.) 

