Developing Assignments/Designing an Effective Writing Class

Dr. Allison Smith

I.
Before you design an assignment, ask yourself these questions:


1.
What do I want the students to do?


2.
How do I want them to do the assignment?


3.
For whom are the students writing?


4.
When will students do the assignment?


5.
What will I do with the assignment?


6.
What is the overall instructional goal of the class?


7.
What is the particular instructional goal of the assignment?

II.
Be sure to include information about:


1.
the writing process


2.
the intended audience


3.
the importance of purpose


4.
length requirements, if applicable


5.
grading expectations


6.
level of polish needed


7.
the overall paper format


8.
the presentation of materials to you


9.
all due dates for all steps


10.
evaluation method used (helpful to attach copy of eval method)

III.
Some hints on getting students more involved in writing and writing assignments:


1.
make clear your own interest in them, your job, their writing


2.
talk to your students both formally and informally about paper/topic/process


3.
use peer support groups (in-class, out-of-class, e-mail, chat rooms)


4.
use specific names for papers (e.g., "your movie reviews" instead of




"your papers")


5.
use genuine writing situations with real audiences and purposes


6.
provide some type of presentation/publication 


7.
never let students hear you complain about grading papers, developing




assignments, and so on


8.
communicate clearly the purpose behind each and every assignment


9.
emphasize that students should always write about something that interests them


10.
bring in writers or successful former students from outside the classroom 


11.
present clear models of what you want


12.
present case studies of successful student and professional writers

