Developing Writing Assignments

Gwendolyn Hale

This exercise is used as a fun way to introduce students to the idea of comparison and contrast.  I have often found this exercise to be quite useful with classes that seem somewhat resistant to concepts when introduced by their technical names.  By utilizing music, which is a medium many of them already enjoy, I find it easier to introduce modes such as comparison and contrast.  This exercise helps them see that they compare and contrast everyday.

First, either play the song or have individual students read the songs aloud.  Next, have them divide up into small groups of two to four.  Then, have them answer the questions that follow each song pair.  I have found that many students really enjoy this assignment because they succeed and it gives them a foundation on which to build.  Also, they find themselves laughing a great deal which also alleviates a great deal of the stress many of them already feel about writing. 

Once they have come up with their answers as a group, have them share with the class their observations regarding the songs.  After that, have them brainstorm other songs, poems, stories, movies that could be linked as these songs were.  They soon find themselves able to come up with paper topics.

I sometimes like to pair this exercise with another one that involves each student writing a noun on a small slip of paper. There are no stipulations as to what noun they write.  Next, have the students fold the slips of paper and place them into a hat or cup.  Have a volunteer to come up and draw two slips of paper from the container.  Now, inform the student that she must now write five similarities and five differences between the two nouns chosen.  The purpose of this is twofold.  First, the student must rely on all of their senses and will probably have to really search for similarities and differences.  Once they have five of each, ask them would they say the two nouns are more similar or more different based on what they wrote.  This assists the student in preparing for comparison and contrast papers.  The other purpose is to demonstrate to students that they must be discriminating when choosing topics.  They must have a clear goal in mind and not haphazardly choose two things they merely like.  

These exercises are useful in that they get students in the habit of making lists of and being on the lookout for similarities and differences.  After completing these exercises, I normally introduce two short stories that can be compared.  Have the students go back through the processes they used for the two songs as well as for the two nouns they drew.  These exercises provide an entertaining way to introduce a mode as well as brainstorming techniques and topic choosing.      
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	Artist:
Nirvana
Album:
From The Muddy Banks Of Wishkah
Title:
Smells Like Teen Spirit



Load up on guns and bring your friends
It’s fun to lose and to pretend
She’s over bored and self assured
Oh no, I know a dirty word
Hello, hello, hello, how low?
I’m worse at what I do best
And for this gift I feel blessed
Our little group has always been
And always will until the end
Hello, hello, hello, how low?
And I forget just why I taste


Oh yeah, I guess it makes me smile
I found it hard, it was hard to find
Oh well, whatever, nevermind
hello, hello, hello, how low?
With the lights out it’s less dangerous
Here we are now, entertain us
I feel stupid and contagious
Here we are now, entertain us
A mulatto
An albino
A mosquito
My Libido
Yay, a denial
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	Artist:
	Bob Dylan

	Album:
	The Times They Are A-changin'

	Title:
	The Times They Are A-changin'


	



Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come writers and critics
Who prophesize with your pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won't come again
And don't speak too soon
For the wheel's still in spin
And there's no tellin' who
That it's namin'.
For the loser now
Will be later to win
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come senators, congressmen
Please heed the call
Don't stand in the doorway
Don't block up the hall
For he that gets hurt

Will be he who has stalled
There's a battle outside
And it is ragin'.
It'll soon shake your windows
And rattle your walls
For the times they are a-changin'.

Come mothers and fathers
Throughout the land
And don't criticize
What you can't understand
Your sons and your daughters
Are beyond your command
Your old road is
Rapidly agin'.
Please get out of the new one
If you can't lend your hand
For the times they are a-changin'.
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The line it is drawn
The curse it is cast
The slow one now
Will later be fast
As the present now
Will later be past
The order is
Rapidly fadin'.
And the first one now
Will later be last
For the times they are a-changin'.

Questions:

1. How are these songs similar?

2. How are these songs different?

3. Would you say they are more similar or more different? Why?

4. What might be a strong thesis for a paper comparing and contrasting these two songs?

Developing Writing Assignments, Hale

	Artist:
	Patsy Cline

	Album:
	Heartaches

	Title:
	I Fall To Pieces


	



Written by harlan howard and hank cochran
(as recorded by jim reeves, november 21, 1961)

I fall to pieces
Each time i see you again
I fall to pieces
How can i be just your friend

You want me to act like we've never kissed
You want me to forget, pretend we've never met
And i've tried and i've tried but i haven't yet
You walk by, and i fall to pieces

I fall to pieces
Each time someone speaks your name
I fall to pieces
Time only adds to the flame

You tell me to find someone else to love


Someone who'll love me, too, the way you used to do
But each time i go out with someone new
You walk by and i fall to pieces

(i fall to pieces)
Each time someone speaks your name
(i fall to pieces)
Time only adds to the flame

You tell me to find someone else to love
Someone who'll love me too, the way you used to do
But each time i go out with someone new
You walk by and i fall to pieces

*patsy cline did not repeat the last two verses.

© tree publishing co. (bmi)
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	Artist:
	Diana Ross

	Album:
	Take Me Higher

	Title:
	I Will Survive


	



(f.perren & d.fekaris)

(this is dedicated to my girls)

At first i was afraid, i was petrified
Kept thinkin' i could never live without you by my side
Then i spent so many nights thinking how you did me wrong
And i grew strong
And i learned how to get along

And so you're back from outer space
I just walked in to find you here, with that sad look upon your face
I should have changed that stupid lock
I should have made you leave your key
If i had known for just one second you'd be back to bother me

Go on now, go walk out the door
Just turn around now
'coz you're not welcome anymore
Weren't you the one who tried to break me with goodbye?
Did you think i'd crumble?
Did you think i'd lay down and die?
Oh no not i, i will survive
For as long as i know how to love, i know i'll stay alive
I've got all my life to live
And i've got all my love to give
I'll survive
I will survive
Hey hey

(i, i will survive)
Hey hey
(i, i will survive)
Every day
(i, i will survive)
Oh yeah

It took all the strength i had not to fall apart
Just trying hard to mend the pieces of my broken heart
And i spent oh so many nights just feeling sorry for myself
I used to cry, but now i hold my head up high
And you see me, somebody new
I'm not that chained up little person still in love with you
And so you felt like dropping in and just expect me to be free


But now i'm savin' all my lovin' for someone who's lovin' me

Go on now, go walk out the door
Just turn around now
You're not welcome anymore
Weren't you the one who tried to break me with goodbye?
Did you think i'd crumble?
Did you think i'd lay down and die?
Oh no not i, i will survive
Oh as long as i know how to love, i know i'll stay alive
I've got all my life to live
And i've got all my love to give
I'll survive
I will survive
Hey hey

Go now, go walk out the door
Just turn around now
'coz you're not welcome anymore
Weren't you the one who tried to break me with goodbye?
Did you think i'd crumble?
Did you think i'd lay down and die?
Oh no not i, i will survive
Oh as long as i know how to love, i know i'll stay alive
I've got all my life to live
And i've got all my love to give
I'll survive
I will survive
I will survive

(i, i will survive)
Hey
(i, i will survive)
Every day
(i, i will survive)
Yeah yeah

(i, i will survive)
Oh
(i, i will survive)
I will survive
(i, i will survive)

(i, i will survive)
I've got all my love to give
(i, i will survive)
I've got all my life to live
(i, i will survive)
My loving is not in vain, oh no

 Questions:

1. How are these songs similar?

2. How are these songs different?

3. Would you say they are more similar or more different? Why?

4. What might be a strong thesis for a paper comparing and contrasting these two songs
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Pick-a-Noun

*Choose two people 

Similarities:






Differences:

1. _______________________


1. _________________________

2. _______________________                                  2. _________________________

3. _______________________                                  3. _________________________

4. _______________________                                  4. _________________________

5. _______________________                                  5. _________________________

