Gary Thomas Gravely

9053 Sparta Highway

Sparta, TN 38583

(615) 410-3054 or (931) 761-2761

gtg2d@mtsu.edu or garygravely@gmail.com 
DEGREES:


Ph.D.
English







2009-Present

Middle Tennessee State University
Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Current G.P.A.-  3.834
Passed Qualifying Exam With Distinction

Research Areas-  American Literature since 1910 and Popular Culture

Degree currently in Progress


M.A
English







2007-2009

Tennessee Technological University

Cookeville, Tennessee

G.P.A.-  4.00

Thesis:  Roles of the Quest Superhero in Kavalier and Clay and Three Graphic Novels
B.A.
History & English,  cum laude




1998-2005

Tennessee Technological University

Cookeville, Tennessee

G.P.A.-  3.594

AWARDS:

2005 TTU History Award (Highest GPA for graduating senior in major)

ETS Recognition of Excellence (Top 15% score in Principles of Learning and Teaching:  Grades 7-12)


Dean’s List

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:

Teaching Assistant Peer Mentor, Department of English, Middle Tennessee State University, 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 2011-Present

Teaching Assistant, Department of English, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee, 2010-Present


Classes Taught:
ENGL 1010- Expository Writing


Activities:



Presented at Pedagogy Workshop


Utilizing Desire2Learn as a Course Management System

Writing Assistant, University Writing Center, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee, 2009-2010

Activities:



Tutored student writing in multiple disciplines



Conducted class visits

Co-conducted classroom workshops-  MLA, Language Awareness, Conducting Research, 

Essay Organization
Graduate Assistant, Department of English, Tennessee Technological University, Cookeville, 

Tennessee, 2007-2009

Classes Taught:  ENGL 1010-Writing I and ENGL 1020-Writing II


Activities:



Utilized computer-assisted writing (iLearn) in Writing I course



Served as Teaching Assistant in Elizabeth Robinson’s Writing II class



Taught group project in Writing II

Served as Teaching Assistant in Dr. Shirley Laird’s American Literature class

Proctored review session for American Literature  

Worked as Writing Center tutor   


Teacher, English/Social Studies Department, White County High School, Sparta, Tennessee, 

2005-2007

Classes Taught:  U.S. Government, Sociology, Economics, Language Fundamentals 9-
10, English 9-10, Inclusion Language Fundamentals 9 (pilot program)


Activities:

Served on committee to integrate tutoring and reading period into the school day  

Statistician and Bookkeeper for Varsity Basketball Teams

Clock Operator for Varsity Basketball, 9th Grade Basketball, and 9th Grade Football

P.A. Announcer for 9th Grade Basketball

Assisted in creating “Night at the Far North Museum”:  lifesize diorama based upon 

school-wide novel Far North


Student Teacher, Social Studies and Inclusion Reading, Dekalb County Middle School, 

Smithville, Tennessee, Spring  2005, Mentoring Teacher:  Vicky Terrell

Activities:

Taught unit over Civil War

 
Created worksheets, quizzes, and exams  

Reviewed students for TCAP  

Worked individually with inclusion students in Reading class


Student Teacher, U.S. History and AP U.S. History, Warren County High School, McMinnville, 

Tennessee, Spring 2005, Mentoring Teacher:  Chad McGee


Activities:

Taught unit over World War II for U.S. History (2 sections) and taught Imperialism Unit 
for AP U.S. History (3 sections)

Took AP students on a field trip to Tennessee State Museum and Tennessee State Library 
and Archives in Nashville, Tennessee to conduct primary research for National 
History Day projects  

Advised students in creating National History Day projects

Helped students to video edit video projects for National History Day projects  

Assisted mentoring teacher to develop rubric for National History Day projects  

Took students to National History Day Regional Competition at Middle Tennessee State 

University in Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Utilized computer technology and film study in history education

ORGANIZATIONS:


Formation Committee and Interim Treasurer, Graduate Student Association

Vice President, MTSU English Graduate Student Organization

Graduate Student Representative, Graduate Studies Committee (2008-2009 Tennessee 

Technological University)

Phi Kappa Phi

Phi Alpha Theta (History Honor Society)



Alpha Lamba Delta (Freshman Honor Society)

American Association of University Professors

History Club

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

Reformed University Fellowship

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS:

2010 Center for Faulkner Studies’ Faulkner and Morrison Conference; Cape Girardeau, Missouri
“The Neutering of the Modern Hero:  The Emasculation of Quentin Compson and Horace Benbow in The Sound and the Fury and Sanctuary”
2010 Popular and American Culture Associations in the South Conference; Savannah, Georgia


“Independent Film and Graphic Novels”
2010 MTSU CompExpo; Murfreesboro, Tennessee


“Focused Freewriting with Media”

2010 MTSU English Graduate Studies Organization Conference; Murfreesboro, Tennessee
“Jack Burdens of the Small Screen:  Searching for the Father in 21st Century Dramatic 

Television”
2010 Purdue University Comparative Literature Graphic Engagement Conference; West Lafayette, 

Indiana


“Ultimate Supreme Stars of Power:  The Oligarchy in the Superhero Text”
2010 Tennessee Technological University Graduate Organization for Students in the Humanities 

English Spring Symposium; Cookeville, Tennessee

“Battlestar Galactica and Multiplicities of the Past”
2009 Tennessee Technological University Graduate Organization for Students in the Humanities 

English Spring Symposium; Cookeville, Tennessee
“The Politics of Doomsday:  Watchmen and the Political Implications of the

Superhuman”

2008 Tennessee Technological University Graduate Organization for Students in the Humanities 

English Spring Symposium; Cookeville, Tennessee
“Depictions of Evil in 19th Century Literature:  ‘Ligeia’ and the Devil in ‘Young 

Goodman Brown’”

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:


2010 Middle Tennessee State University Composition Orientation
2009 Middle Tennessee State University Writing Center Orientation
2009 Upper Cumberland Writing Project
2009 Peck Composition Series, Middle Tennessee State University
White County High School New Teacher Training-  50 hours


Upper Cumberland Teaching American History Seminars (each topic lasted one week)



Pre-Civil War



Great Depression and World War II



Cold War


Upper Cumberland Teaching American History Washington, D.C./Colonial Williamsburg 

Summer Trip


Attended 2007 Tennessee Technological University School Law Seminar

