Teaching Philosophy


My teaching philosophy centers around the ideas that good writers are organized, display correct grammar and usage, informed about the subject of their writing, and artful users of rhetoric.  I believe these four characteristics of good writers are essential due to the fact that they are universally held as being true of good writing skills regardless of genre or rhetorical situation.  Whether a student is writing a term paper, poem, novel, or business report, he or she should display each of these four characteristics.  Therefore, I think these are the four best items to teach students when they enter a freshman writing course.


Organization exists as a key concept as it assists writers in fully comprehending their own thoughts, and the writer must understand what he or she means before the audience can.  It also helps to keep the thesis, purpose, and main points of the paper in focus.  If a writer lacks clear organization, he or she will often repeat some of the same points or fail to clearly express the paper’s points.  Organization also exists as a universal trait of good writing whether the writer is penning a novel or a financial report.  In order to clearly communicate one’s position, organization is required; therefore, I believe organization to be a key characteristic of good writing and instilling it in students to be a responsibility of composition instruction.


A second characteristic of good writers can be found when writers display correct grammar and usage.  If a writer does not display proper grammar skills, then it may be very likely that he never has his position or argument taken seriously.  Many will refuse to recognize a writer with poor grammar and usage as an authority on a subject regardless of how well-versed the person may be in that subject or how much research he or she has conducted.  Consequently, we, as writing instructors, have a responsibility to instill good grammar and usage practice in our students.  I do not think I should, nor do I want to be an instructor of grammar, but I feel it to essential for our students to learn.  Due to both of these factors, I believe we should function in a diagnostic function rather than focusing on drill and practice.  We can facilitate grammar revisions of writing in class if we notice several students struggling with the same rules thus tying grammar practice with student writing, but if it seems to be a sole student we should make them aware of such mistakes and suggest outside help be it from either us or other qualified persons such as writing center tutors.  Sometimes, it might even be just recommending another educated reader serve as a proof-reader.  Regardless, I think we should make sure that students are aware of any grammar and usage difficulties that he or she may be having and recommend steps to alleviate such problems.


Students must also be knowledgeable about the subject that they are writing about.  That idea is why I strongly believe that research prior to writing is a necessity in almost all forms of writing.  Certainly, some genres may not require research but those are mostly personal where the writer already has substantial expertise in the subject as they are mostly individual or relationship-centered such as in the case of expository writing like a diary entry or personal letter to a friend.  Many other genres demand research.  These may be academic or journalistic, but both require research whether it be secondary, primary, or a combination of the two.  As a result, composition instructors should spend some time on finding, evaluating, integrating, and citing sources.


Writing instructors should also make sure that they spend time instructing students in the art of rhetoric.  We should make sure that our students understand various rhetorical situations and how one should utilize such situations when they appear.  While freshman instruction cannot make students experts in the use of rhetoric, it should provide them with a simple understanding of it and basic skills in utilization of it.  Rhetoric is an art employed by writers, but there is no reason that developing writers should not be acquiring its basics.


These four principles represent my fundamental beliefs in writing instruction.  I therefore try to organize my courses in such a manner that students can develop all four characteristics.  I attempt to structure my class to best fit the acquiring of each of these skills.  They lead me in how I design a course, the methods in which I teach, and the rubrics by which I grade.  As I become a more experienced teacher, I self-reflect on how I feel that I met each of these four personal goals along with any institution or departmental goals that I am given.  I attempt to participate in professional development workshops that will help me to teach students each of these four characteristics.  Also, I seek out other philosophies to which I can compare my own, so I don’t become completely wedded to my own ideas and oblivious to new techniques.


I believe teaching should be a passion inspired by a desire to guide the learning of others and molded by research and innovative methods.  Good teachers should continually strive to improve their teaching by constantly evaluating their techniques and seeking out more inventive ones.  Writing instruction should be tailored to making students better practitioners of the writing process, and since the writing process never truly ends but stops to meet a deadline, writing teachers should never stop developing their classes but merely try out their latest strategies on the immediate class.  A teacher’s style may vary from semester to semester and probably should as he or she develops as a teacher.  Teaching is never perfected but should be a continual attempt to do so.


As a teacher, I hope that I live up to this philosophy, and I try to evaluate myself at the conclusion of each semester to see how well I performed and which methods were or were not useful.  I think if I at least make a worthy attempt at this philosophy then I will probably do an adequate job, but I will continually look for anything to help me in my improvement.  Like any craft, teaching must be honed and developed in an attempt at perfection.

