How To Avoid Plagiarism

Know What Plagiarism Is

1. Though definitions of plagiarism vary slightly, they all have the same basic idea.  MTSU students should know their individual professor’s definition as well as the Office of Judicial Affairs and Mediation Service’s definition:

“The deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of another person as one’s own without proper acknowledgment.”1
2. Plagiarism occurs when a student tries to present another’s words or ideas as his or her own, using them in some parts of the paper or for the entire paper.  The most common types of plagiarism occur from Internet use: either the student “cuts and pastes” from one or more documents/websites or the student purchases the entire paper from a website that sells documents.  While the Internet has become the most common source of plagiarism, plagiarism can also occur when a student incorrectly uses print sources in part or in their entirety.

Know What the Consequences of Plagiarism Are

Plagiarism must be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs.  The professor may notify the student prior to notifying Judicial Affairs, but the decision depends on the professor.  If the professor chooses to conference with the student, the professor will follow a certain procedure in discussing the incident.  Regardless of whether or not the professor speaks with the student, Judicial Affairs will meet with the student and handle the consequences from there.  As recommended by the professor, the student may either give an F for the assignment or an F for the course.2
Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism

1. Decide in advance that all of your work will be your own. A paper that is weak, a late paper (if accepted by the professor), or a zero on the assignment is better than the consequences of plagiarism.

2. Give yourself sufficient time to write the paper so that you do not become desperate and resort to plagiarism. (See “How to Write a Paper in 10 Days.”)

3. Learn to properly document your sources.  If you are unclear about citing sources, consult your professor, your textbook, the University Writing Center, a librarian at the Reference Desk, or MLA’s on-line source at www.mla.org.

4. Take careful notes as you research. 

a. Make photocopies of your sources and write down all of the bibliographic information.

b. If you take notes instead of photocopy, write down the information in direct quotes and give the necessary information, such as page number, as well as the bibliographic information.

c. Save paraphrasing and summarizing for the actual writing process.  Do not paraphrase or summarize in the note-taking stage of research; otherwise, you may inadvertently plagiarize later on.

5. Make sure that your paraphrases and summaries are in your own words. 

a. To write a paraphrase, use your own words and sentence structure.  However, be careful: the intent of the original passage must remain the same, which means that you do not distort the author’s meaning with your own opinions. Also, a paraphrase should be the same length as the original.

Example of Paraphrasing

Original quote: “Students (36 percent) concur that lack of parental supervision at home is the major factor contributing to violence in schools.  However, 34 percent of them cite as a second major factor to the presence of gang or group membership or peer group pressure (The American Teacher, 1993)” (Futrell and Powell).3
Paraphrase: Statistics from The American Teacher reveal that roughly one third of the interviewed students felt that school violence resulted from poor supervision, and another one third of the students felt that peer pressure was another major cause of school violence (Futrell and Powell).

b. Like a paraphrase, a summary puts the original passage into your own words and sentence structure without changing the meaning.  Since a summary shortens the original passage and focuses on its main points, partial quotes may be used along with your own words in order to highlight the most important information.

Examples of Summarizing

Original Quote: “America’s children are exposed to a steady diet of verbal and physical violence that begins early and continues throughout their lives. [. . .]  Most of what children watch, including cartoons, is unsupervised and much of it is filled with scene after scene of unadulterated sex and violence.  All too often children who behave violently are themselves victims of an overdose of violence” (Futrell and Powell).

· Summary: Too much television watching exposes children in the U.S. to violence, which may be a factor in their own violent behavior (Futrell and Powell).

· Summary with partial quote: Too much television watching makes children in the U.S. “victims of an overdose of violence,” which may contribute to their own violence (Futrell and Powell).

6. Take your essay and the copies of your sources to your professor or the Writing Center and ask for help double-checking whether or not you have properly used and cited your sources within the essay as well as in the Works Cited.

1 http://www.mtsu.edu/~judaff/rules.htm


2 http://www.mtsu.edu/~judaff/amis.htm


3 All quotes come from Futrell, Mary and Lee Etta Powell. “Preventing Violence in Schools.” 8 Jan. 2002 <� HYPERLINK "http://eric-web.tc.columbia.edu/monographs/ued107/preventing_introduction.html" ��http://eric-web.tc.columbia.edu/monographs/ued107/preventing_introduction.html�>.








