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More than 2,500 years ago, rhetoricians viewed speech, writing, grammar, speech, and literature as a whole.  As scholars focused on their specific interests and found their niches, the fields of grammatical and rhetorical study separated and slowly evolved into the multiple disciplines of linguistics, literature, composition studies, and rhetoric.  Now, as teachers trained in both composition studies and linguistics, we strive to see the interconnections among all these fields, even though this connection is often ignored in course offerings, meetings of national organizations, and publications.  What follows is an annotated bibliography devoted to the intersection of linguistics and writing, a list of sources that reflects how the study of language (linguistics) might allow teachers to view writing and the teaching of writing from a different perspective for a time.


Entries in this bibliography offer starting points for teachers who are seeking some help in incorporating grammar into the writing classroom, dealing with students from multi-language or multi-dialect backgrounds, or wishing to find language issues that might stimulate student discussion in a writing class.  General reference sources, in the form of dictionaries and encyclopedias, start off the list, followed by sources that are introductory in nature.  Specific sections have been devoted to language diversity, grammar, and teaching practices, in the hopes that one or more of the listed sources might assist writing teachers who are struggling with these issues in their classroom design or writing assessment.  A short list of journals that publish articles relevant to writing teachers is included at the end, although these are only a few of the over 400 journals that are available in linguistics.


For those new to linguistics or to the idea of applying linguistic concepts to the teaching of writing, David Crystal’s encyclopedias or William Grabe’s and Robert Kaplan’s guide to the applied linguistics of writing might be a good place to begin.  Wherever you start or whatever you read from the list, go forward with the idea that writing is language and that taking a different (linguistics) perspective for a time might help generate new ideas on how to teach writing.

I. General References

1.  Cassidy, Frederic G, and Joan Hall, eds.  Dictionary of American Regional English.  3 vols.  Cambridge:  Harvard UP, 1985-1996.

Based on 25 years of fieldwork and thousands of informants, this dictionary not only gives definitions and guides to pronunciation and alternative forms, but also includes computer-generated maps showing distributions of American dialectal varieties.  

2.  Chalker, Sylvia, and Edmund Weiner, eds.  Oxford Dictionary of English Grammar.  New York:  Oxford UP, 1998.

A useful source for grammatical terms, this dictionary focuses on traditional, transformational, and other perspectives of grammar.

3.  Crystal, David.  The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. 2nd ed.  New York: Cambridge UP, 1997.

One of the most valuable sources for both beginning and advanced linguists, this work provides an introduction to linguistic theory and research in a readable and entertaining manner.  

4.  ---.  The Cambridge Encyclopedia of The English Language. New York: Cambridge UP, 1995.

Another important source for anyone interested in English, this encyclopedia provides valuable information on the history, development, and use of English in the United States and around the world.

5.  ---.  A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. 4th ed.  Malden:  Blackwell, 1997.

A standard reference dictionary in the field of linguistics, this 400-page work has provided an introduction to linguistic theory and research for over 20 years to those interested in concise, readable definitions of terms.

6.  Johnson, Keith, and Helen Johnson, eds.  The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Applied Linguistics:  A Handbook for Language Teaching.  Malden:  Blackwell, 1999.

Accessible and informative, this volume provides an introduction to theories of applied linguistics and their application to the teaching of language and writing.

7.  Lighter, J. E., et al., eds. Random House Historical Dictionary of American Slang.  2 vols.  New York: Random House, 1994-1997.

Numerous slang dictionaries are available; however, no others offer as much history, readability, or authority as these two volumes that include entries for the letters A through O.  Due to the extensive scholarship and fieldwork, each volume takes years to produce; the balance of alphabetical entries, though scheduled for a 1997 completion, will be available soon.

8.  Matthews, Peter H.  The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics.  New York:  Oxford UP, 1997.

This relatively short (422 pages) dictionary provides extensive coverage of linguistic theory, language history, and grammatical categories.

9.  McArthur, Tom, ed. The Oxford Companion to the English Language. New York: Oxford UP, 1992.

A remarkable collection of information about the rich diversity of English, this 1,184-page volume includes definitions, discussion, and research references for entries on grammar, rhetoric, linguistics, and writing.

10.  Quirk, Randolf, et al. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. White Plains: Longman, 1989.

Approximately 1,800 pages, the title is appropriate; it is the most comprehensive source available today on grammar and is accessible to the layperson.  This is an update of the 1972 A Grammar of Contemporary English.
11.  Richards, Jack, John Platt, and Heidi Platt. Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics.  London:  Longman UK, 1994.

An excellent source for linguistics terms related to the teaching of language, grammar, and writing.

II. Introductory Linguistics 

12.  Akmajian, Adrian, Richard A. Demers, Ann K. Farmer, and Robert M. Harnish. Linguistics: An Introduction to Language and Communication. 4th ed. Cambridge: MIT P, 1995.

An introductory textbook, this volume provides an integrated introduction to how separate fields of linguistics (for example, phonology, semantics, and syntax) inform language acquisition and variation.

13.  Andrews, Larry.  Linguistics for L2 Teachers.  Mahwah:  Lawrence Erlbaum, 2001. 

A very readable introductory book that provides insights as to how language works and improving our grasp of the language by understanding how language is used in society.  Chapter 3, “English Use and Usage,” is especially useful for the writing teacher.

14.  Clark, Virginia P., Paul A. Eschholz, and Alfred F. Rosa.  Language:  Readings in Language and Culture.  6th ed.  New York:  St. Martin’s, 1998.

A popular text that introduces the basics of linguistic theory on all levels of language:  sound, word, sentence, and discourse.  As the authors say in their preface, they have included many readings that address the concerns of English educators.

15.  Clearly, Linda Miller, and Michael D. Linn. Linguistics for Teachers. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1993.

This linguistics reader, specifically geared to educators, emphasizes the connections among theory, research, and pedagogy.

16.  Finegan, Edward.  Language: Its Structure and Use.  3rd ed.  Boston: Heinle, 1999.

A comprehensive presentation of the basic concepts of linguistics provides clear and logical explanations of phonetics, phonology, syntax, and semantics, including thought-provoking topics for writing or discussion of the practical uses of linguistics.

17.  Fromkin, Victoria, and Robert Rodman. An Introduction to Language. 6th ed. Fort Worth: Harcourt, 1997.

An introductory textbook that provides useful information in the areas of dialect and World Englishes.

18.  O’Grady, William, et al., eds. Contemporary Linguistics: An Introduction. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000.

Although designed with a Canadian audience in mind, this textbook provides an interesting and accessible introduction to linguistic theory and research.  Highlights include a chapter on North American indigenous languages and a chapter on language and writing.

19.  Parker, Frank, and Kathryn Riley. Linguistics for Non-Linguists. 3rd ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2000.

Using a self-teaching approach, this introductory text, specifically geared to the non-specialist, covers the basics of linguistics in a straightforward manner.

20.  Stewart, Jr., Thomas W., and Nathan Vaillette, eds. Language Files: Materials for An Introduction to Language and Linguistics. 8th ed. Columbus: Ohio State UP, 2001.

First published as a compilation of the files used in Ohio State’s introductory linguistics courses, this often-revised and updated introduction to linguistics is an abundant source for those interested in learning about the scientific study of language.

21.  Yule, George. The Study of Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge UP, 1996.

One of the shortest introductions to linguistics on the market (308 pages), this introductory text presents the basics of linguistics in a concise and readable way.

III. Linguistics-Based Writing Textbooks

22.  Eschholz, Paul, Alfred Rosa, and Virginia Clark, eds. Language Awareness: Readings for College Writers. 8th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000.

An excellent introduction to both language and writing, this popular text includes four chapters on writing and the writing process, in addition to the chapters on language-related topics that provide interesting and informative model essays and essay prompts.

23.  Goshgarian, Gary, ed. Exploring Language. 9th ed. New York: Addison-Wesley, 2001.

With a focus on language and society, this writing textbook invites students to debate current social and cultural issues.  Updated often, readings provided are current and accessible for students.
24.  Hirschberg, Stuart, and Terry Hirschberg.  Reflections on Language.  New York:  Oxford UP, 1999.

This freshman or advanced composition textbook provides essays on language topics that inform and interest students and teachers alike.  Topics covered include language acquisition, language variety, World Englishes, language and politics, and the rhetoric of advertising.

25.  Turgeon, Gregoire, and William H. Roberts, eds. About Language: A Reader for Writers. New York: Houghton, 1999. 

Focusing on language topics, this introductory writing text provides provocative readings and assignments.

IV. Linguistic Theory

26.  Berk, Lynn.  English Syntax: From Words to Discourse.  Oxford:  Oxford UP, 1999.

This reference for language-teaching professionals and beginners in linguistic studies provides a descriptive grammar of English with a focus on semantic and syntactic features and their uses in discourse.

27.  Bohannon, III, John N., and John D. Bonvillian. "Theoretical Approaches to Language Acquisition."  The Development of Language.  Ed. Jean Berko Gleason.  5th ed.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2001.  254-314.

A good summary of theoretical underpinnings of language acquisition, this chapter includes structuralism, functionalism, nativism, empiricism, behaviorism, and the interactionist and linguistic approaches.

28. Brown, H. Douglas. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching.  4th ed.  New York: Longman, 2000.

This book provides a good introduction to current theories of language teaching, including critical evaluations of such popular theories as Krashen's Input Hypothesis for second language acquisition.
29.  Chomsky, Noam.  On Language:  Chomsky’s Classic Works:  Language and Responsibility and Reflections on Language in One Volume.  New York:  New Press, 1998.

This volume includes two classic Chomsky texts from the late 1970s that explore fundamental questions of language.

30.  Connor, Ulla.  Contrastive Rhetoric:  Cross-Cultural Aspects of Second-Language Writing.  New York:  Cambridge UP, 1996.

An interesting and informative description of how a student’s first language and culture influences his or her writing in a second language.

31.  Ellis, Rod.  Second Language Acquisition.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 1997.

This introductory book on language study contains ten chapters presenting insights on how people learn a language.  Chapters 1, 2, 7, and 8 are particularly useful to writing teachers for understanding SLA, interlanguage, and the role of affective factors in learning. 

32.  Grabe, William, and Robert B Kaplan. Theory and Practice of Writing: An Applied Linguistics Approach. White Plains: Longman, 1996.
This linguistics-based analysis of writing reviews text linguistic research, process theory and application, and contrastive rhetoric.  Also included are chapters devoted to the teaching of writing, organized and presented within a theme-based approach.

33.  Hatch, Evelyn.  Discourse and Language Education.    New York:  Cambridge UP, 1992. 

Of special interest to teachers of writing to ESL students, this book gives practical advice on how to analyze writing by providing example data from native speakers and ESL students of varying ages, backgrounds, and proficiency levels.

34.  ---, and Cheryl Brown.  Vocabulary, Semantics, and Language Education.  New York: Cambridge UP, 1995.

This book explains that learning a new language requires learning its semantic and lexical systems; it provides an explanation of semantic and lexical theory and its application to language teaching and learning.  It includes practice activities and suggestions for application and research. 

35.  Justice, Paul W.  Relevant Linguistics:  An Introduction to the Structure and Use of English for Teachers.  Stanford:  CSLI, 2001.

This accessible text, geared to educators, introduces various types of linguistic analysis and relates them to classroom issues.

36.  Ladefoged, Peter.  A Course in Phonetics.  4th ed.  Fort Worth:  Harcourt, 2001.

A useful introduction for both students and teachers wanting a thorough understanding of phonetics, this text focuses on introductory concepts for describing speech, transcribing English, and sound patterns of English, as well as many exercises for ear training.

37.  Lasnick, Howard, with Marcela Depiante and Arthur Stephanov.  Syntactic Structures Revisited:  Contemporary Lectures on Classic Transformational Theory.  Cambridge:  MIT P, 2000.

An excellent review of transformational grammar from early Chomsky to his later minimalist approach.

38.  Lightbown, Patsy, and Nina Spada.  How Languages Are Learned. Rev. ed.  Oxford:  Oxford UP, 1999.

Language teachers and teacher trainers will increase their understanding of principles behind different teaching methods via this introduction to theories of first and second language acquisition.

39.  McCarthy, Michael.  Discourse Analysis for Language Teachers.  New York:  Cambridge, 1994.

Since discourse analysis studies how people use language in real situations, this introductory text is a good source for writing teachers.  Different models of analyzing written language are included.

40.  McQuade, Donald A., ed.  The Territory of Language:  Linguistics, Stylistics, and the Teaching of Composition.  Rev. ed.  Carbondale:  Southern Illinois P, 1986.

Still available, this volume is one of the first works to describe the intersection between linguistics and composition studies.  Included are essays by Robert Connors (on the history of grammar); Stephen Witte, John Daly, and Roger Cherry (on syntactic complexity and writing quality); Richard Larson (on grammar and the writing process); and Donald Freeman (on error analysis).

41.  Nattinger, James R., and Jeanette De Carrico.  Lexical Phrases and Language Teaching.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 1992.

The authors provide a basis for teaching written and spoken discourse, not just by teaching abstract rules, but getting students to utilize these rules in comprehending and producing language.  Chapter 7, “Teaching Written Discourse: Reading and Writing,” has useful applications for writing pedagogy.

42.  Nystrand, Martin, ed.  What Writers Know:  The Language, Process, and the Structure of Written Discourse.  New York:  Academic P, 1981.

The authors in this early interdisciplinary volume explore what writers know about their own writing; linguistic and composition theory are both represented.

43.  Odlin, Terence, ed.  Perspectives on Pedagogical Grammar.  New York: Cambridge UP, 1994.

This collection of eleven essays presents the most effective approaches to teaching grammar, providing a variety of theoretical models and referencing the work of Chomsky and other grammarians.

44.  Pinker, Steven.  The Language Instinct:  How the Mind Creates Language. Paperback ed.   New York:  HarperCollins, 2000.

A readable introduction to everyday questions and answers about how language works, this work, along with Pinker’s How the Mind Works and Words and Rules: The Ingredients of Language, provides the non-linguist with accessible information on language.

45.  Raskin, Victor, and Irwin Weiser.  Language and Writing:  Applications of Linguistics to Rhetoric and Composition.  Norwood:  Ablex, 1987.

Although out of print, this volume provides useful interdisciplinary connections between linguistics and composition.

46.  Robins, R.H.  A Short History of Linguistics.  4th ed.  New York:  Longman, 1997.

A comprehensive guide to the history of linguistic thought from its origins 2500 years ago to the present, this classic book also includes an overview of contemporary issues in linguistics.

47.  Smith, Neilson V.  Chomsky:  Ideas and Ideals.  New York:  Cambridge, 1999.

In this analysis of Chomsky’s work and influence, Smith provides accessible insight into both Chomsky and his ideas on language.

48.  Strong, William.  “Linguistics and Writing.”  Perspectives on Research and Scholarship in Composition.  Eds. Ben W. McClelland and Timothy R. Donovan.  New York:  MLA, 1985.  68-86.

Although somewhat dated, Strong gives a history of what linguistics has brought to the teaching of grammar writing.  In particular, this article gives a good description of the ideas behind sentence combining methods used in writing classes.

49.  Wheeler, Rebecca, ed.  The Workings of Language:  From Prescriptions to Perspectives.  Westport:  Greenwood-Praeger, 1999.

Produced for the layperson, this volume provides insight into how language works as part of our everyday life.  Topics covered include prescriptivism, dialect use, English-only issues, and the language of politics.

50.  Wheeler, Rebecca, ed.  Language Alive in the Classroom.  Westport:  Greenwood-Praeger, 1999.

One of the more valuable sources available today for educators, the authors in this volume explore the relationship of traditional grammar to linguistics as a starting point for lessons in the teaching of grammar and writing.

V. Language Diversity (from Sociolinguistics, Psycholinguistics, Language/Dialect Variety, Literacy, Discourse Analysis, Contrastive Rhetoric)

51.  Baron, Dennis.  The English-Only Question.  New Haven:  Yale UP, 1992.

An important analysis of the pros and cons of English as the official language of the United States, this book provides background information on both sides of the issue.

52.  Brauer, Gerd, ed. Writing Across Languages.  Westport: Greenwood, 2000. 

The first of a series devoted to writing, this volume encourages the expansion of how we understand writing in relation to language teaching.  Diversity is represented by international authors with various perspectives on how writing and language intersect.

53.  Carver, Craig M.  American Regional Dialects: A Word Geography. Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1989.

A useful guide to regional dialect variation, this book provides maps and descriptions, along with samples of word data collection.

54.  Chambers, J. K., Peter Trudgill, and Natalie Schilling-Estes.  The Handbook of Language Variation and Change.  Malden:  Blackwell, 2002.

This comprehensive guide to the theory and research of language variation is a must-have for any teacher trying to come to grips about how Standard English fits into the academic curriculum.

55.  Dillard, J.L. Black English: Its History and Usage in the United States. New York: Random House, 1972.

Although out of print, this comprehensive description of the history and varieties of African American English is a must-have.

56.  ---.  A History of American English.  Eds. Martin Harris and R. H. Robbins.  White Plains:  Longman, 1992.

A comprehensive survey of the development and history of American English, this impressive work is an important source for anyone interested in language in the United States and the many issues that surround its use, such as English-only movements and “standard” English arguments.

57.  Duszak, Anna, ed. Culture and Styles of Academic Discourse. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 1997.
An international view of how writing relates to education in and out of the United States.

58.  Elyssa, Tara.  "Learning English Good."  About Language: A Reader for Writers, 5th ed.  Eds. William Roberts and Gregoire Turgeon.  Boston:  Houghton, 1998.  246-54.

This essay provides anecdotal information of difficulties that ESL students encounter while studying English applicable to the writing classroom.

59.  Fishman, Joshua A., ed.  Handbook of Language and Ethnic Identity.    New York:  Oxford UP, 1999.

An interdisciplinary look at the connection between language and identity, this volume provides valuable insights from ethnographic and linguistic research.

60.  Glowka, A. Wayne, and Donald M. Lance, eds. Language Variation in North American English. New York: MLA, 1993.

An interesting and informative look at activities teachers can use to educate their students about the language variety available in North America.  

61.  Heath, Shirley Brice.  Ways with Words:  Language, Life, and Work in Communities and Classrooms.  Rev. Ed.  New York:  Cambridge UP, 1983.

A classic ethnographic study of various school-age children, this book provides linguistic insight into why some students succeed at school and some do not.

62.  Hinkel, Eli.  Second Language Writers’ Text:  Linguistic and Rhetorical Features.  Mahwah:  Lawrence Erlbaum, 2002.

This book gives an interesting look at native and non-native writing at the college level.

63.  Kachru, Braj.  The Alchemy of English:  The Spread, Functions, and Models of Non-Native Englishes.  Reprint.  Urbana:  U of Illinois P, 1996.

First published in 1986, this important volume provides one of the first looks at World Englishes in their various forms.

64.  Labov, William.  Language in the Inner City:  Studies in the Black English Vernacular.  Rev. ed.  Philadelphia:  U of Penn P, 1990.

In this revision of the classic work, Labov confirms the well-formed set of rules associated with African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and presents dialectal art forms and linguistic change linked to AAVE.

65.  Leki, Ilona.  “Writing, Literacy, and Applied Linguistics.”  Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 20 (2000): 99-115.

As part of the annual review of ground-breaking applied linguistic theory and research, Leki’s article gives us a look at the interconnections between linguistics and writing in the classroom.

66.  Losey, Kay M. Listen to the Silences: Mexican American Interaction in the Composition Classroom and the Community. Westport: Greenwood, 1996.
A unique book that focuses on Mexican-American students learning the craft of writing in school and out.

67.  Martin-Jones, Marilyn, and Kathryn Jones. Multilingual Literacies: Reading and Writing Different Worlds. Amsterdam:  Benjamins, 2000.
Although focused on Britain education and British English around the globe, this volume gives insight into students who are attempting to become 

68.  Matalene, Carolyn.  "Contrastive Rhetoric: An American Writing Teacher in China."  College English 47.8 (1985):  789-808.

An informative comparison of Chinese and Western rhetoric that gives the reader insight to the linguistic and rhetorical patterns influencing Chinese students' writing.

69.  Morgan, Marcyliena.  Language and Verbal Style in African American Culture.  Cambridge:  Cambridge UP, 2002.

This informative book introduces the history, development, and study of African American English (AAE), providing an intensive discussion of the social, cultural, and political issues surrounding the use and study of AAE.

70.  Olson, David R.  “Language and Literacy:  What Writing Does to Language and Mind.”  Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 16 (1996):  3-13.

A brief introduction to how reading and writing shape language and vice versa.

71.  Schleppegrell, Mary J., and M. Cecilia Colombi, eds.  Developing Advanced Literacy in First and Second Languages:  Meaning with Power.  Mahwah:  Lawrence Erlbaum, 2002.

This book provides theory, research, and practice related to the social and linguistic challenges ESL students face in writing academic English.

72.  Wolfram, Walt, and Donna Christian.  Dialects and Education: Issues and Answers.  Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1989.

An excellent, although dated, source for teachers who wonder how to deal with multiple dialects in the classroom, this volume includes theory and practical ideas.

73. Wolfram, Walt, and Natalie Schilling-Estes.  American English:  Dialects and Variation.  Malden:  Blackwell, 1998.

Language variation in American English is presented in a thorough, readable way.  Includes theory and practice related to regional, ethnic, and gender-based varieties.

VI. The Grammar Debate

74.  Bateman, Donald R.  The Effect of Transformational Grammar on the Writing of Ninth and Tenth Graders.  Urbana:  NCTE, 1966.

Historically interesting, this report illustrates how linguistics began to be incorporated into the teaching of grammar and writing.

75.  Byrd, Patricia, and Joy Reid.  Grammar in the Composition Classroom: Essays on Teaching ESL for College-Bound Student. New York: Heinle, 1997.

Provides a combination of theoretical and practical information about incorporating grammar into the writing classroom.

76.  Celce-Murcia, Marianne.  "Discourse Analysis and Grammar Instruction."  Linguistics at Work:  A Reader of Applications.  Ed. Dallin Oaks.  Cambridge: Heinle, 2001.  697-704.

This article offers a brief overview of sentence-level grammar versus discourse-based grammar; the author states that ESL teachers must recognize that grammar is usually not a sentence-level phenomenon but rather is tied to context and the functional uses of language.

77.  ---, and Howard Alan Williams.  The Grammar Book:  An ESL/EFL Teacher’s Course.  2nd ed.  Cambridge:  Heinle, 1998.

In this acclaimed revision of the popular first edition, the authors provide grammatical descriptions and teaching suggestions that help teachers learn the linguistic system of English grammar and also understand how grammatical structures are used at the discourse level.

78.  Hall, Nigel, and Anne Robinson.  Learning About Punctuation.  Portsmouth:  Heinemann, 1996.

Presenting research of how writers, especially children, conceptualize punctuation, this book provides insights into the teaching of traditional grammar and prescriptive rules.

79.  Hartwell, Patrick.  “Grammar, Grammars, and the Teaching of Grammar.”  College English 47 (1985):  105-127.

Providing multiple definitions of definitions, Hartwell shows why there is so much confusion about which type of grammar students need to learn in the writing classroom.

80.  Haussamen, Brock.  Revising the Rules:  Traditional Grammar and Modern Linguistics. 2nd ed. Dubuque:  Kendall/Hunt, 2000.

Examining the history and linguistic nature of prescriptive grammar rules often used in the writing classroom, the author suggests some new approaches to explaining or teaching grammar points, such as subject-verb agreement and pronoun case.

81.  Hinkel, Eli.  "Grammar Teaching in Writing Classes: Tenses and Cohesion."  New Perspectives on Grammar Teaching in Second Language Classrooms.  Eds. Eli Hinkel and Sandra Fotos.  Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum, 2002. 181-98.

Much linguistic research separates writing conventions such as topic sentences, transitions, and topic development from grammatical structures; therefore, writing and grammar also tend to be taught separately.  This author explains how grammar instruction based on authentic discourse provides opportunities for teaching tenses, clause structures, articles and prepositions.

82.  Hunter, Anthony D.  “A New Grammar That Has Clearly Improved Writing.”  English Journal 85 (1996):  102-106. 

A teacher’s view of how to incorporate grammar into the teaching of writing, this article is only one of many articles in this English Journal issue devoted to grammar and the teaching of grammar.

83.  Mellon, John C.  Transformational Sentence-Combining:  A Method for Enhancing the Development of Syntactic Fluency in English Composition.  Urbana:  NCTE, 1969. 

An early work, this report shows the beginnings of how linguistic information was brought into the writing classroom.

84.  Noden, Harry.  Image Grammar:  Using Grammatical Structures to Teach Writing.  Portsmouth:  Boynton/Cook/Heinemann, 1999.

Demonstrating how the teaching of grammar can be useful in the teaching of writing, Noden gives numerous sample lessons.

85.  Noguchi, Rei R.  Grammar and the Teaching of Writing:  Limits and Possibilities.  Urbana:  NCTE, 1991.  

Advocating less use of formal grammar rules in the classroom, Noguchi gives advice on how to access a student’s tacit knowledge of grammar and improve writing.

86.  Noguchi, Rei R.  "Transformational-Generative Syntax and the Teaching of Sentence Mechanics."  Linguistics at Work: A Reader of Applications.  Ed. Dallin Oaks.  Cambridge:  Heinle, 2001.  473-84.

An investigation of how transformational-generative grammar can help students in editing or avoiding some mechanical errors in their writing such as run-ons, comma splices, unintentional fragments, and subject-verb agreement.

87.  O’Hare, Frank.  Sentence Combining:  Improving Student Writing Without Formal Grammar Instruction.  Urbana:  NCTE, 1973. 

Another early source from NCTE on how to incorporate grammar into the writing process, this report shows how ideas of transformational grammar were brought into the writing classroom.

88.  Stormzand, Martin.  How Much English Grammar?  An Investigation of the Frequency of Usage of Grammatical Constructions in Various Types of Writing Together with a Discussion of the Teaching of Grammar in the Elementary and the High School.  Baltimore:  Warwick & York, 1924.

A history lesson if you can find it, this very early investigation of grammar in the classroom gives us an idea of early problems with structuralist/prescriptive approaches in the classroom.

89.  Weaver, Constance, ed.  Lessons to Share on Teaching Grammar in Context. Portsmouth:  Boynton/Cook, 1998.

This sequel to Teaching Grammar in Context features articles on how language is acquired and how grammar can be learned through the teaching of writing.

90.  ---.  Teaching Grammar in Context.  Portsmouth, NH:  Boynton/Cook, 1996.

This popular book provides linguistic history and tools for understanding and analyzing grammar and grammar teaching using a whole language approach.

VII. History of English

91.  Bailey, Richard W. Images of English: A Cultural History of the Language. Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1991.

A different perspective than the usual, this book presents the cultural milieu that surrounds the development of English.

92.  Barber, Charles. The English Language: A Historical Introduction. New York: Cambridge UP, 2000.

A concise, but informative, text for the reader looking for basic historical and linguistic information about English.

93.  Baugh, John, and Thomas Cable.  A History of the English Language.  5th ed.  Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 2001.

An updated version of the classic, this much-used history of English text provides a comprehensive introduction to the linguistic and cultural development of English.

94.  Burnley, David.  The History of the English Language:  A Source Book.  2nd edition.  New York:  Pearson, 2000.

A quick and concise reference guide, this book provides over 50 texts from different periods of English.

95.  Graddol, David, Dick Leith, and Joan Swann.  English:  History, Diversity, and Change.  New York:  Routledge, 1996.

With a much broader scope than most books about the history of English, this text emphasizes the diversity of English throughout its history and the changing social meanings of different varieties of English.  Particular attention is given to the development of English as a world language.

96.  McCrum, Robert, William Cran, and Robert MacNeil. The Story of English.  Rev ed.  New York: Viking Penguin, 1992.

Revised and expanded, this companion to the video series focuses on the history and spread of  spoken English around the world.

97.  Todd, Loreto. Pidgins and Creoles. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 1990.

This book provides theoretical support for linguistic ideas about language development.  Special attention is given to the linguistic situations that trigger pidgins and creoles.

98.  Trudgill, Peter. The Dialects of England. Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 1992.

A good guide to the dialects represented in the literature used in many writing classrooms, this book also shows how English developed and changed over time.

VIII. Teaching Practice

99.  Belcher, Diane, and George Braine, eds.  Academic Writing in a Second Language.    Westbury: Greenwood, 1995.

Focusing on second language writing, the authors in this edited volume explore policy decisions about program development, writing assessment, and genre writing.

100.  Brown, H. Douglas.  Teaching By Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy.  Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1994.

For beginning and practicing ESL/EFL teachers, this text provides practical classroom techniques and activities, including some for written language, following principles of second language acquisition.

101.  Byrd, Patricia, and Joy M. Reid.  Grammar in the Composition Classroom: Essays on Teaching ESL for College-Bound Students.  New York: Heinle, 1998. 

A collection of nine essays that addresses learning styles in the writing classroom, integrating grammar and writing, technology in the writing process, and responding to second language writing errors.  It is a useful guide and provides effective strategies for instruction.

102.  Ferris, Dana, and John Hedgcock.  Teaching ESL Composition: Purpose, Process, and Practice.  Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1998.

This review of research in ESL composition theory includes practical applications of teaching writing in the ESL classroom, including lesson planning, text selection, responding to student writing, assessing, and computers and writing.

103.  Garcia, Ricardo L.  "A Linguistic Framework of Reference for Critiquing Chicano Compositions."  Linguistics at Work: A Reader of Applications.  Ed. Dallin Oaks.  Cambridge:  Heinle, 2001.  517-23.

Writing teachers will gain an understanding of how linguistic interference plays a role in nonstandard English usage and how this knowledge will affect the way teachers critique Hispanic student writing.

104. Hamp-Lyons, Elizabeth, ed. Assessing 2nd Language Writing in Academic Contexts. Westport: Greenwood, 1991.

Rather than focusing on error in ESL student writing, the author provides various assessment models that are more effective in assessing second language writers.

105.  Hinkel, Eli. Second Language Writer’s Text: Linguistic and Rhetorical Features. Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum, 2002.
Presenting and analyzing the results of research on university-level ESL writers, Hinkel suggests practical ways teachers of ESL students can organize and development their writing classes and assignments.

106.  Kroll, Barbara, ed.  Second Language Writing:  Research Insights for the Classroom.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1994.

Researchers present how linguistics can contribute to the writing process, writing performance, and writing assessment in the second language writing classroom.

107.  Launspach, Sonja, and Martha Wetterhall Thomas.  “Beyond Grammar:  Linguistics in the Composition Classroom.”  In Our Own Voice:  Graduate Students Teach Writing.  Eds. Tina Lavonne Good and Leanne B. Warshauer.  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon, 2000.

Graduate students teaching for the first time look to linguistics—in the form of dialect study—for writing topics for their students.

108.  Paulston, Christina Bratt.  "Applied Linguistics: The Use of Linguistics in ESL."  Linguistics at Work:  A Reader of Applications.  Ed. Dallin Oaks.  Cambridge: Heinle, 2001.  705-24.

A discussion about which parts of linguistic training has proved most useful in the teaching of English and some methods and approaches for teaching English to nonnative speakers.  Provides an overview of linguistic theories useful to writing teachers.

109.  Severino, Carol, Juan C Guerra, and Johnnella E Butler, eds. Writing in Multicultural Settings. New York: MLA, 1997.
Authors in this edited volume discuss how ethnicity, class, gender, dialect, and age present challenges for writing students, giving a balanced theoretical and practical perspective.

110.  Silva, Tony J., and Paul Kei Matsuda, eds. On Second Language Writing. Mahwah:  Lawrence Erlbaum, 2000.

An excellent source for teachers with ESL writers, this volume focuses on L2 writing from theoretical and practical perspectives.  

IX. Journals 

111.  Annual Review of Applied Linguistics.  New York:  Cambridge UP.

A must-read journal of applied linguistics that provides a multi-disciplinary view of one topic each year.  Past issues have been focused on literacy, discourse analysis, and dialect variation.  

112.  Applied Linguistics.    Oxford:  Oxford UP.

Publishes language research relevant to real world problems dealing with language.

113.  English for Specific Purposes.  New York:  Pergamon-Elsevier Science.

A research journal that focuses on specialized varieties of English and the application of such research to pedagogy.

114.  English Language and Linguistics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge UP.

Publishes articles in all areas of theoretical linguistics.

115.  English Today.  Cambridge:  Cambridge UP.

Provides accessible reports on aspects of language, including style, usage, dictionaries, and standardization of English.

116.  Issues in Applied Linguistics.  Los Angeles:  UCLA UP.

Publishes in broad areas of discourse analysis, sociolinguistics, language acquisition, language assessment, and language education.

117.  Journal of English Linguistics.  Thousand Oaks:  Sage.

Focuses on research articles dealing with the English language.

118.  Journal of Second Language Writing.  New York:  Pergamon-Elsevier Science.

Publishes research and theoretically-grounded articles on second language writing and teaching.

119.  Language:  Journal of the Linguistics Society of America.  Wash., D.C.: LSA.

Premier journal of linguistics that publishes articles in theoretical linguistics.

120.  Linguistics and Education:  An International Research Journal.  New York:  Pergamon-Elsevier Science.

Focuses on topics dealing with linguistics and education, including classroom interaction, language diversity, language policy, and written language in educational settings.

121.  Syntax in the Schools:  The Journal of the Association for the Teaching of Grammar.  Newport News:  ATEG.

Emphasizes the discussion and analysis of the teaching of English grammar at all grade levels.

122.  TESL-EJ:  Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language.
http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/TESL-EJ/

Online refereed journal for research and pedagogy related to teaching ESL/EFL.

123. TESOL Journal.  Alexandria, VA:  TESOL.

Published by the national association for Teachers of English as a Second or Other Language (TESOL), this journal is focused on practical teaching ideas for ESL/EFL.

124. TESOL Quarterly.  Alexandria, VA:  TESOL.

Also published by TESOL, this journal is focused on theory and research related to ESL/EFL and sometimes includes pedagogical works.

125.  World Englishes.  Malden:  Blackwell.

Publishes articles on theory, research, and practice related to varieties of English around the world.
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