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                    Professors Could All but Wipe Out Student

                    Cheating, Study Finds

                    By ANITA BANERJI

                    Professors have the ability to substantially reduce student cheating

                    on examinations, according to a new study. 

                    The study, conducted at two unidentified public institutions by an

                    Oregon State University professor, found that if professors took

                    stronger measures to prevent cheating, the percentage of students

                    who cheated could drop to 0.02 per cent. 

                    Examples of tactics that professors could use include administering

                    multiple versions of a test, hiring additional proctors to supervise

                    the examination, and warning students. Combining all of those

                    tactics would be the most effective technique, said Joe Kerkvliet,

                    the principal investigator in the study. 

                    "There is a lot of information out in the popular press about

                    cheating in academia, and most of it tends to place blame on

                    students," said Mr. Kerkvliet, an associate professor of economics

                    at Oregon State. "As professors, we can do a lot of things to

                    reduce cheating." 

                    The study has been accepted for publication in a forthcoming issue

                    of The Journal of Economics Education. 

                    The study found that the biggest factor in determining whether

                    students will cheat is who is in the room at the time of the test. If

                    teaching assistants monitor exams, it is 31 per cent more likely that

                    students will cheat than if a professor is in the room, according to

                    the study. 

                    "Copying from your neighbor" was found to be the primary form

                    of cheating. 
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