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   Academic Group Drafts Standards to Reduce

   Cheating by Students 

   A center affiliated with 190 colleges is drafting a set of

   national principles to try to reduce the number of students who

   cheat.

   The Center for Academic Integrity, which was started in 1992

   by a Rutgers University business professor, is working on

   standards that it hopes will become a "commonly accepted

   framework for strengthening academic integrity across

   American higher education."

   Leaders of the center, which is based at Duke University, met

   in Washington last week with representatives from other

   national higher-education organizations to seek comment on

   the document.

   The eight-page draft, which has been developed over the past

   year, is long on values but short on specifics. It says honesty,

   trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility are "fundamental to

   the academic process," and it recommends that institutions

   develop clear policies about what constitutes cheating.

   Recent surveys by Donald L. McCabe, the Rutgers

   researcher and founder of the center, indicate that as many as

   75 per cent of students admitted to some cheating. The

   surveys also found that professors were reluctant to report

   cheaters.

   Mr. McCabe says most students cheat because they suspect

   that their classmates are cheating, too. "No one's doing

   anything about it, and they don't want to be at a

   disadvantage," he says.

   The document is scheduled to be completed by fall 1999.
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