Criticism and Critical Theory Ph.D. Exam
Issues:

Authorship



Linguistic Turn


Battle of the Books


Mimesis


Canon




Modernism/Postmodernism


Classicism/Romanticism

Narratology


Defense of Poetry


Postcolonialism


Fantasy/Imagination


Realism


Gender




Representation


Genre




Rhetoric


Ideology



Self-expression


Influence



Social Function of Art


Intentionality



Structuralism and/or Organic Form


Interpretation

Texts:


Plato


Selections from The Republic (Books II, III, X, especially)


Aristotle

Poetics

Horace


“Art of Poetry”


Boccaccio

Selections from Life of Dante and Geneology of the Gentile 





Gods


Sidney, Sir Philip
An Apology for Poetry

Dryden, John

“An Essay of Dramatic Poesy”


Johnson, Samuel
“Preface to Shakespeare,” selections from Lives of the 




Poets (especially, Lives of Cowley, Pope, Gray)


Coleridge, S. T.
Biographia Literaria

Shelley, Percy Bysshe
“A Defence of Poetry”


Arnold, Matthew
“Preface to Poems,” “The Function of Criticism at the 






Present Time”


Eliot, T. S.

“Tradition and the Individual Talent,” “The Metaphysical 






Poets”


Woolf, Virginia
A Room of One’s Own

Frye, Northrop

Anatomy of Criticism


Booth, Wayne C.
The Rhetoric of Fiction

Bakhtin, Makhail
The Dialogic Imagination

Cixous, Helene
“The Laugh of the Medusa”


Eagleton, Terry
Marxism and Literary Criticism

Foucault, Michael
“Discourse on Language”


Gates, Henry Louis
The Signifying Monkey

Greenblatt, Stephen
Renaissance Self-Fashioning

Kristeva, Julia

“Women’s Time”


Lacan, Jacques
“The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I as 






Revealed in Psychoanalytic Experience”


Said, Edward

Orientalism
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