Old & Middle English Literature Ph.D. Exam
Students are encouraged to consult with Professors Hollings, Sherman, and Connelly early in their doctoral studies about primary and secondary texts and how to prepare for the Old and Middle English examination. To begin with, students are encouraged to read the Old and Middle English material in the Northon Anthology of English Literature, volume 1, and in Baugh’s Literary History of England, volume 1. One way to begin preparing for these examinations is to read the most current editions of the major anthologies of Old and Middle English Literature (listed below).

Bright, Old English Grammar and Reader
Burrow and Turville-Petre, A Book of Middle English
Dunn and Byrnes, Middle English Literature
Garbaty, Middle English Literature
Gray, Oxford Book of Late Medieval Verse and Prose
Haskell, Middle English Anthology
Mitchell and Robinson, A Guide to Old English
Norton Anthology of Middle English Lyrics
Sisam, Fourteenth-Century Verse and Prose
Sweet, Anglo-Saxon Reader
Trapp, Medieval English Literature. 

OLD ENGLISH

Primary Texts: To be read in Old English, except for Latin works, which may be read in a modern translation.

Asser, Life of Alfred (in translation)

The Battle of Brunanburh

The Battle of Maldon

Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People (in translation)

Beowulf

“Cynewulf and Cyneheard” (in Bright)

“Deor”

“The Dream of the Rood”

“The Husband’s Message”

Judith

Riddles 26, 44, and 47

“The Seafarer”

“The Wanderer”

“Widsith”

“The Wife’s Lament”

“Wulf and Eadwacer”

Wulfstan, Sermo Lupi ad Anglos
Other commonly anthologized selections of poetry and prose (see in particular Bright, and Mitchell and Robinson)

Continental Works: To be read in translation.

The Nibelungenlied
Njal’s Saga
The Poetic Edda (aka The Eldar Edda)

Secondary Texts:

Baugh and Cable, A History of the English Language (sections on Old and Middle English)

Bessinger and Kahrl, Essential Articles for the Study of Old English Poetry
Bessinger and Yeager, Approaches to Teaching Beowulf (in the MLA Approaches to Teaching 


series)

The Cambridge Companion to Old English Literature

Davidson, The Gods and Myths of Northern Europe
Fulk, Interpretations of Beowulf

Greenfield and Calder, A New Critical History of Old English Literature
Mitchell, An Introduction to Old English & Anglo-Saxon England

Nicholson, Anthology of Beowulf Criticism
Pyles and Algeo, The Origins and Development of the English Language (sections on Old and Middle English)

Whitelock, Beginnings of English Society
Wrenn, A Study of Old English Literature
MIDDLE ENGLISH

Primary Texts: To be read in Middle English, except for Latin or Anglo-Latin works, which may be read in a modern translation.

The Alliterative Morte Arthure

The Ancrene Riwle

Ballads and Lyrics:


Judas


The Marriage of Sir Gawain


Sir Patrick Spens


Lord Randal


The Three Ravens, the Twa Corbies


Edward


Hind Horn


Maiden in the Moor Lay


Lenten Is Come with Love to Town


Alysoun


The Man in the Moon


Sumer Is Icumen In


Sing, Cuckoo


Foweles in the Frith


I Sing of a Maiden


Jolly Jankyn


The Fox and the Goose

Barbour, The Bruce (selections)

Biket, Lay of the Horn
The Castle of Perseverance

Chaucer, Parliament of Fowls, Troilus and Criseyde, and The Canterbury Tales
Chestre/Chester, Sir Launfal
Dame Sirith

The Debate of the Body and the Soul

Everyman

Geoffrey of Monmouth, The History of the Kings of Britain (selections)

Havelock the Dane

Henryson, Testament of Cresseid
Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love (selections)

Kempe The Book of Margery Kempe (selections)

King Horn

Langland, Piers Plowman (selections)

Layamon, Brut (selections)

The Mabinogion

Malory, Le Morte Darthur (selections)

Manning, Handlying Synne

The Owl and the Nightengale

The Paston Letters (selections)

The Pearl

The Second Shepherd’s Play

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Sir Orfeo

The Wedding of Sir Gawain and Dame Ragnell

Continental Works: To be read in translation.

Boccaccio, The Decameron
Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy
Dante, The Divine Comedy
Marie de France, Lais (selections)

Lorris and de Meun, The Romance of the Rose
The Song of Roland

Virgil, The Aeneid
Secondary Texts: Although students are encouraged to read as many of the following works as possible, they are required to read only 10 of them.

Ashe and Lacy, The Arthurian Handbook

Barron, English Medieval Romance
Benson, Art and Tradition in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, King Arthur’s Death, and Malory’s Morte D’Arthur
Burrow, Medieval Writers and Their Work: Middle English Literature and Its Background, 1100-1500
Chambers, The Mediaeval Stage
Cooper, The Oxford Guide to the Canterbury Tales

Dinshaw, Chaucer’s Sexual Poetics
Elbow, Oppositions in Chaucer
Evans and Johnson, Feminist Readings in Medieval Literature: The Wife of Bath and All Her Sect
Fisher and Halley, Seeking the Woman in Late Medieval and Renaissance Writings: Essays in Feminist Contextual Criticism
Ford, The Pelican Guide to English Literature: The Age of Chaucer
Hansen, Chaucer and the Fictions of Gender
Howard, The Three Temptations: Medieval Man in Search of the World
Howard, Chaucer: His Life, His World, His Works
Huizinga, The Waning of the Middle Ages
Johnson, The Voice of the Gawain-poet

Kane, Middle English Literature
Kahrl, Traditions of Medieval English Drama
Lewis, The Allegory of Love and The Discarded Image
Loomis, The Development of Arthurian Romance and Arthurian Literature in the Middle Ages
Lumiansky, Malory’s Originality
Margherita, The Romance of Origins: Language and Sexual Difference in Medieval Literature
Meale, Women and Literature in Britain, 1150-1500
Muscatine, Chaucer and the French Tradition
Oxford History of English Literature, Volumes 1-3 (Middle English Literature, 1100-1400; Chaucer and Fifteenth-Century Verse and Prose; and Malory and Fifteenth-Century Drama, Lyrics, and Ballads)

Patch, The Goddess Fortuna in Medieval Literature
Reiss, The Art of the Middle English Lyric
Robertson, A Preface to Chaucer
Stephens, Medieval Romance: Themes and Approaches
Vasta, Middle English Survey
Vinaver, The Rise of Romance
Windeatt, The Oxford Guide to Troilus and Criseyde

Major journals for Old and Middle English studies include Anglia, Archiv fur das Studium der Neueren Sprachen und Literaturen (Archiv), Anglo-Saxon England (ASE), English Literary History (ELH), English Studies (ES), Exemplaria, Journal of English and Germanic Philology (JEGP), The Library, Medievalia et Humanistica (M&H), Medium Ævum, Modern Philology (MP), Neophilologus (Neo), Neuphilologische Mitteilungen (NM), Old English Newsletter (OEN), Philological Quarterly (PQ), Proceedings of the British Academy (PBA), Review of English Studies (RES), Studies in the Age of Chaucer (SAC), Studies in Philology (SP), Speculum, Times Literary Supplement (TLS).

