Using Spybot Search & Destroy version 1.3

Spybot Search & Destroy is a program that will find and uninstall adware and spyware from your computer. It also protects your computer from having adware or spyware installed in the future. Spyware and adware are those annoying pop-up advertisements that continually invade your screen that seem to come out of nowhere.

As a good practice, you should run Search & Destroy every couple of months.

Once you have installed the program, you should have an icon on your desktop. Double-click on the Search & Destroy icon.
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The initial screen will give you a few options. You should first make sure you have all of the updates for the program. To do this, you can either click on the “Search for updates” button or click on the Update icon to the left of the screen.
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At the top of the screen, you will notice the “Search for Updates” button. If any updates are found, the will be listed on the main screen. You can then select “Download Updates” at the top of the screen. If no newer updates are available, the screen will look like the one below.
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Now that the computer is updated, you are ready to immunize your system. To do so, click the Immunize button on the left side of the screen.

The program will let you know if your system is immunized. If not, you should click on the Immunize button at the top of the screen.
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You are now ready to scan your system. Click on the “Search & Destroy” icon on the left of the screen. At the top of the screen, click on the “Check for problems” button. This will scan your computer for spyware and adware similar to how antivirus software scans for viruses. The process usually takes a few minutes.
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As spyware and adware is found, it will show up on the main part of the screen. Don’t be alarmed if a lot of items are found. It is not uncommon to have hundreds of items found the first time you scan your computer.

When the scan is done, click on the “Fix selected problems” button at the top of the screen.
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You should either get a window that confirms the problems were fixed or that the program needs to run the next time you start your computer. Whichever is the case, select Yes or OK.

Your computer is now free of known adware and spyware!

