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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Briefly highlight the history of CDR from the National Center handout.�
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““Tennessee is part of a national Tennessee is part of a national 
movement to identify movement to identify whywhy 
children are dying and what children are dying and what 
preventativepreventative measures can be measures can be 
taken.taken.””

-- Tennessee Department of HealthTennessee Department of Health

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Briefly highlight the history of CDR from the National Center handout.�
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TeamTeam

Reviews reports from local teamsReviews reports from local teams
Analyzes dataAnalyzes data

IncidencesIncidences
Causes of deathCauses of death

Makes recommendations to the Makes recommendations to the 
Governor and General AssemblyGovernor and General Assembly

promote the safety and well being of promote the safety and well being of 
childrenchildren
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Act of 1995Act of 1995

Established statewide network Established statewide network 
of CFRTsof CFRTs
CFRTs established in TNCFRTs established in TN’’s 31 s 31 
judicial districtsjudicial districts
Review all deaths of children 17 Review all deaths of children 17 
years or youngeryears or younger

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Refer to copy of law for detailed info on state team members and state duties�



Supervisor of Supervisor of 
social services in social services in 
the dept of the dept of 
childrenchildren’’s servicess services
Regional health Regional health 
officer in the dept officer in the dept 
of healthof health
Medical examinerMedical examiner
Prosecuting Prosecuting 
attorneyattorney
Employee of local Employee of local 
education agencyeducation agency

Local law Local law 
enforcement enforcement 
officerofficer
Firefighter or EMS Firefighter or EMS 
providerprovider
Mental health Mental health 
professionalprofessional
Pediatrician or Pediatrician or 
family practice family practice 
physicianphysician
Juvenile court repJuvenile court rep

WhoWho’’s required to be on the CFRT?s required to be on the CFRT?
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Review all deaths of children 17 years Review all deaths of children 17 years 
or youngeror younger
Collect data Collect data 
Submit data quarterlySubmit data quarterly
Submit recommendations annuallySubmit recommendations annually

Advocate for system improvements Advocate for system improvements 
and resourcesand resources

Participate in training provided by state Participate in training provided by state 
teamteam
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Take a look at the formTake a look at the form……
LetLet’’s take a closer look a s take a closer look a 
couple of sections:couple of sections:

Incident InformationIncident Information
Investigation InformationInvestigation Information

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Show the form used and highlight the important aspects of the form.�
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Official Manner and Primary Cause Official Manner and Primary Cause 
of Deathof Death

Suffocation and StrangulationSuffocation and Strangulation
Medical ConditionMedical Condition

Other circumstances of incidentOther circumstances of incident
Prevention Initiatives Resulting Prevention Initiatives Resulting 
from the Reviewfrom the Review

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Show the form used and highlight the important aspects of the form.�
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Share, question and clarify all case Share, question and clarify all case 
informationinformation
Discuss the investigationDiscuss the investigation
Discuss the delivery of servicesDiscuss the delivery of services
Identify risk factorsIdentify risk factors
Recommend system improvementsRecommend system improvements
Identify and take action to implement Identify and take action to implement 
prevention recommendationsprevention recommendations

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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EnforcementEnforcement

Provide the team with Provide the team with 
information on:information on:

Case status and investigation of Case status and investigation of 
the death scenethe death scene
Criminal histories of family Criminal histories of family 
members and suspectsmembers and suspects

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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EnforcementEnforcement

Provide the team with expertise Provide the team with expertise 
on law enforcement practices on law enforcement practices 
such as:such as:

Death scene investigation, Death scene investigation, 
interviews and interrogations of interviews and interrogations of 
witnesses and otherswitnesses and others
Evidence collectionEvidence collection

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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EnforcementEnforcement

Support the team with assistance, Support the team with assistance, 
particularly by acting as a liaison to other particularly by acting as a liaison to other 
law enforcement agencies by:law enforcement agencies by:

Persuading officers from other agencies Persuading officers from other agencies 
and/or jurisdictions to participate on the CDR and/or jurisdictions to participate on the CDR 
team when there is a death in that jurisdiction.team when there is a death in that jurisdiction.
Providing access to and information from Providing access to and information from 
other law enforcement agencies other law enforcement agencies 
Providing assistance to member agencies in Providing assistance to member agencies in 
working with area law enforcementworking with area law enforcement

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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EnforcementEnforcement

Help build bridges by:Help build bridges by:
Learning about the policies and practices Learning about the policies and practices 
of other agencies through team of other agencies through team 
participation. participation. 
Acting as liaison between the CDR team Acting as liaison between the CDR team 
and the jurisdictionand the jurisdiction’’s other law s other law 
enforcement agencies. enforcement agencies. 
Explaining to the team how to improve Explaining to the team how to improve 
coordination with law enforcement coordination with law enforcement 
agencies. agencies. 

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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Provide the team with information Provide the team with information 
on:on:

EMS run reports EMS run reports 
Details on the scene, including the Details on the scene, including the 
persons at the scene persons at the scene 
Medical information related to the Medical information related to the 
emergency procedures performedemergency procedures performed

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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Provide the team with expertise by:Provide the team with expertise by:
Giving detailed explanations of EMS Giving detailed explanations of EMS 
procedures and protocolsprocedures and protocols
Sharing general knowledge based on Sharing general knowledge based on 
EMS training and experience EMS training and experience 
Helping the team understand and/or Helping the team understand and/or 
participate in critical stress debriefingsparticipate in critical stress debriefings

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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Support the team by:Support the team by:
Understanding EMS procedures and Understanding EMS procedures and 
protocols protocols 
Addressing issues regarding scene Addressing issues regarding scene 
preservation practices preservation practices 

Selected Team Member Roles:  EMSSelected Team Member Roles:  EMS

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review
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Help build bridges by:Help build bridges by:
Learning about scene preservation Learning about scene preservation 
practices essential to investigation and practices essential to investigation and 
prosecutionprosecution
Acting as liaison between the team and Acting as liaison between the team and 
the jurisdictionthe jurisdiction’’s EMS communitys EMS community
Working with law enforcement and Working with law enforcement and 
district attorneys to resolve issues district attorneys to resolve issues 
related to scene investigationrelated to scene investigation

Selected Team Member Roles:  EMSSelected Team Member Roles:  EMS

Source: National MCH Center for Child Death ReviewSource: National MCH Center for Child Death Review



Click to edit Master title styleClick to edit Master title styleThe BIG Picture:  CFR DataThe BIG Picture:  CFR Data

Yearly report to the CFRTYearly report to the CFRT
Includes all CFs from the Includes all CFs from the 
previous yearprevious year
Identify trendsIdentify trends
Spatial component?Spatial component?
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CFR Report DataCFR Report Data



Click to edit Master title styleClick to edit Master title styleThank YouThank You

Questions?Questions?
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Sarah Stuart Sarah Stuart ChewningChewning, MPH, MPH
sarahc@hamiltontn.govsarahc@hamiltontn.gov
423423--209209--80678067

mailto:sarahc@hamiltontn.gov
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