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The Muddiest Point
     The “Muddiest Point” is a teaching assessment technique developed by Dr. Frederick Mosteller, a Harvard University professor of statistics, in 1989. It is a simple classroom assessment tool that requires little preparation time for the instructor and only a few minutes of time for the students. The muddiest point is used to assess what students are having trouble understanding during a class. It provides the instructor with feedback on items that are confusing and it can be used at different intervals.

The instructor can use the muddiest point technique when covering complex or confusing information, before starting on a new subject, or at the end of a class. The technique basically consists of the instructor asking the students to write down or post on a class discussion board what they have had trouble understanding during the class – “What is the muddiest point in this session?”. If asking the question during the class, the instructor can gather the papers and discuss some of the items mentioned. Verbal answers can also be used instead of paper to facilitate discussions on the muddiest points. If the muddiest point technique is used at the end of a class, papers can be taken up, reviewed, sorted by subject, and discussed at the beginning of the next class.  If an electronic form is used, students can be encouraged to respond outside of class to classmates, clarifying points they understood.
By using the muddiest point technique, the instructor helps the students to:

· develop the ability to evaluate and integrate ideas and information;
· improve classroom skills, such as attention and listening skills;  
· learn details, terms or concepts, and theories from the lesson; and
· promote active participation with class content.
MTSU professor of mathematical sciences, Mary Martin uses the muddiest point technique in her classes and stated that the exercise provides “an immediate response to confusing questions and allows a quick correction and students soon learn to take the process seriously. The whole process increases the trust between instructor and student; the instructor demonstrates concern for the student’s learning when implementing the technique and simultaneously receives information about the students’ on-going attention to the course.”
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