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     There is one question that all teachers should answer every class – even if a student does not ask it.  That question is, “Why is this topic important?” Telling students why a topic is important provides relevance.  It helps students see why they need to learn the material.  It helps students see why they should care about learning the material, and it helps them see how they will be able to use particular material or skills later in life.  

     Perceived personal relevance leads to greater involvement and interest.  In marketing, we have a saying, “Marketers do not sell ¼ inch drill bits, the sell ¼ inch holes.”  This means that marketers do not sell products.  Rather, they sell the benefits and the personal goals associated with product use.  Further, advertising shows consumers the connections between products and their benefits (i.e., the reasons for purchasing a product).  In a similar way, teachers can increase student involvement and interest (leading to greater learning) by showing students how the specific material in a lecture, general course topic, or even the entire course will help students achieve a desired benefit – be it a career goal, monetary goal, personal goal, or any other goal.  Further, teachers should clearly identify the reasons for learning course topics before presenting the material.  Students learn material more effectively and efficiently when they know why they are learning it and why they should be interested in it.  

     Teachers must not only identify for students the reasons for learning a topic, but they must also clearly create linkages and connections between material and the reasons for learning the material.  Even if it takes ten minutes at the beginning of each class session, it is worth it to give students “YB4What.”  In fact, I often tell my students that every class they should ask me and their other professors, “Why are we doing this?  Why are we taking time in class to go over this material?  Moreover, what will I be able to do after learning this?”  

     Are students being arrogant, presumptuous, or disrespectful when they ask such questions?  Absolutely not!  They are merely asking the questions that teachers should answer every class.  Effective teaching means more than merely presenting material.  It means helping students see the connections between course material and the reasons for learning it.  
