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· Should I go to graduate school? 

To answer this, you should think about your plans, your strengths and weaknesses, and your current experience. A good indicator of whether to go to graduate school is your current experience: If you are really enjoying college, have a keen interest in certain courses, and are doing well academically, then graduate school may be right for you. Graduate school is more of the same, but better. Also, think about your career objectives. What do you want to do? What are you interested in?  Today, “A master’s degree is required for most professional jobs in international affairs” (International Jobs, 2000: 21). 

· Determine your strengths, interests and needs

· Consider the size, location and culture of the program.

· What employment and internship opportunities are available?

· How competitive are you as a candidate?

· What is your commitment to the field?

· Should I take a break before graduate school? 
This really depends on you and what you do during the break. A break usually means finding some sort of employment. This can be helpful to the degree that the employment enhances your skills for graduate school and/or is in a related field and thus provides experiences useful for graduate school. Many graduate schools like students to gain some real-life experiences either through employment or internships before going to graduate school. “It is strongly suggested that you get practical training in the form of internships, and preferably full-time work experience, before you apply to graduate school” (International Jobs, 2000: 21). This is particularly true in the professional fields. Of course, if this means working at Starbucks for two years before graduate school, it may not help much. 
· How do I know if I am competitive? There are two key decisions graduate schools make about your application: 
1. To admit you; and 

2. To support you through an assistantship or a fellowship. 

It is easier to surmount the first one than the second, though the second one may be more critical. 

For both decisions, graduate schools will look at: 

a) GPA in undergraduate school with special emphasis on your grades in your major and during your last two years. It depends on the program and the degree of competition, but normally a 3.0 should get you considered; 

b) the GRE. This is like the ACT but for graduate school. Schools look at the overall score. The importance of quantitative skills for the program may influence the importance they place on that portion of the GRE; 

c) in many cases, a writing sample. This might be an original essay or an actual academic paper that you have done in a class; and 

d) letters of references. These should come from professors who have knowledge of your work and skills.
· What should I do as an undergraduate to enhance my prospects of being accepted? 

Besides doing well at MTSU, you can do anything that can help your application standout from the rest. This might include doing an internship (thereby gaining practical experience), performing public service or a community activity (to show your commitment and interest in the area), studying abroad (foreign experience), and/or obtaining an undergraduate research grant and/or publishing an article in an undergraduate journal. For more information on this latter topic, go to: 

· Undergraduate Research Experience and Creative Activity (URECA)
https://elearn.mtsu.edu/d2l/lms/content/preview.d2l?tId=16690770&ou=1748975
· Undergraduate Research and Creative Journals
https://elearn.mtsu.edu/d2l/lms/content/preview.d2l?tId=16690772&ou=1748975
· For Students: Get Published
https://elearn.mtsu.edu/d2l/lms/content/preview.d2l?tId=16690771&ou=1748975


· What is graduate school? How does it differ from undergraduate? 
Graduate school is like undergraduate school in that you take classes, read, and do papers and presentations. But it is much more rigorous and serious. You usually take fewer classes per semester. There are a number of different types of programs that are available for Political Science/International Relations majors. These programs are often quite flexible. 

Professional versus Academic Programs. Both PROFESSIONAL and ACADEMIC programs are available. Professional programs usually offer terminal Masters degrees that focus more on practical training. Academic programs focus more on the discipline and research. Selection depends on your career objectives. 
Discipline-based versus Interdisciplinary Programs. In addition to the programs in the traditional disciplines (Foreign Language, History, Philosophy, Political Science), there are a wide array of interdisciplinary programs, particularly among the Professional programs. Selection depends on your career objectives. If you wish to work in academic, a traditional discipline may be best. 

Options/Flexibility. There is usually a good bit of flexibility to graduate programs. Many programs, for example, offer a range of tracks or concentrations so that you can tailor the program to fit your needs. Even at the Ph.D. level, students may have options to include outside areas in their program of study. You should seek a program that fits your needs, rather than fitting your needs to particular programs. 
· How much does it cost? 
Though it varies by areas and institutions, most graduate students receive some sort of financial assistance. This usually comes in the form of a teaching or research assistantship, which normally include a stipend and tuition waiver. Because of this, applying for graduate school is more about applying for the assistantship/fellowship money rather than simply admittance into the program. Ask schools what proportion of their graduate students receive support. This information may be available on their web site. In certain areas, like business and law, there are fewer opportunities for assistantships. The costs can be considerable, but the earning potential is greatly enhanced with a Masters degree. 

Academic versus Professional Tracks
	
	Academic Track

	Professional Track

	Employment areas
	· Teaching / research at college or university (primary area)

· Research in non-academic setting (think tanks, government)


	· Outside of academics  

· NGOs, government agencies, work in the field 

	Focus of program
	Strong research and theoretical orientation
 
	Practical orientation, including internships, study abroad  

	Degrees 
	MA (MS) and PhD 

· PhD required to teach at the university level 

· MA (MS) required to teach at the Community College level

	· mainly Masters level (few PhD programs)

· many Graduate certificate programs

	Degree programs
	Traditional academic disciplines 

(e.g. Political Science)  


	Wide variety of specialized programs. Such as:

· Area Studies 

· Justice Administration 

· International Affairs 

· Nonprofit Management

· Public Administration 



	Prospects for Funding through Assistantships /
Fellowships 
	High 
	Medium 


· Interested in a career in academia? 
If you are interested in a career in academia, a Ph.D. is normally required and the degree should probably be within a traditional discipline since they still tend to do most of the hiring. 





Examples
· Political Science – MA/PhD Programs –hundreds of programs across the country in public and private institutions, including most flagship institutions
· Regional 

· University of Tennessee
· University of Alabama

· University of Florida

· Florida State University 

· University of Georgia 

· Georgia State University

· University of Kentucky
· University of Mississippi

· University of Southern Mississippi

· More specialized/professional areas:

Public Administration (MPAs and Ph.D.) -- over 400 MPA programs nationwide – in Tennessee programs at ETSU, UTK, UTC, TSU, Memphis, and Cumberland – some Ph.D. programs such as in TSU
Public Policy 

· Brandeis University – Social Policy (MA/PhD)

· Columbia University – Environmental Science and Policy (MA)

· Duke University (MA/PhD)

· Duquesne University – Policy Analysis and Administration (MA)

· George Mason University (MA/PhD)

· Monterey Institute – International Policy Studies (MA)

· Ohio State University – Public Affairs (MA/PhD)

International Affairs/Relations 

· Coexistence and Conflict (MA) -- Brandeis University 

· Ethics, Peace, and Global Affairs  (MA) --  American University School of International Service  

· Foreign Service (MA/PhD) -- Georgetown 

· Global Affairs (MA) -- New York University 

· Global Leadership (MS) -- Duquesne University (PA)  

· Humanitarian Assistance (MA) -- Tufts University 

· International Administration (MA/PhD) -- University of Denver

· International Administration (MA) -- University of Miami 

· International Affairs (MA) -- Texas A&M  

· International Affairs (MA) -- Georgia Tech 

· International Affairs/Public Health with a concentration in International Health (MA) –George Washington University 

· International Commerce and Policy (MA) – George Mason 

· International Communication (MA) -- American University School of International Service –

· International Development (MA/PhD) -- University of Denver
· International Development (MS) – University of Southern Mississippi
· International Environmental Policy (MA) -- Monterrey Institute of International Studies

· International Human Rights (MA/PhD) -- University of Denver

· International Management (MA) – George Mason 

· International Relations and Environmental Policy (MA) -- Boston University 

· International Relations and Pacific Studies (MA) – University of California, San Diego   

· International Studies (MA/PhD) -- University of Denver

· International Security (MA/PhD) -- University of Denver

· Strategic Intelligence Studies (MA) -- Institute of Politics (DC) 

Area/Ethnic/ Regional Studies – Interdisciplinary 

· African Studies (MA) -- Examples: Ohio State University, University of Albany, New York University,  Clark University 

· African-American Studies (MA) --Examples: Columbia University, Ohio State University, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Emory University

· Asian Studies (191 Masters programs) (see http://www.aasianst.org/programs/main.htm) 

Examples: 


-- Asian Language and Civilization (MA) – ASU


-- Asian Studies (MA/PhD) – University of Texas at Austin



-- East Asian Studies (MA) – Duke University

· Canadian Studies (MA) -- University of Washington (only one?) 

· European Studies (MA) -- Examples: 


– European Studies – University of Wisconsin, Madison


-- West European Studies – Indiana University


-- Russian and East European Studies -- University of Michigan


-- Slavic and East European Studies – Ohio State University


-- Central and East European Studies – University of La Salle


-- Russian and East European Studies – Florida State University


-- European and Mediterranean Studies – New York University  


-- Transatlantic Masters Program – University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

· Latin American Studies (about 35 programs/ many more schools offer certificate programs) 


Examples: University of Miami, University of South Florida, University of Florida, Ohio University, Vanderbilt University, Tulane, University of Arizona, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

Other areas:

Community Development (MA) – Vanderbilt

Nonprofit Management (MA) – The New School (NY)

Nonprofit Organization (MA) – Oakland University 

Justice Administration (MS) – University of Louisville

Graduate certificates in all sorts of areas.

· Joint Law Degree Programs – many schools offer joint degree programs in regional studies or international affairs and Law. For example: University of Florida offers an MA in Latin American Studies and Law Degree. This is a 4 year program as opposed to 5 if you were to do the two programs separately. 



Examples of Academic and Professional programs
	
	MA/PhD in Political Science (UTK)
	Master of Science in International Policy Management (Kennesaw State University) 
	MA in Latin American Studies (University of Florida)

	Program Requirements 
	MA 


· 30 hours, plus thesis or 36 hours plus written comprehensive exam
· 2 areas of concentration: Primary and Secondary (Traditional and Normative Theory, Empirical Theory and Research Methodology, American Government and Politics, Public Administration, Comparative Government and Politics, and International Relations – can substitute outside field for minor area) 

· 2 research related courses 

· no language required

PhD 

· 72 hours beyond the BA – at least 24 hours beyond the master’s
· 24 hours of dissertation  
· written comprehensive examination in one broad field of political science (American Government and Politics; public administration; comparative government and politics; or international relations), one cross-field concentration (in methodology, public policy, or political economy), and final oral examination on the dissertation.
· Research or foreign language competency 

	36 hours, including: 
· World Politics and Governance, Comparative Politics, International Conflict Management, Development: Policy and Practice, Strategic Negotiation and Decision-Making, International Political Economy, Global Trade: Policy and Practice, Political Risk Management, Comparative Regulatory 

· Capstone: Practicum or Thesis

· Global Experience (summer)


	· 30 hours plus thesis with 15 hours in disciplinary or thematic specialization 

· Specializations include: Andean studies, Brazilian studies, Caribbean studies, development studies, gender studies, international communication, business environment, Latino studies, religion and society, tropical conservation and development 

· Language proficiency in Spanish, Portuguese, or Haitian Creole

	Admission Requirements 
	· 3.0 overall GPA in all undergraduate work; 

· 3.2 GPA in all Political Science courses during the last two years of undergraduate study; 

· 1100 combined on the verbal and quantitative sections of the GRE  

	· 2.75 minimum GPA
· Minimum GRE combined score of 900 and 3.5 on analytical section
	· Minimum 3.0 GPA in all upper division courses 
· Minimal proficiency in Spanish, Portuguese or Haitian Creole. 



	Other 
	· avg. years to completion 4.7 

· median tuition remission 83% 

· 65% of students held TA or RA 

· From 2001-2005, awarded  24 MA’s and 19 Ph.D’s. 
	· program takes 16-18 months to complete
· requires Study Abroad 

·  several Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) stipends available for qualified students
	



This is a program set up among southern states that allows students to attend graduate programs not available in their own state and pay only the in-state tuition. Though tuition should not be a primary concern because of financial aid and assistantship programs, this may be an option. Among the PS/IR related graduate programs available for Tennessee residents (2009) are:

· Administration of Justice (PhD) – University of Southern Mississippi

· American Studies (MA) – College of William and Mary

     (MA) – University of Alabama

· City Planning (MA) – Georgia Tech

· Conflict Analysis and Resolution (PhD) – George Mason University

· Diplomacy and International Commerce (MA) – University of Kentucky

· Emergency Management (MPA) – UNC at Charlotte

· International Affairs (MA) – Florida State University

· International Commerce and Policy (MA) – George Mason University

· International Development (PhD) – University of Southern Mississippi

· International Studies (MA) – University of South Carolina

· Public Policy (MA) – George Mason University

· for more information on this program visit: 

http://www.sreb.org/page/1304/academic_common_market.html



Books/ Publications



 


Web Sites
Finding graduate programs: 

· Graduate Programs  http://www.gradschools.com/ 
· APSA (American Political Science Association) Graduate Student Connection http://www.apsanet.org/content_6911.cfm?navID=799
· MA/PhD  programs in Political Science  

http://graduate-school.phds.org/find/programs/political-science
· Institute for Theory and Practice of International Relations http://irtheoryandpractice.wm.edu/projects/trip
· Association of Professional Schools of  International Affairs  http://www.apsia.org/
· Grants in Graduate Studies. http://www.nyu.edu/pages/gsas/GIGS/gsas/
Data and Tips/Advice 

· Chronicle of Higher Education http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5
· Advice for Undergraduates Considering Graduate School http://polaris.gseis.ucla.edu/pagre/grad-school.pdf
· How to Be a Good Graduate Student http://www.cs.indiana.edu/HTMLit/how.2b/how.2b.html
· Information on graduate schools, rankings of schools, jobs and careers, being a graduate student, etc.  

http://www.phds.org/graduate-school
Suggested Time Table for Graduate School

	Fall Semester – Junior Year


	Spring Sem.  – Junior Year
	Summer Sem. – Junior Year

	· take GRE training workshop

· discuss options with faculty 
· assess your career goals and skills
	· take the GRE

· gather graduate school material

· use this time to prepare for another GRE, if necessary

· search for information on graduate programs. Familiarize yourself with the programs.

· continue to discuss your options with faculty

· enhance career skills
	· retake GRE if necessary

· enhance career skills

	Fall Semester – Senior Year


	Spring Sem.  – Senior Year
	Summer Sem. – Senior Year

	· apply to graduate schools

· ask faculty to write letters of recommendation

· enhance career skills
	· graduate schools make decisions in March/April

· decide on your options

· enhance career skills
	· get information on reading lists to begin work on area

· register for courses 

· get settled into new location

	Fall Semester 


	
	

	Begin graduate program 


	
	


A Ph.D. program “is training in research. It is for people who love research, scholarship, and teaching for their own sake and for the difference they can sometimes make in the world. It is not for people who simply want more undergraduate courses. It is not for people who are in a hurry to get a real job. The eventual goal of many doctoral students is to get a job as a college professor, or perhaps in industrial or government research.





Phil Agre, “Advice for Undergraduates Considering Graduate School.” http://polaris.gseis.ucla.edu/pagre/grad-school.pdf
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