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What does suffrage mean? 
Suffrage is the right to vote in elections. Suffrage in the United States was not always 
available to everyone, and there are still issues going on currently regarding the right 
and access to vote. The Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 is widely stated as being the 
beginning of women trying to gain suffrage, but there is evidence as far back as the 
1790s of women beginning the fight to gain the right to vote. It was not until the passing 
of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920 that women gained the right to vote, and it was a 
long and hard fought battle to get the amendment passed.  

Why does women’s suffrage research matter? 
Women’s suffrage is important because for a large part of American history, women did 
not have the ability to vote in any elections. The argument made was that women were 
unfit for politics, or that they would become corrupted by participating in it. The battle to 
get the amendment passed was long and hard, and many suffragists were victims of 
violence because of their support for the amendment. Without the amendment being 
passed, women would still be unable to vote and equally participate in American 
democracy. 

 
What can this women’s suffrage research guide do for me? 

This guide will provide a few ways and resources to help you understand the ways that 
suffrage can frame your historical research. The types of primary and secondary 
sources included in this guide are sheet music, song broadsides, photographs, sound 
recordings, and secondary source books. 
 
Additional research material is included at the end of this research guide and includes: 
outside databases, online repositories, and online exhibits with information about 
women’s suffrage in the United States to help broaden your understanding and 
research. 



 
“How do I search for these primary source materials?” 

 
Online Searching: 
 
Most of these primary source materials are searchable online through the Center’s 
website. Sound recordings can be searched in the Center’s Reading Room through the 
in-house database. 
 
To search for these materials online, visit the CPM's website. The catalog will search 
for materials in the following collection categories: Manuscript Collections, Rare 
Books, and Scores; Song Broadsides; Posters, Playbills, and Programs; Trade 
Catalogs; Photographs; and Periodicals: Secondary Collection.  
 
To search the materials in the Center’s archive, click on “Archive Collection Search”. 
 
 

 
 
You can search for specific titles, songs, or artists in Basic Search or Advanced 
Search. You can examine secondary source materials before searching for primary 
sources if you do not have any specific names in mind. Terms such as “Women Voting” 
and “Suffragists” have not been used in the cataloging process, so they will not yield 
significant results. Searching using terms such as “suffrage” will yield lists of items that 
may or may not correlate to the topic. 
 
To limit your search to a particular field or type of material, click on the Advanced 
Search link. You can limit your search by title, dates, song lyrics, song titles, 
collections, creators, authors, performers, and many other different specifications.  
 

https://www.mtsu.edu/popmusic/index.php
https://7060.sydneyplus.com/public/final/Portal/CPM.aspx?lang=en-US
https://7060.sydneyplus.com/public/final/Portal/CPM.aspx?lang=en-US


 
 
At the Center (in-house searching only):  

To search for Sound Recordings, please visit the Center and use our in-house database 
or email Rachel Morris Rachel.Morris@mtsu.edu or Martin Fisher 
Martin.Fisher@mtsu.edu.  
 
Some photographic and manuscript materials also require staff assistance to locate. 
Please contact Rachel Morris with questions. 

 

“What secondary source materials do you have?” 
To search for Secondary Source Materials available in the Center’s Reading Room– go 
to MTSU’s Walker Library catalog and use search terms like “Women’s Suffrage,” 
“Suffrage,” “Suffrage Songs,” “Women’s Rights,” and “Voting Rights”.  
 
If you are only interested in materials held at the CPM, click on “Catalog Advanced 
Search” at the bottom of the Search box.  

 

 
 

mailto:Rachel.Morris@mtsu.edu
mailto:Martin.Fisher@mtsu.edu
http://library.mtsu.edu/


Then select “Center for Popular Music (Mass Comm.)” under the “Collection” menu.  
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