

Dr. Ida Fadzillah Leggett
[image: image1.jpg]



Ida Fadzillah Leggett (PhD, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2003) is a cultural anthropologist who specializes in gender, education, health, and children’s issues.  She conducted her fieldwork from 1996-1998 in rural Northern Thailand, where she observed the lives of village girls ranging in age from twelve to eighteen.  Right now she is involved in a research project – funded by a TBR Diversity Research Grant -- examining the way immigrant families and children in Murfreesboro conceptualize and experience a healthy lifestyle.  In this research she is examining how Southern lifestyles, diverse ethnic backgrounds, gender, and educational policy come together to create an environment that is detrimental to children’s health.  This spring she will be assessing local afterschool programs focused on engraining healthy habits in Murfreesboro school children, and this summer she will be writing an article examining the gendered narratives of health and wellness.  She also teaches a variety of courses on these subjects, including “Medical Anthropology,” “Race, Class, and Gender,” and “Cultural Images of Gender.”

Dr. Leggett is also active in diversity issues on the MTSU campus.  She is the Chair of the President’s Commission on the Status of Women’s Diversity Subcommittee, and is a long-standing member of the Women’s Studies Council.  She is also invested in encouraging original research projects among her students; something she believes leads students to excel in all aspects of their academic and professional lives.  To this end she has been a member of the Institutional Review Board, and is currently a member of the Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity (URSCA) Committee.  She is also active in mentoring Honors theses projects, McNair scholars, and URSCA scholars.
For more information on these projects or courses, please email her at ifadzill@mtsu.edu, or call 904-8275.

