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20th Annual Tennessee
Undergraduate Social Science
Symposium

Brian Bordainick

Brian Bordainick, a 2007 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Georgia, is a teacher and athletic director
at G. W. Carver High School in the 9th Ward of
New Orleans. He began his career there as
part of the national program Teach for America.
As the youngest high school athletic director in
state history, Bordainick, with few resources and
in spite of formidable odds, was able to resur-
rect Carver’s once renowned athletic program.
Still, his first year as a teacher and an athletic
director left him disheartened by the disparities . -
between his students’ high school experience ” >
and that of more affluent students just a few ' V M
miles away. Bolstered by the support of the I \ v / N
Carver community, Bordainick founded the 9th W& !
Ward Field of Dreams to support construction of a state-of-the-art football field and
track on Carver’s campus in the upper 9th Ward. In just two short years, the organiza-
tion achieved the impossible and reached its goal of raising over $1.85 million in funding
for the facility. They are slated to break ground in October 201 | on the facility that will
be open to all public schools and community members free of charge. Attendance has
increased at schools and violence has decreased in one of the most devastated neighbor-
hoods in post Katrina New Orleans. Brodainick’s belief in the transformative power of
youth athletics has shaped his career and he enjoys building community support for his
mission. For more information on the 9th Ward Field of Dreams, please visit
www.9thwardfieldofdreams.com/news.

Tuesday, November 1,201 |
James Union Building
Tennessee Room
6 p.m.

Free and Open to the Public

Current funding and sponsorship for the symposium include the College of Liberal Arts; the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology; the Honors College; the Distinguished Lecture Committee; the College of
Graduate Studies; MTAS; SEA; Sociology Club; and Student Activity Fees. For information please contact
Connie Huddleston (chudd@mtsu.edu), Coordinator for the College of Liberal Arts or 494-7914 for the
Directors of this year's program, Brian Hinote (bhinote@mtsu.edu) and Meredith Dye (mdye@mtsu.edu),

MTSU, a Tennessee Board of Regents university, is an equal opportunity, nonracially identifiable, educational
institution that does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities. AAI71-1010
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