Activity Description:

“The Big Picture: Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority in Photographs”

Each primary source photograph is one piece of a larger puzzle…
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Purpose

The purpose of this activity is to allow students to put together all the puzzle pieces (photographs) and come up with the big picture (unifying theme)—in this case, the Tennessee Valley Authority.  It is therefore imperative that you do NOT tell students about the TVA BEFORE the activity.

Or, if you do choose to talk about the TVA beforehand, the activity can be used to determine different sub-themes of the TVA, such as worker conditions, the notion of progress, etc.

Instructions
1. Print out each of the thirty photographs from the URLs provided in the index list.  You may either print the title on the back or front of the photo, or you can leave it off entirely.  However, the titles are often quite illuminating, so make sure students have some access to them.  (For example, you can have them find their pictures on the index list and read the titles from the list.)

2. Divide students into five groups of six students each, dividing them by the group numbers delineated in the index list.  OR,  you can divide students into six groups of five students each, with groups including one of each of the six sets delineated in the index list.

3. Have students ask themselves and their classmates the following questions:
· What are you looking at?

· In what time period were these photos taken? 
· What words and ideas come to mind when looking at the photos?
· What are the unifying themes and stories?
4. Use the Photographic Analysis Form as a tool to help guide your questions and record your thoughts.  
5. Let each group describe to the entire class what is going on in its particular set of photos.

Reflections
· Discuss with the whole class how their initial reactions to their individual photographs changed when they saw other photographs.  How do all these different aspects come together to describe a larger, complex picture?

· What do these photographs tell you about the Tennessee Valley Authority that you wouldn’t learn from textbooks?
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