[image: image1.png]



Engaged, Empowered, and Excited: Teaching with Primary Sources

Lesson Ideas for the Age of Jackson: 4th grade

“Musical Memory”

INSTRUCTIONS & SUGGESTIONS:
Activity:

1. Have the students take turns reading the different verses.

2. If a piano and piano player is available, have the class listen to the music as it is played, and sing along.

3. Have the students write additional verses to the song.

Lesson:

· Prompt student thinking with the following discussion questions:

· How is General Jackson described in this song?

· How is he represented in the statue on the cover?

· What impression do you get about Andrew Jackson?

· Identify specific clues in the song:

· What is the “war” to which the song refers?

· Where does the song say that Jackson’s “home” and “grave” are located?

· What is the occasion of the writing of this song in 1880?

· Ask students about their impressions of Andrew Jackson before looking at this song.  How do we remember him today?  Are these impressions similar or different from those in the song?

