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Engaged, Empowered, and Excited: Teaching with Primary Sources

Lesson Ideas for the Age of Jackson: 8th grade

“Reading between the Lines”

INSTRUCTIONS & SUGGESTIONS: 

Activity:

1. Locate the bibliographic entry for [letter]

2. Print out the transcription for the letter and pass out to students.

3. Click on each of the letter’s three pages, magnifying the page so that you can read the handwriting.

4. See if you can read the handwritten letter, using the transcription as a guideline.

5. What observations can you make about handwriting, writing implements, paper, and nineteenth-century letters in general from this letter?

Lesson:

· Discuss the content of Jackson’s letter, paraphrasing it into modern-day language.

· Pose the discussion questions:

· What does Jackson mean by “free people”?

· In what ways is his style of writing different from ours?

· Is Jackson in support of nullification or union?

· Discuss the issues Jackson mentions as the possible cause of future strife.  Is he right or wrong?
