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The Experiential Learning Scholars Program provides 
students with opportunities for hands-on experience 
in their fields of study, valuable networking with pro-
fessionals, and an opportunity to explore career paths 
through real-world activities. For more information 
about the program, view the Web site at www.mtsu.
edu/~exl, phone (615) 898–5542, or send an e-mail 
to exl@mtsu.edu.

Student Learning Outcomes
Six student learning outcomes for the program have been 
identified. Students are expected to
1.	 develop an experience-based knowledge in their disci-

plines and demonstrate the ability to apply theories and 
concepts to practical problems; 

2.	 engage in systematic reflection and demonstrate the abil-
ity to critically examine their experiences and to create 
connections between those experiences and disciplinary 
knowledge;

3.	 make contributions to their communities and learn the 
value of making those contributions (good citizenship); 
develop as individuals who understand the needs of 
others, learn cultural awareness, and appreciate the dif-
ferences in others;

4.	 develop and demonstrate managerial skills including plan-
ning, organizing, problem solving, and communicating;

5.	 develop and demonstrate leadership skills including inter-
personal skills, the ability to direct others, and teamwork; 
and

6.	 develop and demonstrate research skills that will help 
them be successful in graduate programs.

Types of Experiential Learning Courses
Experiential learning courses are designated with the EXL 
course prefix or are listed as approved for EXL credit on 
RaiderNet. Experiential Learning includes the following types 
of courses: 
1.	 Cooperative Education/Internship. Work experiences 

with businesses or nonprofit organizations that require 
discipline-based knowledge. Coop courses are approved 
through the MTSU Cooperative Education Office, and in-
ternships are approved through academic departments.

2.	 Study Abroad. Kentucky Institute for International Stud-
ies (KIIS) courses, Cooperative Center for Study Abroad 
(CCSA) courses, and formal study abroad courses de-
veloped and led by MTSU faculty. Other types of study 
abroad courses approved by the MTSU International 
Education and Exchange Office and the academic depart-
ment are also acceptable.

3.	 Applied Learning. Application of discipline-related 
knowledge through projects with businesses and non-
profit organizations.

4.	 Service-Learning. Opportunities to participate in project-
based, interactive partnerships with community entities 
to gain valuable experience as mentors and leaders while 
meeting a community need. Courses are designed to pro-
mote community service and self-discovery and should 
enable students to integrate civic awareness and engage-
ment into their academic and professional pursuits.

5.	 Creative Activity. Activity driven by the student’s imagina-
tion, talents, and/or skills that results in a tangible outcome 
such as works rendered in aural, visual, physical, written, 
electronic, and/or other forms. Performance and exhibi-
tion of creative works may also be included. 

6.	 Teacher Education. Applied learning courses designed 
specifically for teacher education programs

7.	 Laboratory Experiences. Traditional science lab course 
activities such as biology and physical science.

Requirements for EXL Scholars Program
Students may participate in the EXL Scholars Program by taking 
EXL-designated courses in their majors or general education. 
Students who want the EXL Scholars designation on their 
transcripts should complete the following:
•	 16 to 18 hours of EXL-designated classes. EXL classes 

include cooperative education/internships, study abroad, 
applied learning, service-learning, creative activities, 
teacher education, and laboratory experiences. These 
courses may be part of required general education, major, 
and/or minor requirements. Experiential Learning courses 
are designated with the EXL course prefix or are listed as 
approved for EXL credit on RaiderNet. 

•	 At least one external activity (volunteer project with 
community organization/business or scholarly research 
project). An external activity is defined as a project that 
requires the student to interact with people outside the 
University or a research project in which students must 
interact with people outside their departments or outside 
the campus community. (These experiences require prior 
approval to count for credit toward the EXL designa-
tion.)

•	 MTSU internal service component. Students may com-
plete this requirement in one of three ways: participate 
in a leadership role in a campus-sponsored charitable 
activity, volunteer with a campus office to assist other 
students, or be a campus leader. (These experiences 
require prior approval to count for credit toward the EXL 
designation.)
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•	 Documentation of completion of EXL activities through 
an e-portfolio (EXL 4000).

•	 Participation in EXL program assessment activities such as 
completion of surveys.

Campus Partnerships with EXL
For additional information about activities related to experi-
ential learning, review activities offered through the following 
programs.

American Democracy Project – www.mtsu.edu/~amerdem 
Cooperative Education – www.mtsu.edu/~cooped
Undergraduate Research – www.mtsu.edu/~research/
urc.html
Study Abroad – www.mtsu.edu/~mtabroad/
McNair Scholars – www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair
Academic Departments and Colleges

Courses in Experiential and
Service Learning [EXL]
2010	 Service-Learning Practicum. One credit. Prerequisite: Permission 

of instructor. Opportunity to take part in service-learning projects 
with community partners. Pass/Fail. (May be repeated for a total 
of two credits.)

2020	 Leadership Studies Practicum. One credit. Prerequisite: Permis-
sion of instructor. Opportunity to enhance personal leadership 
development and understanding through campus- or commu-
nity-based projects. Pass/Fail. (May be repeated for a total of two  
credits.)

2030	 Civic Engagement Practicum. One to three credits. Prerequisite: 
Permission of instructor. Opportunity to take part in civic engage-
ment projects with community partners. Pass/Fail. May be repeated 
for a total of two credits.)

3010	 Service Learning Practicum. One to three credits. Prerequisite: 
Permission of instructor. Opportunity to take part in service-learn-
ing projects with community partners. Pass/Fail. (May be repeated 
for a total of up to six credits.)

3020 	Leadership Studies Practicum. One to three credits. Prerequi-
site: Permission of instructor. Opportunity to enhance personal 
leadership development and understanding through campus- or 
community-based projects. Pass/Fail. (May be repeated for a total 
of up to six credits.)

3030	 Civic Engagement Practicum. One to three credits. Prerequi-
site: Permission of instructor. Opportunity to take part in civic 
engagement projects with community partners. Pass/Fail. (May 
be repeated for a total of up to six credits.)

4000	 EXL Seminar. One credit. Prerequisites: Senior standing, EXL 
Scholars Program participant. Culminating experience for students 
in the EXL Scholars Program. Students will develop an e-portfolio of 
experiential and service-learning experiences and will participate 
in discussions of their EXL experiences.


