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GMR 12: Who/Whom

Who (whoever) is used as the subject of a verb whether in an independent or a dependent clause. It is also used as the predicate noun after the linking verb (form of to be).

· He is the one who wrote the book. 

· The winner will be whoever runs the fastest.

Whom (whomever) is the objective case and is used as a direct object, 

an indirect object, the object of a preposition, and the object of an infinitive.

· He gave the rose to whomever he liked.

· He likes whomever he meets.

Ways to Determine Who/Whom:

One way to determine whether who or whom should be used is to count the verbs and

then count the subjects. If the numbers are equal, you should use whom because no verb

is in need of a subject. If there are more verbs than subjects, you should use who because

a verb is need of a subject.

Examples: 

· (Who/Whom) would you advise me to see about the arrangements?

The sentence contains only one verb, would advise, and it has a subject, you; therefore, the correct pronoun is whom because it functions as the object of the infinitive to see.
· Unfortunately, the speaker (who/whom) the crowd was most anxious to hear missed his plane.

The sentence contains two verbs, was anxious and missed, and both have subjects, crowd and speaker respectively; therefore, the correct pronoun is whom because it functions as the object of the infinitive to hear.

· Dr. Harbinger always gave attention to (whoever/whomever) asked a question in class.

The sentence contains two verbs, gave and asked. Dr. Harbinger is the subject of gave, but asked does not have a subject; therefore, the correct pronoun is whoever because it functions as the subject.

You can substitute the pronouns he or she for who, and him or her for whom.

Rearranging the sentence can sometimes help you determine whether to use who or
whom, as the following examples demonstrate.

Examples: 

· Elizabeth is the club member (who/whom) I know.


Change to: Elizabeth is the club member. I know her.


Her = whom


Elizabeth is the club member whom I know.

· To (who/whom) was the credit card sent?

Change to: The credit card was sent to him.


Him = whom


To whom was the credit card sent?

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions and are usually the first word in the

sentence. However, even though the pronoun is used at the beginning of the sentence,

the pronoun is not necessarily the subject. To determine which pronoun to use, you can

determine its function by unraveling the question and turning it into a sentence.

Examples:

· With (who/whom) did you go to the concert?


Change to: You did go to the concert with who/whom.


You did go to the concert with him.


Him = whom


With whom did you go to the concert?

· (Who/Whom) won the freshman writing award?


Change to: ______ won the freshman writing award.

He won the freshman writing award.

He = who

Who won the freshman writing award?

Whom can also be used with the prepositions “by,” “on,” and many others.  Use the

preceding methods of unraveling the question to determine which pronoun to use.

Examples:

· By (who/whom) was Billy taught algebra?

Change to: Billy was taught algebra by Professor Johnson.

Billy was taught algebra by him.

Him= whom

By whom was Billy taught algebra?

· On (who/whom) did Harry hop?
Change to: Harry hopped on Pop.
Harry hopped on him.

Him= whom

On whom did Harry hop?

