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GMR 13: Prepositions

A preposition relates a noun to another word in the sentence.

· The window above the door needs to be repaired.

(The preposition above relates the noun door to the noun window, indicating the place or location of the window.)

One way to understand the use of prepositions is to know what categories some of the most common ones fall into.  Note: prepositions in italics have more than one meaning.

	Prepositions of Place


	Prepositions of Time
	Prepositions of Direction
	Other Common Prepositions

	Above
	Between
	About
	Above
	Out of
	As

	After
	Beyond
	After
	Across
	Over
	Concerning

	Against
	By
	Around
	Around
	Past
	Despite

	Among
	In
	At
	Away
	Through
	Except

	Around
	Inside
	By
	Beyond
	To
	For

	At
	Near
	During
	Down
	Toward
	Of

	Before
	Next to
	For
	From
	Under
	Like

	Behind
	On
	In
	Into
	Up
	Regarding

	Below
	Outside
	On
	Off
	
	Unlike

	Beneath
	Under
	Since
	To
	
	With

	Beside
	Upon
	Until
	Onto
	
	


Also, many of the prepositions have multiple meanings and, therefore, fit into more than one category.
At can be both a preposition of place and time.

· The new mother left the diaper bag at home.

· Class starts promptly at nine o’clock, so don’t be late. 

Some of the prepositions within the same category have subtly different meanings.  For instance, between and among are both prepositions of place and can easily be confused. 
Between relates to the position of an object relative to two other objects:
· The piece of paper fell between the computer desk and the wall.

Among relates to the position of an object relative to more than two other objects:

· The book that I need is among the rest of the junk in my room.

Idioms

An idiomatic expression is a phrase which conveys a meaning different than its literal interpretation; the connotations of the phrases cannot be determined by the meaning of the individual words. Idiomatic expressions often contain prepositions that do not make sense in a literal context; however, the phrase is a fixed expression and cannot be altered without changing the meaning. 

· Correct: Suzanne fell in love.

· Incorrect: Suzanne fell on love.

Stand a chance, on the other hand, and in a nutshell are also examples of common idioms.  


