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GMR 14: Colloquial Prepositions/Phrasal Verbs


Bring  +  about  =  Cause

Ted brings the food to the dog.

Ted reads a book about dog food.

The information brings about a change in the dog’s diet.


Separable:         
Example:  drop off

· I dropped Andy off at the grocery store.

· I dropped off Andy at the grocery store.

· I dropped him off at the grocery store.

Note:  If the object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the preposition.

                  Incorrect: *I dropped off him at the grocery store.*
Examples of Separable Phrasal Verbs:
· bring up……….. 1) rear children  2) mention or introduce a topic

· check out……… 1) take a book from the library  2) investigate

· figure out……… find the answer by reasoning

· fill out………….. write the completions of a questionnaire or official form

· hand in………… submit an assignment

· make up……….. 1) invent  2) do past work

· point out………..call attention to

· stand up………...fail to keep a date with

· think over………consider carefully

· try on…………...put on clothing to see if it fits

· turn down………decrease volume or intensity

· turn in…………. 1) submit an assignment  2) go to bed

· turn off…………stop a machine, faucet

· turn on…………start a machine, faucet

· turn out………...extinguish a light

· turn up…………increase volume or intensity

Nonseparable:        
Example:  come across

· Inspector Pupe didn’t come across any evidence during his search.

· John came across his grandmother’s old chest in the attic.

Incorrect:  Inspector Pupe didn’t come any evidence across during his search.
Incorrect:  John came his grandmother’s old chest across in the attic.
Examples of Nonseparable Phrasal Verbs:

· call on………………… 1) ask to speak in class  2) visit

· check in………………..register at a hotel

· drop out (of)…………...stop going to school, to a class, to a club, etc.

· get over………………..recover from an illness

· get through……………finish

· get up………………….arise from bed, a chair

· go over………………...review or check carefully

· look into……………….investigate

· look out (for)………….be careful

· pass away……………..die

· put up with……………tolerate

· run into, run across…...meet by chance

· stand out……………….noticeable

Phrasal Verbs are verbs that, when linked to a preposition, describe an action that is different from their original, individual definitions.





Phrasal Verbs come in two varieties:  Separable and Nonseparable.








