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GMR 3: Parts of Speech
NOUN—Person, place, thing, or idea

· Sarah loves to listen to ocean waves.
(names a person)

· New York is a world famous city.

(names a place)

· The cell phone shattered into pieces.
(names a thing)

· The acts of firefighters signify bravery.
(names an idea)

PRONOUN—Takes the place of and functions like a noun

Subjective case—I, we, you, he/she/it, they

Objective case—me, us, you, him/her/it, them
Possessive case—my, mine, our, ours, your, yours, his/hers/its, their, theirs
· I solved his case for him.  


(I is in the subjective case; his shows possession of case; him is in the objective case.)

· Their problem was with you.


(Their shows possession of problem; you is in the objective case.) 

VERB—Action or existence (state of being)

· Janice studies in the library.

(describes an action)

· Joseph is the happiest he’s ever been.
(describes a state of being, existence)

ADJECTIVE—Describes a noun or pronoun (Ask: What kind? Which One? How Many?)
· Elizabeth bought an expensive purse.
(describes a noun—purse)

· It is confusing.



(describes a pronoun—it)

ADVERB—Describes a verb, adjective, or adverb (Ask: When? How? Where? To what extent?)
· Rachel read her book quickly.

(describes a verb—how she read)

· Josh is very handsome.


(describes an adjective—handsome)

· Eric responded really passionately.
(describes an adverb—passionately; describes 
  a verb—responded)

PREPOSITION—Links and relates a noun or pronoun to another word in the sentence

· The cat ran through the house.
(links house to ran, describing location or manner)

· It is a mile to my house.

(links house to mile, describing location or distance)
POSITIVE, COMPARATIVE, and SUPERLATIVE FORMS – Adjectives and adverbs can change their forms to show relationships and degrees of quantity, quality, distance, etc. using suffixes, such as “er” and “est,” and the words “more,” “most,” “less,” and “least.”
· That llama is silly!

(positive: this form is the basic adjective/adverb form and modifies only one thing or group)
· He is sillier than the elephants.
 
(comparative: ends in er and shows a relationship between two things)
· But the lemurs are the silliest animals in the zoo.

(superlative: ends in est and compares three or more things)

Some adjectives and adverbs do not take the “er” and “est” endings; in these cases, use “more”, “most”, “less”, or “least”:

· Keith Urban is famous. (positive)
· His wife, Nicole Kidman, is more famous than him. (comparative)
· Her ex-husband, however, is the most famous of the three. (superlative)
More examples of positive, comparative, and superlative forms:
· Henri’s gumbo is good. (positive)
· Genvieve’s gumbo is worse than Henri’s. (comparative)
· Their gumbo recipes are good, but Josephine’s is the best of all. (superlative)
· Shayna is nervous about the speech she has to give tomorrow. (positive)
· Michael is less nervous than Shayna. (comparative)
· All of the students are nervous about their speeches, but Shiloh is the least nervous. (superlative)
� For specific guidelines on which adjectives and adverbs use “er” and “est” endings and which ones use “more,” “most,” “less,” and “least,” see The Hodges Harbrace Handbook, 17th edition, page 82.





