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GMR 6: Basic Sentence Parts

The English sentence has two basic parts: a subject and a predicate.  

The subject (which can be simple or complete) is the someone or something:

 1. performing the action of the sentence, or
 2. being described in the sentence.
The predicate:

 1. expresses the action of the sentence, or
 2. gives information about the subject.
The complete subject usually comes before the predicate and includes the main noun or pronoun and all of its determiners and modifiers (articles, adjectives, prepositional phrases, and so on). 
· The president of the company presented his plan for the new fiscal year.
· The man in the rowboat is my father.
· My extended family should have attended my birthday party.
A simple subject refers to of only the main noun or pronoun.

· The president of the company presented his plan for the new fiscal year.
· The man in the rowboat is my father.

· My extended family should have attended my birthday party.
The complete predicate consists of the main verb, its auxiliaries (helping verbs or modals such as be, do, have, and must, may, should), and any compliments and modifiers.

· The president of the company presented his plan for the new fiscal year.
· The man in the rowboat is my father.
· My extended family should have attended my birthday party.
The simple predicate refers to of the main verb and auxiliaries only.

· The president of the company presented his plan for the new fiscal year.
· The man in the rowboat is my father.
· My extended family should have attended my birthday party.


