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GMR 6d: Finding the Subject and Verb Exercise
Directions: Underline the simple predicate in these sentences. (The simple predicate consists of the main verb and its auxiliaries.) Circle the simple subject.  Remember to look for linking verbs!

1. Have you heard of John B. Watson?

2. Watson was a behaviorist.
3. He had read about Pavlov’s experiments with dogs, and he decided to do his own research.
4. Pavlov could cause dogs to salivate simply by ringing a bell.
5. The dogs would associate the bell-ringing with food.
6. Watson wanted to experiment with children and their fear of animals.

7. After observing a baby with a fear response to dogs, Watson hypothesized that, with the right stimulus, the baby could also fear other animals too.
8. In 1920, Watson began his experiments on a nine-month-old infant named Albert.
9. His first task was to make sure that the child did not have negative reactions to animals and objects.
10. Watson exposed Albert to a white rat, a rabbit, a dog, and a monkey.
11. Each time Albert was presented with an animal, he eagerly reached for it.
12. Two months later, Watson began his second round of experiments.

13. When Albert would reach for an animal, Watson would strike a hammer sharply against a metal rod.

14. The sound frightened Albert, and he would withdraw his hand, fall forward, and whimper.

15. Albert began to associate the animals with the noise; therefore, he began to fear the animals.

