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GMR 7: Phrases and Clauses

Phrases
A phrase is a group of words in a sentence that has either no predicate or no subject. Phrases cannot stand alone but can describe/enhance parts of the sentence as adverbial, adjectival, prepositional, or nominal phrases.

Examples:

· The boy kicked the football over the barn. (prepositional)

· The house down the street is on fire. (adjectival- describing the house)

· The fireman drove down the street to the burning house. (adverbial- describing where the man drove)

· The burning house could not be saved. (nominal- acting as a subject)
Clauses
A clause is a group of words in a sentence that has a subject and a predicate. There are two types of clauses: dependent and independent. 

Dependent:

Dependent clauses have both a subject and a predicate but cannot stand alone. Some words that may signal a dependent clause are: relative pronouns (who/whom, that, which) and subordinate conjunctions (because, since, even though, although, etc.).

· The child who ran through the woods saw a deer.

                                S                    P


(Who ran through the woods is the dependent clause in the sentence.)

· Even though she missed the bus, she still made it to school on time.

                               S               P

· The teacher said she would be absent tomorrow. [that omitted]

                                      S                    P

Independent:

Independent clauses have both a subject and a predicate and can stand alone.

· The child who ran through the woods saw a deer.

             S                                                                  P

· Even though she missed the bus, she still made it to school on time.

                                                                  S                         P

· The teacher will be absent tomorrow.

              S                              P

