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GMR 8: Finding Objects and Complements

Objects:

The direct object is a noun or pronoun that receives the action or shows the result of the action.  You can find the direct object of the sentence by turning the subject and verb into a question ending in what or whom.
· Derrick drove his new truck in the mountains.

· Derrick drove what? his new truck
· Marshall rode his bike along the mountain path.
· Marshall rode what? his bike

· Marshall invited Derrick to go canoeing.

· Marshall invited whom? Derrick

The indirect object is always a noun or pronoun that shows to whom or for whom the action occurred.  Find the direct object and then ask to whom or for whom.

Direct Object:
Bobby promised the dog a treat.



 

Bobby promised what?  a treat

Indirect Object:
Bobby promised the dog a treat.





Bobby promised a treat to whom?  the dog

Direct Object:
After the bath, Bobby gave Spot a bone.





Bobby gave what?  a bone

Indirect Object:
After the bath, Bobby gave Spot a bone.





Bobby gave a bone to whom?  Spot

Complements:
Subject complements are words or groups of words that complete the meaning of the subject by renaming or describing it.  They can be nouns or adjectives. Also, subject complements require a linking verb (forms of be—am, is, are, was, were, being, been, the senses—look, feel, smell, sound, taste, and some others such as appear, become, remain, and seem). Think of the linking verb as an equal sign (=).

· Patience is a virtue.  Virtue renames patience.

· Benjamin feels anxious.  Anxious describes Benjamin.
· Reagan and Derrick were the leaders of the hike.  Leaders renames Reagan and Derrick.
· Rachel was ready for the camping trip.  Ready describes Rachel.

· The winner is whoever eats the most pie.  Whoever renames winner.

An object complement comes immediately after the direct object. The object complement renames or describes the direct object.

Direct Object:

Rosie painted the fence yellow.






Rosie painted what?  the fence
Object complement:

Rosie painted the fence yellow.  Yellow describes the 
fence.

Direct Object: 

We elected Eddie president.







We elected whom?  Eddie

Object Complement

We elected Eddie president.  President renames Eddie.


