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GMR 9: Verb Tenses 

	simple present
	present perfect
	present progressive
	present perfect progressive

	simple past
	past perfect
	past progressive
	past perfect progressive

	simple future
	future perfect
	future progressive
	future perfect progressive


Simple Tenses 
1. Use simple present tense for conditions that exist now, in the past, and will probably continue to exist in the future. Simple present expresses a customary or habitual action or a general condition or fact. 

· The stars shine brightly. 
· I am angry.

· Dragons are mythical creatures that can breathe fire.

· Alice practices playing the piano every day.

2. Use simple past tense to express an action that began and ended in the past. To form this tense, add “ed” or “d” to the base form.
· The stars shone brightly last night.

· I was angry at my brother when he stole the last cookie.

· According to legends, some dragons were able to fly.

· Alice played Für Elise at the concert.

3. Use simple future tense to express an action that will take place at a particular time in the future.

· The stars will shine tonight.

· I will be angry if my brother steals the last cookie.

· Alice is going to play Pachelbel’s Canon at the talent show.
Perfect Tenses: Perfect tenses indicate actions that have been completed.

4. Use present perfect tense to express an event that happened before now. To form this tense, use “have” or “has” as a helping verb, plus a past participle.
· Night has already passed.

· I have been angry at my brother for more than ten years.

· Alice has played Tchaikovsky’s Flower Waltz many times.

5. Use past perfect tense to express a past event that occurred before another past event. To form this tense, use “had” as a helping verb, plus a past participle.
· The sun had risen before I got a chance to watch the stars.

· I had angered my brother before he stole the cookie.

· Alice had played Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony before she was three.

6. Use future perfect tense to express an action that will be completed before another action in the future. To form this tense, use “will have,” plus a past participle. 
· The sun will have risen by the time I wake up.

· I will have been angry at my brother for five years by the time he steals that cookie.  

· Alice will have mastered more piano pieces than anyone else her age by this time tomorrow.
Progressive Tenses: Progressive tenses indicate actions that are continuing or in progress.
7. Use present progressive tense to express an action in progress; the action began in the past and will probably continue into the future or is still occurring.
· The stars are shining brightly.

· Alice is playing her piano.

· My brother is asking for my forgiveness by offering me a new cookie.

8. Use past progressive tense to express an action that was in progress at some time in the past.

· The sky was looking especially beautiful last night.

· Alice was working on a serenade last week.

· I was waiting for my brother to apologize.

9. Use future progressive tense to express an action in progress at some point in the future.

· The stars will be shining even more brightly tomorrow.

· Alice will be playing the piano all over the world.

· All will be going well after tonight.
Perfect Progressive Tenses: Perfect progressive tenses indicate actions that continue or are in progress up until a designated point in the past, present, or future. To form these tenses, use “have” or “had,” “been,” and “-ing” (a present participle).
10. Use present perfect progressive tense to express an action in progress that has continued to the present.

· Alice has been practicing for the talent show all week.

· My brother has been staring at the last piece of cake for awhile now.

11. Use past perfect progressive tense to express a past event in progress that continued until another event in the past.

· Alice had been practicing so much that she fell asleep on the piano!
· My brother had been trying to find a way to eat the last piece of cake without me noticing.
12. Use future perfect progressive tense to express a future action in progress that will continue until another event in the future.

· Alice will have been practicing piano for two hours by the time her instructor arrives.

· I will have been enjoying the cake for five minutes by the time my brother gets home from school!
