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GMR 9b: Past Tense Narrative Exercise
Notice that writing in the past tense doesn’t mean you’ll always use simple past.  Depending on the time frame and what you’re trying to convey, you may use the past perfect or past progressive tenses.  

“It has to be here somewhere,” muttered Maria as she gingerly flipped through the book’s ancient pages. “There!” she suddenly gasped, her eyes wide as she stared at the page her fingers had stopped on. Slowly, Maria turned and faced Thea, who waited patiently. For a moment, she hesitated, not looking Thea in the eye as she held the book protectively against her chest. Finally though, Maria extended her arms and held the book out for her friend to see.

Thea gently took the tome from Maria’s hands and glanced down at the indicated page. She froze. Cold sweat formed on the back of her neck as she stared at the beautiful young woman portrayed in the image. “This is her?” asked Thea hoarsely, not looking away from the haunting eyes that seemed to look up at her from the book’s pages.

“Yes,” replied Maria, “This is the woman I have dreamed of every night for the past fifteen years.”

“So it is true then,” sighed Thea, closing the book, “the old witch was right.”

“Right about wh-…?” Maria started to ask before she suddenly collapsed to the ground.

“I’m sorry, Maria,” apologized Thea as she lowered her arm and knelt down next to the now-unconscious girl, “but I’m sure you understand. The world’s end cannot begin here.”



Directions: Now, convert the past tense narrative to a present tense narrative.

“It has to be here somewhere,” ​​_________ Maria as she gingerly _________ through the book’s ancient pages. “There!” she suddenly _________, her eyes wide as she _________ at the page her fingers _________ on. Slowly, Maria _________ and _________ Thea, who _________ patiently. For a moment, she _________, not looking Thea in the eye as she _________ the book protectively against her chest. Finally though, Maria _________ her arms and _________ the book out for her friend to see.

Thea gently _________ the tome from Maria’s hands and _________ down at the indicated page. She _________. Cold sweat _________ on the back of her neck as she _________ at the beautiful young woman _________ in the image. “This is her?” _________ Thea hoarsely, not looking away from the haunting eyes that _________ to look up at her from the book’s pages.

“Yes,” _________ Maria, “This is the woman I _____________ of every night for the past fifteen years.”

“So it is true then,” _________ Thea, closing the book, “the old witch was right.”

“Right about wh-…?” Maria _________ to ask before she suddenly _________ to the ground.

“I’m sorry, Maria,” _________ Thea as she _________ her arm and ​​_________ down next to the now-unconscious girl, “but I’m sure you understand. The world’s end cannot begin here.”

