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MIS 11: A Guide for ESL Writers
Where to Find Help

As an ESL writer, you have an urgent mission—increasing your writing proficiency during a relatively short time. You should not hesitate to ask for help from people around you: your professor, classmates, and tutors in the UWC.

· Build informal relationships with your instructors rather than the formal relationships you might have in your home country, but show respect to them.

· Do not hesitate, when you do not fully understand your assignment, to ask your instructor again and again through conversation or email. Your instructor will be very happy with your effort to improve.

· Feel free to ask for an example regarding your specific writing assignment from your instructor and/or a tutor in the UWC.

· Ask your classmates for help. They are willing to help you.

· Visit the UWC frequently. When you have a quick question, you do not even need to make an appointment in advance.  
Which Dictionaries?
· Use English-only dictionaries along with a bilingual dictionary. A bilingual dictionary is not sufficient for academic writing and quite often leads your writing to funny or embarrassing expressions.

· An English-only dictionary is divided into two kinds: one for native speakers and another for English learners. If possible, consult three dictionaries: bilingual and two kinds of English-only dictionaries. These URLs can be a big help:
· http://www.ldoceonline.com

· http://www.merriam-webster.com (audible pronunciation is provided without charge)

· http://www.word2word.com/dictionary.html (for your language dictionary)

· Recommended Dictionaries: 

· Longman Advanced American Dictionary (the best dictionary for ESL writers)

· Longman Language Activator (especially for better word choice among synonyms) 

Writing as Process

· You are already a writer if you enjoy writing through email, text message, and Facebook. The term ‘writer’ is not reserved for professional writers. 

· Academic writing is the result of a process.  Once academic writers decide what to write about, most of them have a similar process: outlining— drafting—revising—editing. Remember that this process is not necessarily linear. In particular, the first three stages have a dynamic relationship. When drafting, you can tweak your outline, which leads you to revise your writing. So, there is not just one draft. You might rewrite several until you get a final, satisfactory draft.

American Academic Writing (AAW)

· AAW is concise and direct in its style although the style is slightly different in fields you study.  The main point is located in the beginning of the paper, and then some ideas supporting the main point follow with examples or evidence. 

· AAW style produces a distinctive, common structure comprising three parts: head, body, and ending. This tri-structure is applied to an essay as well as a paragraph. Your essay is composed of a head (your main point called a thesis statement), a body (some paragraphs supporting your thesis statement), and an ending (your conclusion). In the level of a paragraph, each paragraph consists of a head (topic sentence), body (some sentences supporting your topic sentence), and ending (summary sentence). Refer to WTG 7.
· AAW always thinks of its audience/readers: to whom is your writing talking? In most cases, your reader will be your professor, but sometimes your professor asks you to write with some specific readers in mind, such as your classmates or friends.

· AAW has zero tolerance for plagiarism.  Whenever you take any idea or quote directly or indirectly from someone else’s writing, you must give credit to the original writer using a certain documentation style recommended in your field, such as MLA or APA. If you are not familiar with these, ask your tutor for guidance and a handout.

Effective Visits in the UWC

· Decide what you want to work on with a tutor and visit the UWC with a couple of realistic, specific goals such as understanding the writing assignment, brainstorming, how to develop your main idea, some advice on your draft, organization, how to cite correctly, etc. One tutoring session may not be long enough to cover several issues in your paper.

· Visit during any stage of your writing process— from just after receiving your writing assignment sheet from the instructor to your final draft. If possible, come to the UWC during the early stages of your writing process in order to have plenty of time for revision. 

· Work with your tutor. A tutor is not a classroom instructor. Take initiative in your writing; ask for writing help as well as for cultural and linguistic information.  But remember, it is you, not the tutor, who writes your paper. You know your paper best.

· Be focused first on global issues: main idea, purpose, audience, organization, and development. Then, move on to local issues: grammar, word choice, and spelling.

· Remember that a tutor helps you to become an independent, better writer. So, he/she will not proofread your paper. Instead, the tutor shows you how to improve or proofread your own paper.

Some Tips for Increasing Literacy over a Short-Time

· Watch local TV news channels rather than world news channels. You can listen to the local news several times a day through TV or radio stations and read written texts on the local news channel websites. Local news helps you become accustomed to this locale’s lifestyle and provides you with some topics to jump into a conversation with American students. Visit these websites or listen to radio stations:

· http://www.tennesseelife.com/news/page4.html

· http://www.dnj.com – the Rutherford County news source to which MTSU belongs 

· FM 90.3 (NPR-this station provides news every hour)

· Read out loud at least one paragraph a day from your reading materials. Reading aloud makes you feel confident in your speaking and helps internalize the English language.

· If you love reading, read adolescent literature rather than canonical works. Visit the Curriculum Collection on the 3th floor in the MTSU library and pick up some thin books you are interested in. The books help build your knowledge in American popular culture and vocabulary used in daily life.

· If you are a music person, enjoy the music; the lyrics of the music lead you to the beauty of the English language as well as to many idiomatic expressions.

· FM 107.5 –pop music all day long 

