[image: image1.jpg]University
Writing
Center



Middle Tennessee State University

Margaret H. Ordoubadian University Writing Center   

at James E. Walker Library

LIB 362 • 904-8237

R&D 1a: Evaluating Sources

How do I know which sources to use?

Once you have located potential sources for your research project, you need to determine which ones are most useful to you.  Use the following criteria
 to help you decide (also included in more detail in Surviving Freshman Composition, 6th edition, page 114):

Currency: When was the source created? 

When was the information published or posted? 

Has the information been revised or updated since its initial publication? 

Is the information current enough to be significant? (This may vary based on topic.)


Relevance: Does the information in the source relate to your paper topic? 

Does the information support your thesis or answer your research question? 

Who is the intended audience? 

Is the information appropriate for a college-level research paper?
Are there other sources that better answer your research question? 

Authority: Who created the source?

Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

Is the author an individual, group, or organization?

What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

What are the author's qualifications to write on the topic? 

Is there contact information, such as a publisher or e-mail address? 

Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? (i.e.  .com .edu .gov .org .net)

Accuracy: How reliable is the information provided by the source?
Where does the information come from?
Is the information supported by evidence?

Does the information include citations for other sources?
Has the information been peer-reviewed?
Can you verify any of the information in another source or from personal knowledge?
Are there spelling, grammar, or other typographical errors?


Purpose: Why was the source created?

Is the author trying to inform, teach, sell, entertain, or persuade? 

Is the information fact, opinion, or propaganda? 

Does the source address any particular person or group of people?

Does the point of view appear objective and impartial? 
Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional, or personal biases?

NOTE: Most sources will not meet every criterion on this list; keep in mind that even though a source falls short in one of these areas, it may still be a good option for your paper.  For example, an article from a popular magazine (like Rolling Stone or Entertainment Weekly) may not be scholarly or peer-reviewed, but it may be appropriate for a pop-culture research project since it will contain relevant, up-to-date content on a pop-culture topic. 

If you’re stuck, ask!

The library staff is more than willing to assist you. Take advantage of the librarians—they will help you find what you are looking for.  Visit the Reference Desk for tips on how to start researching and where to find appropriate materials.   If you cannot make it to the library, call the Reference Desk at (615) 898-2817, #3,or complete the “E-mail a Librarian Form” at http://library.mtsu.edu/help/email.php.

Research Coach
Additionally, the library offers 30 minute sessions with a Research Coach who can help you through all the steps in the research process. Coach-Librarians will provide guidance in brainstorming for topics, selecting and citing resources, creating bibliographies, and obtaining a deeper understanding of the information-seeking process.  For more information, see http://library.mtsu.edu/reference/res_coach.php, or call (615) 904-8530.

� Adapted from California State University, Chico






