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SPE 3: Types of Speeches

Every speech is unique.  Even when delivering from the same text, a speaker’s speech is affected by a number of factors.  Keeping this fact in mind, a speech will tend to fall in one of a few categories.

Informative: An informative speech is one whose purpose is to convey knowledge and elicit understanding. Generally, informative speeches are evaluated according to three general questions:
· Is the information communicated correctly?
· Is the information communicated clearly?
· Is the information made meaningful and interesting to the audience?
Kinds of Informative Speeches

· Speeches about objects
· Speeches about events
· The Battle of Gettysburg
· A job interview
· A tsunami
· Speeches about concepts
· Confucianism
· Philosophies of education
· Abstractions
· Speeches about processes
· How hurricanes develop
· How to write a resume
· How to perform a Pilates exercise
Persuasive: Persuasion is the process of creating, reinforcing, or changing people’s beliefs or actions. Persuasive speaking is the most complex and challenging kind of speech.   In a persuasive speech, you are an advocate, and your job is to get listeners to agree with you and, perhaps, to take action.
· This is unlike an informative speech, where the audience is simply presented facts.  In this case, the audience is evaluating your presentation of your evidence, as well as of yourself.  Are you credible?  This is what Stephen Lucas refers to as a mental dialogue with the audience, or, “a mental give-and-take.”
· Your target audience is the portion of the audience that you will most want to persuade.  (See The Rhetorical Situation for more details).
· Always be mindful of your duty to maintain the ethical responsibility to the audience—they have to trust you before they believe you.  Be completely honest; never try to purposely mislead or deceive.  
Kinds of Persuasive Speeches

· On questions of fact

· On questions of value

· On questions of policy

· Gaining immediate action

· Gaining passive agreement

	Strongly opposed
	Moderately opposed
	Slightly opposed
	Neutral
	Slightly in favor
	Moderately in favor
	Strongly in favor

	Persuasion involves any movement by a speaker from left to right


Occasional /Entertaining: A speech whose purpose is entertainment will stimulate a sense of community through the celebration of common bonds among speaker and listeners.  Here are some tips:

Kinds of Occasional Speeches
· After Dinner Speech

· A speech to entertain that makes a thoughtful point abut its subject in a lighthearted manner.

· Speeches of introduction: Introduces main speaker to audience

· Be brief.

· Be accurate

· Adapt remarks to occasion/speaker/audience.

· Create a sense of anticipation

· Speeches of commemoration

· Speech of praise or celebration.

· Eulogies, July 4th, testimonials, etc.

· Similar to informative speech.

· Speeches of acceptance

· Speech giving thanks for a gift, award, etc.

· Speeches of presentation

· Gives a gift, award, recognition.

· If a competition, acknowledge competitors.

· Explain award, but also remember context.

Adapted from: Lucas, Stephen E. The Art of Public Speaking. 9th Ed. (Chapters 14-17) and

Zarefsky, David. Public Speaking: Strategies for Success. 4th ed. (Chapter 4:Choosing a Topic and Developing a Strategy)


