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MS 3080 Objectives / Study Questions

Week 1
“To be a successful soldier, you must know history. Read it objectively.”
- George S. Patton, 6 June 1944

=

Why is the study of military history important to the development of future officers?
Describe the intimate relationship that exists between warfare, military, and society.
3. Describe the origins of the “Military Revolution” of the 15" and 16" centuries

and its subsequent effects on military organizations and the conduct of war.
4. Describe the concept of “limited war” and explain why “decisive battles” were
so difficult to achieve?

N

Week 2

“Battles are won by slaughter and manoeuvre. The greater the general, the more he contributes in
manoeuvre, the less he demands slaughter.”
- Winston Churchill

1. What were the differences between the organization for and conduct of warfare of the
Native Americans, American colonists, and Europeans in the 17" and 18" century?

2. How did the American colonial military heritage effect their organization for the War of
Independence?

Week 3
“We fight, get beat, rise, and fight again.”
- Nathanael Greene, 22 June 1781

1. Describe the influence of the Battle of Long Island (1776) upon the British and the
Americans military organization and strategy.

2. How did the American victories at Trenton and Saratoga change the nature of the war?

3. Describe the British “Southern Strategy” and assess its success or failure.

4. Assess the role of the militia and Continental “regulars” during the War of Independence.

Week 4
“Standing armies in time of peace are inconsistent with the principles of republican government.”
- Congress, 2 June 1784

1. Understand the primary differences between Clausewitz and Jomini and assess their
influence upon the evolution of U.S. Army doctrine.

2. Assess the background and implications of Washington’s “Sentiments on a Peace

Establishment” and the founding fathers concept of civil-military relations expressed in the

1789 Constitution.

What were the challenges the American military experienced during the War of 18127

4. Describe the military reforms initiated following the War of 1812 and the evolution of the
“professional soldier” in the United States.

w
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Week 5
“War is an art, to attain perfection in which, much time and experience, particularly for the
officers, are necessary.”

- John C. Calhoun

1. Outline the responsibilities and major campaigns of the U.S. military from 1815 to 1848.

2. Explain the role of leadership in the American success during the Mexican-American War.

3. Describe the development of American military thought between 1848-1861, particularly
in regard to technological innovations.

Week 6
“The art of war is simple enough. Find out where your enemy is. Get at him as soon as you can.
Strike at him as hard as you can and as often as you can, and keep moving on.”

- U.S. Grant

=

Analyze the initial strategy and campaign plans of the opposing sides.

Discuss the evolution (or devolution) of civil-military relations during the Civil War.

3. Evaluate the American Civil War as a “total war” and explain why it was so difficult to
achieve a decisive, war-ending battle.

4. Did the Union win or did the Confederacy lose? Was the war won or lost in the Eastern or

Western theater?

N

Week 7
“In a campaign against Indians, the front is all around, and the rear is nowhere.”
- Indian War Veteran

1. What were the unique challenges faced by the U.S. Army during the Indian Wars?



