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Summary:

This picture-book biography focuses on the famous American poet, Walt Whitman (1819-1892), who lived in Long Island and Brooklyn, New York. At the age of 12, he worked as a printer’s apprentice. He loved reading and by age 19, was writing and printing his own newspaper. His love of travel took him throughout America, where his interest in the common man inspired him to write free-ranging poetry about them. “Whoever you are now I place my hand upon you that you be my poem”.  His most famous book of poetry, Leaves of Grass, celebrates the common man.

The majority of the book is about his life during the Civil War, when he became a “nurse” to the soldiers in the hospitals. He would do what he could for them, even if it was to just be with them so they wouldn’t die alone.  “...I go around from one case to another. I do not see that I do much good, but I cannot leave them.“  He wrote a book of Civil War poetry called Drum-Taps, to celebrate the soldiers. He greatly admired President Lincoln, and after his assassination, wrote a poem in his honor called, “O Captain! My Captain!” When people learned of  Walt’s sacrifices for the soldiers, they called him “The Good Gray Poet.” Walt Whitman loved and honored his country and through his poetry, he became the voice of the nation.

This book is enhanced by mesmerizing illustrations  and snippets of his poetry.

Author: Barbara Kerley grew up in Virginia. After college, she joined the Peace Corps, teaching English, math and science in Nepal.  Later, she and her husband moved to Guam, where she taught English, learned to SCUBA dive, and had a baby.  She now lives in McKinleyville, CA, with her husband, daughter, dog, and very large cat. When she isn’t writing, she is usually reading, cooking, walking the dog, or riding a bike. She is teaching herself to play the banjo.

Illustrator: Brian Selznick is originally from New Jersey.   He graduated from the Rhode Island School of Design.  He worked  selling books and arranging windows at Eeyore’s Books for Children, where he read as many books as he could.  This became his real education in children’s books.  He is a winner of  the Texas Bluebonnet Award and the Rhode Island Children’s Book Award.  He lives in Brooklyn, NY.

Lesson Plans/Activities:

http://www.barbarakerley.com/classroom.html

Tennessee Standards:  

*Language Arts/4th grade/Oral Language/Decoding/ Key I: Express thoughts & feelings using colorful, fully elaborated descriptions

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/historic/Whitman/docs/worker.pdf

Tennessee Standards:

*Language Arts/4th grade/Comprehension/Key A/Reporting Category T: Interpret information using a chart, map, or timeline

*Social Studies/5th grade/Culture/Key I: Identify significant examples of...literature from various periods in U.S. history

*History/5th grade/Pre & Civil War (1850-1865)/I/D:  Identify the locations of the southern & northern states, advantages & disadvantages of northern & southern economic resources, similar & different northern & southern social & cultural resources

*History/5th grade/*A/USP 2,3: Interpret timelines that depict major historical post-Civil War events

*Social Studies/5th grade/Geography/D: Identify & locate the geographical regions of the U.S.

*Language Arts/4th grade/Comprehension/Key D: Use parts of text (...index...)

*Language Arts/4th grade/Comprehension/ Key I: Use & discern appropriate reference sources in various format (...newspapers)

*Language Arts/4th grade/Comprehension/Key D: Gather & record information on a research topic

*Language Arts/4th grade/Writing/Process I: Investigate content specific topics to gather information & write

*Language Arts/4th grade/Product/D: Write poems, stories...

*Language Arts.4th grade/Writing/Process/D: Use print & nonprint materials along with prior knowledge to provide background for writing

