People Around Campus

Rising texthook prices alarm authors, students

by Lisa L. Rollins

S

Recently, however, the federal government has taken an interest in
finding out why textbook prices have soared over the past 20 years.

According to a May 2007 study released by The Advisory
Committee on Student Financial Assistance, a federal committee char-
tered by Congress, the “first-time, full-time students spent a total of
$898 at four-year public colleges and $886 at two-year public colleges
on books and supplies in 2003-04.”

Couple this information with estimates that college textbook prices
have increased at twice the rate of inflation during the past two
decades—as well as the fact that, when budgeting and paying college
costs, it is the textbook bill that comes last—and it’s not hard to under-
stand how such last-minute but necessary expenditures catch college
students and their parents off-guard.

Rometrius “Romy” North, a junior advertising major at MTSU, is
among those who feels the financial pinch come textbook purchase
time.

“Textbook prices are unreasonably high for students trying to get
by and get an education,” said North, a first-generation college stu-
dent. “I also think it’s ridiculous when some professors insist that you
must have a textbook but then it’s never cracked open during the

ticker shock is nothing new for college students and parents
alike when it comes to tallying textbook purchases.

semester.

“For me, that experience was a waste of the money I already don’t
have. I guess ... I would not mind the (book) prices so much if I felt
like I got quality use from them, but that doesn’t always happen.”

IS THIS IN THE BUDGET?—MTSU junior Romy North flips through the pages of a psychology
textbook she will need for the fall semester while visiting Phillips Bookstore.
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The Tennessee Legislature passed a law in June requiring the
University of Tennessee and Tennessee Board of Regents systems to
formulate policies to help minimize textbook costs. The law mandates that fac-
ulty consider the “least costly options” for required course materials and then
submit their required textbook and course materials lists early enough to cam-
pus bookstores—and to the university’s Web site—to let students comparison-
shop. State legislators also made sure that campus bookstores must disclose
textbook retail prices to faculty before they can finalize orders.

For years, textbook authors have been pinned with a considerable share of
the blame for ever-increasing textbook prices, observed Dr. Janet Belsky, a pro-
fessor of psychology and textbook author several times over. But that couldn’t

est title, the 550-page Experiencing the Lifespan, was released in December 2006
by Bedford, Freeman & Worth.

“Hour by hour, (writing a text pays the author) less than minimum wage,
even for a potentially blockbuster, huge-market book.”

Belsky’s Lifespan garnered a five-star reviewer rating on Amazon.com for
its depth, insight and clarity, but she said writing a text is a labor of love, not
one undertaken for money, and it’s a process that takes years.

New copies of her book currently list for $80.95, and from this price tag,
she—and other textbook authors—“basically make about 15 percent of the

be further from the truth, she said.

“You can’t make money from writing textbooks,” noted Belsky, whose lat-

wholesale price for the book when it’s sold new.” Belsky estimates she will

See “Textbook’ page 7
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Faculty/Staff Update

Lisa L. Rollins (News and Public
Affairs) received the 2007 “Business
Adpviser of the Year” honor during
the INROADS 29th Anniversary
Awards Reception and Ceremony
held July 31 at the Loews Vanderbilt
Hotel in Nashville. INROADS Inc. is
a nonprofit organization that trains
and develops talented minority youth
for community leadership and profes-
sional careers.

Steven Barnes (development
director, College of Mass Communi-
cation) was elected vice president/
president-elect for 2007-08 at this
year’s Tennessee Advancement
Resources Council annual meeting.
TARC comprises advancement pro-
fessionals working in development,
alumni and public relations from
public and private higher education
and K-12 institutions statewide.

Dr. Don Hong (mathematics) has
received a $5,000 National Science
Foundation award to organize a Nov.
1-2 MTSU workshop on quantitative
proteomic data analysis. Hong also
received a grant from the Casualty
Actuaries of the Southeast to enhance
MTSU'’s actuarial sciences program.

Dr. Zeny Sarabia-Panol (journal-
ism) presented the following papers
at the 50th International Association
for Media and Communication
Research Conference in Paris, France,
July 23-25:

* “A Participatory Response
Model for an Environmental Crisis:
The Case of Guimaras Island Oil
Spill”;

¢ “From Differentiated
Citizenship to Differentiated
Consumerism: Analyzing the Ecology
of Diasporic Advertising”; and

* “Community-Based Response
Models for Environmental Crisis:
Some Asian Cases.”

Drs. Tom Brinthaupt (psycholo-
gy) and Maria Clayton (English) and
Barbara Draude (Learning, Teaching
and Innovative Technology Center)
gave a panel presentation at the 2007
Campus Technology Conference July
30-Aug. 2 in Washington, D.C. Their
presentation, “Overcoming Faculty
Barriers to IT Integration in the
Higher Education Curriculum,” was
one of a few that were videotaped
and made available online; it may be
viewed at campustechnology.com.

Dr. Don Hong (mathematics) and
Dr. Yu Shyr of Vanderbilt University
have edited Quantitative Medical Data
Analysis Using Mathematical Tools and
Statistical Techniques, published
recently by World Scientific Publisher,
New Jersey, 2007 (ISBN: 9812704612).

Graduate student Angelo
Marade (psychology) is the lead
author of “The Role of Risk-Taking in
Songwriting Success,” published in
Journal of Creative Behavior, 2007, Vol.
41(2), pp- 125-149. Marade’s co-
authors are Dr. Tom Brinthaupt (psy-
chology) and Dr. Jeffrey Gibbons of
Christopher Newport University.

Dr. Zeny Sarabia-Panol (journal-
ism) has a chapter, “The 9/11
Terrorist Attacks on America: Media
Frames from the Far East,” in How the
World’s News Media Reacted to 9/11,
Spokane, Washington: Marquette
Books (ISBN: 0-922993-66-1).

See yourself in The Record!
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