Prepare for adventure with 2008 Summer Reading selection

W

Oliver Relin, has the answer.

hat can one person accomplish? MTSU’s 2008 Summer Reading
Program selection, Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote
Peace ... One School at a Time, by Greg Mortenson and David

“Three Cups of Tea would be a perfect starting point for discussions on a
wide range of topics and is especially recommended for use in communica-
tions, education, geography, psychology, sociology, political science and his-
tory courses,” Witherow said. “Students come to us in the fall expecting to

The memoir, touted by NBC’s Tom
Brokaw as “thrilling” and “one of the most
remarkable adventure stories of our time,”
details Mortenson’s quest to build schools
in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Mortenson, the co-founder (with Dr.
Jean Hoerni) and executive director of non-
profit Central Asia Institute and Pennies for
Peace, has dedicated his life to promote
community-based education and literacy
programs, especially for girls, in remote
mountain regions of Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

His quest began in 1993, when to honor
his late sister’s memory, Mortenson climbed
Pakistan’s K2, the world’s second highest
mountain in the Karakoram range. While
recovering in a local village called Korphe,

discuss the Summer Reading selection in classes from a variety of perspec-
tives and use it as the basis of assignments.

“All new students are required to read the book prior to their arrival on
campus in the fall, so Three Cups of Tea may be perfect as the basis for an
early writing or other assignment. This program’s success
depends on the involvement of faculty who make use of
the Summer Reading selection in fall classes, so let us
know if you'd like to use the book in your classes this fall.
We want our freshmen to recognize that one person can
make a difference; they can make a difference.”

Incoming freshmen are expected to read the book
before fall classes start Aug. 25, and all University 1010
classes once again will discuss the selection.

Witherow is eager to hear suggestions now from pro-
fessors on the best use for the book in their classes; she can
be reached at lwithero@mtsu.edu or at 615-898-2339.
Mortenson also is scheduled to address attendees Sunday, Aug. 24, at the
annual University Convocation beginning at 2 p.m. in Murphy Center.

Mortenson

the Montana resident met a group of chil-

dren sitting in the dirt writing with sticks in the sand and made a promise

to help them build a school.

Dr. Laurie Witherow, MTSU’s Academic Support Center director and
coordinator of the Summer Reading Program, is encouraging faculty to

incorporate this latest text into their fall 2008 syllabi.

Three Cups of Tea may be purchased on campus and at local bookstores.
It’s available in hardback and paperback, and online sellers also may have
used copies.

Faculty interested in using Three Cups of Tea in their classrooms this fall
may contact Sumer Patterson at the Academic Support Center (615-898-2339
or spatters@mtsu.edu) to receive a review copy for evaluation.

Distinguished educators

A REAL-TIME HONOR—MTSU Faculty Senate President Dr.
Kevin Smith, left, joins the 2007 Distance Learning award win-
ners—Dr. Vincent Smith (business communication and entrepre-
neurship), Jo Ann Nolan Batson (information technology), Dr.
Stephen Lewis (business communication and entrepreneurship)
and Dr. Leigh Ann MclInnis (nursing)—as well as Dr. Mike Boyle,
dean of the College of Continuing Education and Distance
Learning, during the 12th annual Distance Learning
Appreciation Luncheon in the James Union Building. Batson, a
systems analyst for the Information Technology Division,
received the Staff Appreciation Award, while professors Smith,
Lewis and McInnis were named as Distinguished Educators in
Distance Learning. A tradition since 1996, the Department of
Academic Outreach and Distance Learning in the college pres-
ents the awards to faculty and staff who have excelled in using
alternative delivery methods and promoting the scholarship of

distance learning through research and presentations.
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the previous fall term,” he added. “The fall 2007
enrollment was 23,246. If this trend continues, we
should expect approximately 21,600 students to be
enrolled for spring 2008.”

Spring enrollment totals will be submitted to
the Tennessee Board of Regents on or around
Sunday, Jan. 27, said Dr. Sherian Huddleston, asso-
ciate vice provost for enrollment services.

The spring semester will lead to the May 3
commencement, when what likely will be the
largest graduating class in MTSU’s history will be
introduced publicly in separate 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
ceremonies in Murphy Center.

In addition to classes and lectures, the winter
and early spring months will be full of activities on
campus, including:

¢ Black History Month events in January,
February and March. For a full schedule, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~aahm or call the Office of
Intercultural and Diversity Affairs at 615-898-2987;

¢ the annual Up 'til Dawn fundraiser for St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, set for Feb. 1-2
(www.mtsu.edu/~uptldawn), and the Groundhog Day
Luncheon for the MT baseball program, planned
for 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1, in Murphy Center;

¢ a performance by Read Gainsford in the 7:30
p-m. Feb. 12 Presidential Concert Series. Call 615-

898-2493 or visit the School of Music Web site
(www.mtsu.edu/~music) for more details and other
music events;

* National Women'’s History Month (March)
activities, which can be found by visiting
http:/fwomenstu.web.mtsu.edu or calling the Office of
Women’s Studies at 615-898-5910;

¢ a lecture by Dr. Joel Primack and Nancy Ellen
Abrams, who'll speak on “What it Means to be
Human: Science, Consciousness and Our Place in
the Universe” March 27 in the Distinguished
Lecture Series in the Business and Aerospace
Building’s State Farm Lecture Hall; and

e Scholars Week activities March 31-April 4.

Some of the region’s sharpest young minds will
visit campus and participate in the Science
Olympiad Feb. 23 and the Invention Convention
Feb. 29 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Many of Tennessee’s top girls” (March 5-8) and
boys’” March 12-15) basketball teams head for
Murphy Center for the TSSAA state tournaments.
Visit www.tssaa.org or call 615-889-6740 for ticket
and other information;

First Friday Star Parties will be held starting at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 1, March 7, April 4 and May 2 in
Wiser-Pattern Science Hall Room 102.

Spring also will mark the return of the Jennings
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A. Jones College of Business Executives in
Residence (April 11), the President’s Celebration of
Excellence (April 12; call 1-800-533-6878 or visit
www.mtalumni. com for more information), the
College of Education and Behavioral Science’s
Tennessee Teacher Hall of Fame ceremony
(www.mtsu.edu/~tthf), Neill-Sandler Scholars at
MTSU (April 22) and Tennessee Labor Management
Conference (www.mtsu.edu/~tnclmr).

Alumni relations (www.mtalumni.com) will hold
Paint the Zoo Raider Blue events in Knoxville
(March 29), Memphis (April 12), Atlanta (May 3)
and Nashville (May 17).

For athletic events, visit www.goblueraiders.com.
For theatre and dance events, visit www.mtsu.edu/
~theatre.

Spring 2008 dates to remember are:

® Jan. 14—<classes begin;

¢ Jan. 21—M.L King holiday, no classes;

® March 3-8—spring break;

® March 7—spring holiday, university closed;

e April 23—]last day of classes;

* April 24—student study day, no classes;

¢ April 25-May 1—final exams;

¢ May 3—commencement.

Watch www.mtsunews.com for updates.
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